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INDIA bloc inching closer to victory
with each poll phase: CM Kejriwal

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, May 21: Chief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal on Tuesday accused
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah of referring to the peo-
ple of Delhi as "Pakistanis"
and asserted that they are
his family and should not be
abused. Addressing a virtu-
al press conference,
Kejriwal said with the com-
pletion of each phase of the
Lok Sabha polls, it is
becoming clearer that the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment is on its way out and
the INDIA bloc is coming to
power on June 4. He said
the INDIA bloc would give a
stable government to the
country. On Monday, Shah
and Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi
Adityanath addressed public meetings in
South Delhi and East Delhi parliamen-
tary constituencies, respectively.
Kejriwal alleged the number of people

who attended Shah's rally was less than
500. "He said the supporters of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) are Pakistanis. I want
to ask him that the people of Delhi have

formed the government by giving us 62
seats (and) 56 per cent vote share. Are
the people of Delhi Pakistanis? "The peo-
ple of Punjab have formed the govern-
ment by giving us 92 out of 117 seats. Are

the people of Punjab Pakistanis? The peo-
ple of Gujarat gave us 14 per cent votes.
Are the people of Gujarat also Pakistanis?
The people of Goa gave us love (and)

trust. Are the people of
Goa also Pakistanis?"
Kejriwal questioned. He
said the AAP's panches,
sarpanches, mayors and
councillors were elected in
many parts of the country
in the panchayat and
municipal elections. "Are
all the people of this coun-
try Pakistanis? What are
you saying?" said the Delhi
chief minister. Kejriwal's
reaction came in response
to a statement made by
Shah during his rally a day
earlier while seeking votes
for his party's candidate in

the South Delhi constituency, Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri. "Kejriwal and Rahul
(Gandhi) have no support in India. Their
supporters are in Pakistan," the home
minister had said. 

Himachal CM Sukhvinder Sukhu drums
up support for Anand Sharma

Naresh Malhotra
Chamba, May 21: With the election

campaign gaining momentum in the
run up to Lok Sabha elections in
Himachal Pradesh, Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu addressed
three back-to-back meetings in Tissa,
Salooni and Devi Dehra of Chamba
district on Monday to drum up support
for Congress Kangra candidate Anand
Sharma. Addressing the rallies, the
Chief Minister highlighted Sharma’s
contributions to Himachal Pradesh
during his tenure as a Union minister
and urged voters to ensure his victory
by a substantial margin. Sukhu said as
a union minister Sharma brought sev-
eral development projects and insti-
tutes to Himachal like the Central
University, the National Institute of
Fashion Technology at Kangra, Spice
Park in Nadaun and passport office in
Shimla. He also pointed out that
Chamba Medical College, named after

India’s first Prime Minister Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, was a gift from the
Congress to the people.
Sukhu reiterated the
state government’s com-
mitment to fulfilling its
electoral promises. He
mentioned that govern-
ment restored Old
Pension Scheme for 1.36
lakh employees and also
implemented ?1,500 per
month financial assis-
tance scheme for
women. He accused
Leader of Opposition Jai
Ram Thakur and his
team of attempting to
halt these initiatives,
alleging that the BJP
was pressuring the
Election Commission to stop the pay-
ments to beneficiary women. Despite
these challenges, Sukhu assured that
the monetary benefits would be dis-

tributed and beneficiary women would
receive a lump sum amount of ? 3,000

in June after the Model Code of
Conduct is lifted. Sukhu criticised Jai
Ram Thakur for his confrontational
approach, stating that he was insulting

the mandate of the people and the
democratic set up claiming that the

BJP government will be
formed in Himachal on
June. He asserted that the
people would teach Jai
Ram Thakur and his party
a lesson and Congress
would win all the four Lok
Sabha and six Assembly
seats. Sukhu emphasized
that the people of the state
would set an example for
the entire country by
delivering a strong
response to the politics of
horse trading. He also
accused six Congress ex-
MLAs of colluding with
the BJP to topple the state
government, but reas-

sured that the government would
remain stable. Sukhu spoke about the
economic challenges inherited from
the previous BJP government.

Modi has no inheritance, no heir
except people of this country: PM

Navdeep Singh Sahni
Patna, May 21: Campaigning in Bihar

ahead of the sixth phase of voting, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
Tuesday addressed rallies in
Motihari (East Champaran)
and Maharajganj, where he
said that had BR Ambedkar not
been there, Jawaharlal Nehru
would not have implemented
the quota for scheduled castes
and scheduled tribes. Against
the backdrop of Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal say-
ing the PM would retire at 75
and Home Minister Amit Shah
would step into his shoes, Modi
reiterated that he has no heir or
inheritance except the people
of this country.”Modi ki koi
virasat nahi, mere liye to aap hi
meri virasat hain. Aap hi mere waris hain,
mera aur koi waaris nahi hai (Modi has
no inheritance, you are my inheritance.
You alone are my heirs, I have no other

heir),” he said in Maharajganj. In
Motihari, he said, “Those who brought
jungle raj are speaking one lie after anoth-
er on reservation. The truth is that had

there been no Ambedkar, Nehru would
not would not have allowed quota for
SC/ST.” He added that the first Indian
PM even wrote letters to this effect to
chief ministers. “Right from Nehru to

Rajiv Gandhi, they were opposed to OBC
reservation. Now they (Congress and its
allies) are left with only one vote bank,”
he said. “SC/ST se vote cheen kar vote

jihad walon ko dena chahte hai
(they want to snatch the quota
from SCs/STs and give it to
those who do vote jihad).” He
said the Constitution does not
permit quota on religious
grounds, but “these people want
to change the Constitution”.
Invoking Mahatma Gandhi, the
PM said he comes from Bapu’s
birthplace in Gujarat, and has
come to Champaran to seek the
blessings of people. “Bapu was a
great votary of cleanliness. It was
only after I, the son of poor par-
ents, came to power that each
household got a toilet,” he said.

Taking a dig at RJD leader Tejashwi
Prasad Yadav without naming him, Modi
said, “I have heard someone going
around, telling people that I would be
forced to go on bed rest after 4 June. 

BJP latches on to Mamata’s Ramakrishna &
Sevashram mission

Tejinder Kaur Babbar
Kolkata, May, 21: The Trinamool

Congress (TMC) and its supremo Mamata
Banerjee tried to retrieve the situation on
Monday after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi joined the offensive over her
comment that “a few monks” of the
Hindu monastic orders Bharat
Sevashram Sangha and Ramakrishna
Mission were working against the
TMC to help the BJP in Bengal. Earlier
in the day, Swami Pradiptananda
Maharaj aka Kartik Maharaj, secretary
of the Beldanga branch of the
Sevashram Sangha in Murshidabad,
sent Mamata a legal notice, seeking her
unconditional apology for “tarnishing
the revered institution’s image”. Both
the Sevashram and the Ramakrishna
Mission, founded by Swami
Vivekananda, are widely revered across
the state, with individuals who have sought
diksha (initiation) from either, or having

studied in schools run by them, spread
across many families. Addressing a public
meeting in Purulia on Sunday, Modi told
the people to teach the TMC government a
lesson through the ballot box, so that it
“does not dare to insult such socio-reli-

gious organisations in the future”.
Accusing the Mamata government of “pre-
ferring violence” and “threatening voters”
and not caring about “the sentiments of the

people of Bengal”, the PM said: “This time,
they have crossed all limits. ISKCON,
Ramakrishna Mission created by Swami
Vivekananda and Bharat Sevashram
Sangha are known for their service and
morality. They make the country proud…

They have stooped so low only to please
their vote bank.” A senior TMC leader
said they were worried about the impact
of Mamata’s remarks. “The TMC has a
strong organisation in the areas that go to
polls now. We expect to gain in these
phases. Such a statement just before vot-
ing will damage our narrative, because
both these are popular religious organisa-
tions with lakhs of devotees.” Modi inci-
dentally claims a close association with
the Ramakrishna Math and Mission, and
in June 2017, at the death of its head
Swami Atmasthananda, had offered his

condolences calling it a “personal loss”. He
posted on X that he had got spiritual guid-
ance from Swami Atmasthananda in Rajkot,
Gujarat. 

UPA I, II completed 2 terms
under one PM, Manmohan
Singh: Mallikarjun Kharge
Chandigarh, May 21: Reacting to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's "five PMs in five years" remark,
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge on Tuesday
said similar things were said even in 2004 but the
UPA government completed two full terms under one
PM, Manmohan Singh. Addressing an election rally
at Pratapgarh in Uttar Pradesh on May16, Modi had
said the INDIA bloc wanted to make five prime minis-
ters in five years and claimed that it would disinte-
grate after June 4. Kharge responded by rejecting
Modi's claims. "In UPA I and UPA II, we were sup-
ported by other parties and we completed full term,"

Kharge told reporters here. For 10 years, there was
one prime minister, a person who came from the land
of Punjab, ran the country and changed its economy,
he said about former prime minister Manmohan
Singh. Taking a dig at the BJP, he said, "Whereas they
did nothing for 10 years." Accompanied by former
Haryana chief minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
Kharge arrived here after addressing an election rally
in Jagadhri in Haryana. On being asked that the rul-
ing party leaders often ask who the opposition "PM
face" is, Kharge said, after the polls, the INDIA bloc
partners would sit and decide this (if opposition wins
the election). He said the BJP has been saying that
the Congress or the INDIA bloc does not have a face
like Modi. They used to say the same thing in 2004
when Atal Bihari Vajpayee was the prime minister, the
Congress president said. "After the polls, alliance
partners will sit and decide. Like we ran the UPA gov-
ernment, in a similar manner we will do this," he said.
Replying to a question, Kharge claimed that the
INDIA bloc had gained good ground in the ongoing
Lok Sabha election. "Everywhere we are gaining and
they are losing. Our alliance will definitely stop the
Modi government from coming to power," he said,
and added, "The people are fighting against Modi and
we are supporting them." Voting for sixth and sev-
enth phases of elections will be held on May 25 and
June 1, respectively. 

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, May 21:

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh said the rise in voter
turnout in Jammu and
Kashmir is indicative of
declining dynastic politics
in the Kashmir Valley.
Polling for five Lok Sabha
seats of Jammu and
Kashmir were held in five
phases. Voting was held in
Udhampur constituency on
April 19, Jammu on April
26, Anantnag-Rajouri on
May 7 and in Srinagar on
May 13. The Baramulla Lok
Sabha constituency, which
went to polls on Monday,
recorded an all-time high
voter turnout of 59 per cent.
In all phases, a significant
voter turnout has been
noticed, the minister said,
adding that an encouraging
turnout of voters was wit-
nessed during voting in
Baramulla. Singh said it is a
remarkable departure from

the times when the people
of the Kashmir Valley were
constrained to elect their
representatives for Lok
Sabha and Assembly with a
voter turnout of hardly 10
per cent or even less than
that. The Union minister of
state for personnel accused
Kashmir’s “dynastic politi-
cal parties” of not allowing
true democracy to usher in
the Valley. “For over three
decades, elections were
held in the shadow of
Pakistan-sponsored terror-
ism. It suited the dynastic
regional parties of the
Kashmir Valley to get these
elections conducted with a
limited voter turnout under
the fear of guns and man-
age a majority for them-
selves,” he said. Singh
claimed these political par-
ties then allowed terrorism
to continue indefinitely “so
that their family rule could
thrive from generation to
generation”.

BJP's Abhijit Gangopadhyay
appeals to EC to reconsider
order debarring him from

campaigning
Kolkata, May 21: Hours after the Election

Commission debarred him from campaigning for
24 hours, BJP's Tamluk candidate Abhijit
Gangopadhyay said he had written to the ECI, urg-
ing the poll panel to reconsider the decision.
Speaking to a vernacular news channel, the former
Calcutta High Court judge said he would move the
court to quash the order if the EC does not recon-
sider its decision. "I have written to the EC to
reconsider its decision. If the order is not reconsid-
ered, I will move the court at a suitable time to
quash the order," he said. The EC on Tuesday cen-
sured Gangopadhyay for his comment on West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee and
debarred him from campaigning for 24 hours. The
commission's order would be effective from 5 pm
on Tuesday. The EC described Gangopadhyay's
remark as a "low-level personal attack", asserting
that he violated the Model Code of Conduct
(MCC). Gangopadhyay on Monday sent his reply
to the show-cause notice issued by the EC for his
"undignified" remark against Banerjee. "The com-
mission has carefully gone through the  the state-
ment made and is convinced that he has made a
low-level personal attack and thus violated the pro-
visions of the MCC. 

Delhi court frames
charges against ex-WFI
chief Brij Bhushan in

sexual harassment case
New Delhi, May 21: A Delhi court

on Tuesday framed charges of sexual
harassment, intimidation and outrag-
ing the modesty of women against ex-
Wrestling Federation of India (WFI)
chief Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh in a
criminal case filed by female
wrestlers. Singh pleaded not guilty to
the charges before Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate (ACMM)
Priyanka Rajpoot and claimed trial.
“Why will I plead guilty when I am not
guilty?” Singh said. The court also
framed the charge of criminal intimi-
dation against co-accused and former
WFI assistant secretary Vinod Tomar
in the case. Singh, the sitting BJP MP
from Kaiserganj in Uttar Pradesh, was
denied ticket to contest the Lok Sabha
poll in the aftermath of the sexual
harassment allegations against him.
The party has fielded his son Karan
Bhushan Singh for the seat.

Rising voter turnout shows
decline of dynastic politics in

Valley: Jitendra Singh

Chandigarh, May 21: City MP
Kirron Kher is the “real udan
khatola”, while BJP candidate
Sanjay Tandon is “double-engine
udan khatola,” retorted INDIA
bloc's Lok Sabha election candi-
date from Chandigarh, Manish
Tewari. INDIA VOTES 2024: Yogi
Adityanath calls Rahul Gandhi,
Manish Tewari udan khatolas He
reacted to Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath’s jibe at
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
and him, calling them “udan kha-
tolas.” “The real Udhan Khatola
was Kirron Kher, who was not
seen for 10 years in Chandigarh.
Sanjay Tandon was the double
engined Udan Khatola who did
nothing as BJP Chandigarh
President when thousands of
internal migrants were brutalised
by the BJP and were forced to
flee to their villages in UP and
Bihar and other places in India,”
Tewari posted on X in reaction to
Yogi's comment made on

Monday. He shared The Tribune
report along with this comment.
The real Udhan Khatola was
@KirronKherBJP who was not
seen for 10 years in Chandigarh
Mr . @myogiadityanath
@SanjayTandonBJP was the dou-
ble engined Udan Khatola who
did nothing as @BJP4Chandigarh
President when thousands of
internal migrants were brutalised
by @BJP4India & were… Yogi
while addressing rally in Maloya
said, “They are 'udan khatola’,
after fighting elections they go
missing. The person who not
stand with you in difficulty,
through thick and thin, cannot
respect your heritage, cannot do
welfare of poor, do not become a
part of sin by electing such repre-
sentative.” In the same breath,
the UP CM had praised Tandon
and his team for their social work
during Covid while adding Rahul
Gandhi and Tewari were not here
during those troubled times. 

Money laundering probe:
ED raids ex-DPIIT

secretary Ramesh Abhishek
New Delhi, May 21: The Enforcement

Directorate on Tuesday raided the premises
of retired IAS officer and former Department
for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) secretary Ramesh Abhishek as part
of a disproportionate assets linked money
laundering probe against him, official
sources said. The ED case stems from a
recent FIR registered by the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) against the 1982-batch
officer. He was raided by the CBI in
February. Abhishek retired in 2019 from the
DPIIT (erstwhile Department of Industrial
Policy and Promotion). The ED is searching
the premises of Abhishek as part of a money
laundering investigation, the sources said.
The CBI had alleged in its FIR that Abhishek
enriched himself “illicitly” after retirement by
receiving “huge amounts” as consultation fee
from private companies whose matters he
had dealt while in service. The CBI and ED
have also booked his daughter Vanessa. The
retired officer also held the post of chairman,
Forward Markets Commission, and the CBI
case was booked against him on a reference
from anti-corruption ombudsman Lokpal.
The Lokpal has alleged that the father-daugh-
ter duo received big amounts as professional
fee from various entities and organisations
with whom the former IAS officer had official
dealings as the secretary or the chairman.

Manish Tewari hits back at Yogi’s
‘udan khatola’ jibe, says what

about BJP's Kirron Kher



experience heat stress manifested through marked the city's second-hottest day of the heatwave conditions. The Ahmedabad AHMEDABAD. In Monday, state capital 
fatigue and headache to unseasonal cold, season. Only Gandhinagar sizzled more, Municipal Corporation (AMC) under its heat Gandhinagar was the hottest in Gujarat with 
fever, vomiting and diarrhoea. The fact is hitting a scorching 45°C - the season's action plan (HAP) warned that maximum maximum temperature hitting 45 degrees 
corroborated by the recent spike in heat- highest maximum temperature. The temperatures could reach around 45°C, and Celsius followed by Ahmedabad at 44.5 
related emergencies by EMRI 108 in relentless heat wave has turned Ahmedabad minimum temperatures could hover around degrees. What's alarming though was that 
Ahmedabad and across Gujarat.Explaining into a virtual furnace, with temperatures 31°C until May 24. The IMD's national nights too failed to cool the sizzling twin 
the effect of incessant heat, Prof Dileep consistently soaring well above normal. The bulletin on Monday also predicted heatwave cities as minimum temperatures remained at 
Mavalankar, former director of IIPH maximum temperature was 2.5 degrees to severe heatwave conditions in parts of 31 degrees and 31.2 degrees, respectively.
Gandhinagar and a key figure in formulating above normal, while the minimum west Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, and In Banyan city Vadodara too, heat was 
Ahmedabad's Heat Action Plan (HAP), said temperature of 31.2°C was 3.7 degrees northwest Madhya Pradesh.relentless all through the day recording 
that like maximum temperature, minimum higher than normal. The city's temperature forecast showed that maximum and minimum temperature of 44.2 
temperature thresholds are equally On Monday, the India meteorological even at 10.30am, temperatures could reach degrees and 31.8 degrees respectively. 
important. department (IMD) issued a heatwave around 38°C, staying high at around 41.5°C According to data from India Meteorological 

"HAP warnings are thus including both warning for 10 districts in Gujarat, including by 6.30pm. Major city roads appeared Department (IMD), these three cities have 
expected maximum and minimum Ahmedabad,  Gandhinagar,  Anand,  deserted during the afternoon. Citizens not recorded temperatures below 30 degrees 
temperatures," he said.Meltdown Monday: Surendranagar, Banaskantha, Rajkot, sought relief in cool beverages and ice cream. for the past four days in a row. Public health 
44.5°C hits Amdavadis hard Amdavadis Porbandar, Junagadh, Bhavnagar, Surat and Social gatherings were often postponed to the experts said that when the maximum 
have been baking in the sweltering heat, as Navsari. Four other districts - Patan, evening or night to avoid the intense heat. temperatures cross 42 degrees and minimum 
the mercury hovered above 44°C for four Mehsana, Sabarkantha, and Amreli - were "What sets this year apart is the sustained temperatures fail to go down below 28 

region to cool down.The residents thus days straight. Monday's blistering 44.5°C also expected to experience moderate heatwave conditions. degrees, it does not allow a specific city or 

Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar, Vadodara sizzle 
with 30°C+ minimum temperature

10k US visa slots get filled in 5 mins in Hyderabad

Heavy rain lashes Madurai, Ramnad; roads waterlogged

affects Sellur, mostly due to the blockage MADURAI/RAMANATHAPURAM/DIN
issues in the underground drainage system.DIGUL. With heavy rain battering Madurai 

for the past few consecutive days, issues of A senior official from the city corporation 
waterlogging and rainwater breaching into said, “By night, teams reached the spot and 
houses were reported in several regions of removed the bunds, allowing the rainwater 
the district. to drain into Vandiyur Tank.”

While around 11 cm of rainfall was recorded Sporadic rains caused a flash flood in 
in Tallakulam of Madurai, 12 cm of rainfall Moongilkadu village of Kodaikanal in 
w a s  r e c o r d e d  i n  K a m u d h i  o f  Dindigul district. The village, which has 
Ramanathapuram. Water logging of up to 3 about 30 families, was separated from the 
feet was seen in Managiri area. main road as a river flowing through the 

village was at spate.As announced by the Indian Meteorological 
Department (IMD), Madurai received an AIADMK leader RB Udhayakumar 
average of 21.69 mm, while the rain average petitioned the collector stating that the 
in Ramanathapuram was 15.09 mm. damaged road and poor drain systems are 
Residents of Managiri said that following causing major hardships.
the heavy downpour, a massive volume of  “Waterlogging is reported in many areas, 
rainwater breached into the houses, leaving especially near the Meenakshi temple. The 
the residents in deep water. Local alleged corporation commissioner and district 
that poorly maintained canals that drain collector must take action to address the 
water into Vandiyur Tank were the reason drain issues and road issues,” he said.during rainy days, severe sewage overflow Selvaraj, a resident of Madurai said that 
for water logging issues.

Ariyalur rape case: Kin of 
victim say justice elusive

ARIYALUR. Seven years after the rape and murder 
of a 16-year-old pregnant Dalit girl from Ariyalur, 
only one of the four accused was convicted for rape 
and murder by the district Fast Track Mahila Court 
last month.

The verdict has shocked the family members of the 
victim who expressed their displeasure with the 
investigation and verdict sentencing the main 
accused, a Hindu Munnani functionary, to a life 
term. The family told  they would file an appeal in 
the Madras High Court.

The girl’s rape and murder shocked the state when 
her body was found bound and dumped in a well on 
January 14, 2017. Her family had reported her 
missing two weeks earlier but alleged that police 
had not immediately registered a case. On January 
15, 2017, police arrested the main accused, aged 24 
at the time, and three of his friends under the 
POCSO Act and other sections.

Police said the girl, belong to the Paraiyar 
community (SC), had been in love with the main 
accused, who hailed from the neighbouring 
village, and belongs to the Vanniyar community 
(MBC). He raped her multiple times and promised 
to marry her. When she became pregnant and 
demanded he marry her, he refused on the basis of 
her caste.

It was alleged that on December 29, 2016, the youth 
kidnapped the girl, sexually assaulted and 
murdered her with the help of a 28-year-old youth, 
tied her hands with her innerwear and rope, 
weighted the body with a stone, and disposed of it 
in a well. His other two friends were accused of 
helping him destroy evidence.

After protests were held alleging lack of proper 
investigation in the case, it was transferred to the 
CB-CID and a special public prosecutor, S 
Abiraman, was appointed to try the case. The trial 
began in July 2019. However, the verdict delivered 
by the trial court judge D Selvam in April 2024 
only convicted the main accused under Sections 
364, 302 and 201 of the IPC, Section 10 of the 
POCSO Act 10, and Sections 3(1) (w) (i) of the 
SC/ST Act. While sentencing him to life and a fine 
of Rs 52,000, the judge acquitted the other three 
citing lack of evidence. The court also asked the 
state to pay Rs 5 lakh to the victim’s family. The 
verdict said the names of the accused should be 
withheld from publication.

4 Sri Lankan IS operatives 'planning strike in 
Gujarat' nabbed from Ahmedabad airport

Hyderabad. Over 22,000 candidates qualified for the ample time for career planning," said Sriram Venkatesh, 
Telangana Engineering Common Entrance Test (ECET), TSCHE secretary. The next step in the admission process 
conducted by the Telangana State Council of Higher will confirm their admission for their respective courses. 
Education on May 6.Of the 23,330 who attempted the "We will now swiftly transfer the results to the 
exam for lateral entry into engineering programmes, commissioner of technical education, who will process 
nearly 96% qualified in the test conducted across 92 the candidatures," Venkatesh added.Female candidates 
centres in Telangana and 7 in Andhra Pradesh. Officials outperformed male candidates by 2%, with ECE being 
said 10,800 seats are eligible for fee reimbursement under the most popular stream. Notably, in BSc Mathematics, 
the convener quota and an additional 14,000 are vacant though only 10 out of 48 candidates appeared, all 
seats, bringing the total seats to over 25,000 seats this qualified, resulting in a 100% pass rate. SC and ST 
year. "Results were swiftly released, allowing students students also recorded a 100% qualification rate. 

and they a l lowed him to  fatigued. However, this morning, MUMBAI. Among the voters at Bombay 
vote."Savarkar, who runs a private she insisted on voting. So, I got the Scottish School polling centre was Vasant 
library called Vasant Vachanalaya doctor's permission, put her in an Savarkar (86). What made Savarkar stand out 
which has both English and autorickshaw, and took her to the was the fact that he had come to vote straight 
Marathi books, near Shiv Sena polling booth.from a hospital where he had been admitted, 

 After she voted, we returned to the Bhavan at Dadar, told TOI: "My still dressed in hospital pyjamas. He had been 
hospital, and the doctor restarted oxygen levels had dropped and I allowed to leave the hospital for two hours 
her saline drip," said Sujata. Dr had to be admitted to a hospital. only to vote.His son Shriram Savarkar said, 
Deepak Baid, physician and But I insisted on voting. Now, I "My father was admitted to the hospital on 
intensivist at the hospital, said he will go back.""My father is not Saturday as he had breathing trouble and 
was inspired to learn that a patient interested in politics but believes cough. But he insisted on voting. Therefore, 
wanted to cast her vote.voting is his duty," added Shriram.doctors at the hospital examined my father 

In Ghatkopar (West), hospitalisation before stating he could go and vote, provided "Since she was stable, we allowed 
due to low haemoglobin levels did he returns. Thereafter, they issued a letter to her to leave on the condition that 
not deter 74-year-old Kusum the election officer stating that he had been she would be back at the hospital," 

suffering from restless feet and weakness. Gaikwad from voting on Monday. Her released from the hospital for two hours and he said, adding she was likely to be 
Despite this, Kusum was determined to vote. daughter, Sujata Sonawane, said Gaikwad should be given priority to cast his vote. discharged in the evening if her parameters 
"She has been feeling extremely weak and had been in Nulife Hospital for five days, However, we did not have to show the letter were fine.

Close call: Man rescued 
after 200 feet fall in 
Maharashtra's Matheran

revealed that they arrived at Type 54 models, with 20 rounds AHMEDABAD. Four Sri Lankan 
Chennai airport on May 19 and of ammunition marked "FATA", nationals with alleged ties to the 
were scheduled to land in l ikely made in Pakistan's terrorist organization Islamic 
Ahmedabad on Indigo flight 6E Federally Administered Tribal State (IS) were arrested by the 
848 at 8.10pm.Led by SPs K Areas. Among the four arrested, Gujarat Anti-Terrorist Squad 
Sidharth and K K Patel and DySPs Nusrath Ahmed Gani had a valid (ATS) from the Ahmedabad 
Harsh Upadhyay and Shankar Pakistani visa. The officers airport late on Sunday. The 
Chaudhary, ATS officers were further said that the suspects officers recovered three pistols 
d e p l o y e d  a t  t h e  S a r d a r  admitted to being former and 20 rounds of ammunition 
Vallabhbhai Patel International members of the Sri Lankan f r o m  a n  " u n d i s c l o s e d  
(SVPI) airport on May 19. The m i l i t a n t  g r o u p  N a t i o n a l  location".ATS officers said the 
suspects - Nusrath Ahmed Gani, Thowheeth Jama'ath (NTJ), four suspects were planning a 
33, from Negombo, Sri Lanka, banned after the April 2019 Easter suicide attack in Gujarat and were 
along with Nafran Naufer, 27, bombings. They joined IS in Feb waiting for approval from their 
Faris Faruq, 35, and Rasdeen 2024, influenced by Abu, who Pakistani handler.
Abdul Raheem, 43, all from directed them to carry out attacks Deputy Superintendent of Police 
Colombo, Sri Lanka - were in India. They received Rs 4 lakh (DySP) Harsh Upadhyay received 
detained on arrival. The suspects, in Sri Lankan currency for their intelligence on May 18 about four 
who did not speak Hindi or mission and were willing to Sri Lankan nationals, who were IS 
English, identified themselves become suicide bombers, the members, planning terrorist 

IS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. would be shared via Proton Drive through an interpreter. Evidence officers added. ased on the activities in India. The officers 
They planned to target Jews, and Proton Mail. They were linking them to IS was found in evidence, the Gujarat ATS said the suspects were expected to 
Chr is t ians ,  BJP and RSS instructed to retrieve the weapons their possession, including mobile charged the four under the arrive in Ahmedabad by flight or 
members, as well as anyone and await further instructions phones with incriminating Unlawful Activities Prevention train on May 18 or May 19.ATS 
involved in exploiting and regarding the target and timing of messages and photos and a Act (UAPA), Arms Act, and IPC teams checked flight and train 
mistreating Muslims, the officers their deployment.A search at the Protonmail account with geo- Sections 120(B) (criminal bookings and found that the four 
added.Their Pakistani handler, specified location led to the coordinates, said the officers. conspiracy) and 121(A) (waging had booked tickets from Colombo 
Abu, had allegedly informed them recovery of three pistols and an IS war against govt of India).Interrogation revealed that they to Ahmedabad via Chennai under 
that the location of the weapons flag. The pistols were Norinco were IS members and followers of the same PNR. The officers 

NAVI MUMBAI. Bhushan Shinde (27), 
who runs a lodge in Matheran, survived a 
200ft fall into a valley in the hill station on 
Sunday. Shinde was on a short trek from 
Madhavji point to Khandala point when he 
slipped and fell into the valley. Tweleve 
rescuers of 'Matheran Sahyadri Mitra 
Apatkalin Sanstha' along with the local 
police pulled him out from the valley area 
after a two-hour operation.

After the fall, Shinde had called his mother 
from the mobile phone he was carrying 
with him to inform her about the mishap, 
but could not gie details of his location as 
the call dropped due to a poor network. His 
mother assumed that he must have fallen at 
their business location and asked him to 
come home.Shinde was rescued after he 
called his friend, Hrushikesh Koli, son of 
one of the leading rescue team members 
Sunil Koli.

Two enthusiastic patients leave hospital for a few hours to vote in Mumbai

As announced by the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), Madurai received an average of 21.69 mm, while the 
rain average in Ramanathapuram was 15.09 mm.

Hospitalized seniors Vasant 
Savarkar and Kusum 
Gaikwad, determined to 
vote despite health issues, 
inspired by Vasant's 
hospital pyjamas, and 
Kusum's autorickshaw 
journey to the polling 
booth. Dr. Deepak Baid 
allowed Kusum to vote, 
planning her discharge if  
stable by evening.
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holidays should be declared,” said closure of all govt-aided and unaided Gurgaon. Schools in the city will remain 
Aditi Nagpal, parent of a class 3 recognised private schools due to the open for now despite the severe heatwave 
student in a private school in the ongoing severe heat wave. This and IMD’s alert. Deputy commissioner 
city.The govt had also announced directive follows the previously Nishant Yadav said the administration has 
revised school timings from May 18 issued notice dated Dec 11, 2023, no plans to close the schools till May 25. 
to May 31, in response to the intense which set the summer vacation The directorate of secondary education 
heatwave alert. Additionally, all period for all DoE schools from May announced that the deputy commissioners 

11 to June 30, 2024.have the authority to decide if the schools 
will remain closed.“The govt has decided This year, the capital has declared a 
that DCs shall assess the weather situation total of 50 days for the summer 
in their respective districts. In consultation break, to safeguard the well-being 
with DEos, they may decide closure of of students and staff amidst the 
schools. These powers will remain with rising temperatures.Despite the 
the DCs till May 31 only,” said the initial circular, it has come to the 
directorate of school education on attention of DoE that some govt-
Sunday.Nevertheless, no decision in this aided and private unaided 
regard has been taken in the city. Nishant recognised schools have remained 
Yadav said, “We have not decided yet to operational during the current schools will be closed for summer 
close the schools. We will close the heatwave conditions. Given the vacations from June 1 to June 30. 
schools after May 25. The decision will be health risks posed by the extreme Both govt and private schools will 
based on the rise in temperature.” temperatures, the directive insists on reopen on July 1. For single-shift 

the immediate adherence to the Meanwhile, parents and students have been schools in Haryana, the new timings 
summer vacation schedule for these raising concerns about increasing are 7am to noon. For double-shift 
institutions.“All the Heads of temperatures and the attendance is schools, the first shift will run from 
Schools of DoE were directed to decreasing.“We have been noticing that am to 11:30am, and the second shift 
observe summer vacation from children are getting sick due to the heat and from 11:45am to 4:15pm.Meanwhile 
11.05.2024 (Saturday) to 30.06.2024 the attendance rate in schools is falling in Delhi, the Directorate of 
(Sunday) for the Academic Year continuously. In this view, the schools Education (DoE) issued a circular on 
2024-25. should be closed immediately and Monday mandating the immediate 

NEWS BOX

Snags in infra spark hours-long outages amid scorching heat

Heatwave tightens its grip, but no school closure yet

dead. After Gurgaon Sadar police were with Vicky Kaushal strolling in Gurgaon. Nitu wanted to get rid of Vicky 
informed about the murder, a police London's Baker streetKatrina Kaif and due to his “interference in her personal 
team reached Vicky's house and the Vicky Kaushal spotted on London life”. So, “in a fit of rage”, the 34-year-old 
Forensic Science Laboratory and holiday at Baker Street in winter attire. woman bludgeoned her 28-year-old lover 
fingerprint teams were called to the spot Pregnancy speculation arises from a to death at his house in the Gurgaon Sadar 
for the collection of evidence. video showing Vicky protectively area early on Saturday.She also stole the 

Vicky’s brother Monu was informed walking with Katrina. Twitter users victim’s mobile phone to mislead cops, 
about the murder by the police, and on comment on the pregnancy rumors. but was arrested on Sunday night.Nitu, 
his complaint, a case was registered Details include Vicky's birthday who is from Bairampur, had been in a 
under IPC Section 302 (murder) on celebration, wedding on December 9, relationship with Vicky, a pet care clinic 
Saturday. The body was sent for 2021, and upcoming films. Katrina's worker, for the past five years.On Friday 
postmortem. Monu told the police that birthday wish, Farhan Akhtar's film, night, she met Vicky at his house in custody. Her brother is on the run, Dev 
the victim, who had been working as a pet and Vicky's upcoming projects are Kacchi Colony at Tikri along with her added.We also published the following 
care worker in Gurgaon for the past eight highlighted.110281855brother. Nitu’s brother and Vicky had a articles recentlyVicky Kaushal vibing to 
years, had been in a relationship with Nitu Happy Birthday Vicky Kaushal: Father few drinks.“Under the influence of another Punjabi track during his workout 
for the past five years.Police arrested Nitu Sham Kaushal and brother Sunny alcohol, Vicky used objectionable session wins the internet and serves some 
from the Ghata area on Sunday Kaushal wish the actor adorable language while referring to Nitu’s family Saturday motivation to work out - 
night.urgaon Sadar inspector Arjun Dev throwback photosBollywood heartthrob members following which an argument WATCH videoVicky Kaushal grooves to 
said, “Nitu confessed that Vicky had Vicky Kaushal celebrates his birthday broke out between them. In a fit of rage, 'Winning Speech' by Karan Aujla during 
recently started interfering in her personal with heartfelt tributes from father Sham Nitu attacked Vicky on the head with a workout, fans adore him; Katrina Kaif's 
life and she wanted to get rid of him. Kaushal and brother Sunny Kaushal, blunt kitchen object and killed him during unseen photos spark pregnancy 
During the early hours of Saturday, Nitu sharing throwback photos and memories. the early hours of Saturday. After speculation from London birthday 
attacked Vicky on his neck and head with Sham Kaushal reminisces about Vicky's committing the murder, she picked up celebrations; Vicky and Katrina kept 
a kitchen pan, causing instantaneous journey from 'Asoka' to 'Sam Bahadur', Vicky's cell phone and fled from there.” relationship secret before December 2021 
death. After committing the crime, Nitu highlighting divine intervention. Sunny A woman from the neighborhood noticed marriage; Vicky's transformation for 
fled with the victim's phone.”The accused Kaushal joins with a charming childhood that the main door of Vicky's house was Chha t r apa t i  Sambha j i  Maha ra j  
who was produced before the court on picture, showcasing the enduring bond open on Saturday morning. She peeped role110228767Katrina Kaif sparks 
Monday was sent to one-day police between the brothersinto the house and found Vicky lying pregnancy rumours as she gets spotted 

Woman bludgeons lover to death; held

Gurgaon. As the city sizzles amid survive the entire summer.” tripping. Even after seven years, the 
intense heatwave conditions, several developer has not built the 33 kV Highrise societies along Dwarka 
upscale societies are grappling with substation,” said Lokesh Yadav, a Expressway are also experiencing 
prolonged outages, causing significant resident of Vatika India Next.Sumit frequent tripping and outages, forcing 
discomfort to residents. In Vatika India Duggal, RWA president of Mapsko people to rely on diesel generators, 
Next, there was a nine-hour outage that Mountville, said, “More than 60 hours which adds to their financial burden. In 
started at 3pm on Sunday. Similarly, in of outage in the last 15 days, and some societies, developers have not 
Sector 79’s Mapsko Mountville, the 7,000L of diesel have been consumed. b u i l t  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p o w e r  
power supply was cut off around 10pm Whenever a fault arises after 9pm, it infrastructure, such as a 33 kV 
and only restored at 8am on Monday. only gets repaired the next morning substation, resulting in frequent power 
Mayfield Gardens also experienced a f t e r  t h e  D H B V N  o f f i c e  failures due to shared feeder supply. In 
outage from 11pm on Sunday till opens.”According to DHBVN some areas power backup was also not 
around 6am on Monday.Residents officials, a malfunction in the working. Some residents were forced 
complained that they have been facing transformer at the 220 kV power to seek refuge with friends or at hotels.
frequent power disruptions for the past station in Sector 72 was the root cause, Ravinder Dutt, a resident of Raheja 
2-3 days due to an increase in demand triggering disruptions at the 66 kV Navodaya, explained that the society 
for which the infrastructure is not up to power stations in sectors 47 and 51. A still relies on a temporary power 
the mark.Dharamvir Yadav, a resident similar fault occurred at the 220 kV connection. “At a time when the 
of Mayfield Gardens, said, “We had a power station in Daultabad, disturbing temperature is so high, it becomes 
sleepless night as there was frequent the power supply in substations in really difficult. There was a failure in 
tripping and prolonged power failure. Harsaru and Farrukhnagar.grid supply, and even the DG set was 
On Monday, there were outages twice. “Apart from local faults, there has been running under capacity. ,” he said.
The inverter battery also ran out. While no major issue, and we have ample A resident of Raheja Navodaya said, 
power demand is increasing, the supply. The problem has been “There was no electricity last night, 
infrastructure is getting overloaded, rectified,” said Shyambir Saini, and I had to go to my friend’s home in 
resulting in malfunctions. If this is the superintendent engineer of DHBVN DLF3 to sleep.”“Since our township is 
situation now, we fear how we will (circle-1).on a rural feeder, there is frequent 

Max temperature above 45°C for 2nd 
day on trot; min year's highest at 31.6°C

degrees Celsius. This means the Ridge at 45.6, Palam at 45.2, Gurgaon. A day after the city witnessed its 
city could see a heatwave on May Raj Ghat at 43.8, Lodhi hottest day of the year with the maximum 
25, when people will cast their Road at 44.4 and Mayur temperature at 45.5 degrees Celsius, it 
v o t e  i n  t h e  L o k  S a b h a  Vihar at 43.7 degrees reeled under the grip of a heatwave for the 
elections.Forecasts by IMD CelsiusDoctors cautioned second consecutive day on Monday. The 
suggest dry weather is likely to people about stepping out in maximum temperature was 45.3 degrees 
continue over Punjab, Haryana the heat. Dr Satish Koul, Celsius - 4.7 notches above normal. 
and Chandigarh over the next five senior director and unit head Heatwave conditions are likely to 
days. "Parts of southern and (internal medicine), Fortis continue over the region for the next three 
western Punjab and Haryana are Hospital, said: "As the days.According to India Meteorological 
r epor t ing  h igh  max imum mercury rises to unbearable Department (IMD), a heatwave is 
temperatures ranging from 45 to levels, the threat of heat-declared if maximum temperature 
46 degrees Celsius. The day related illnesses is also on breaches 45 degrees Celsius and is at least 
temperature over northern the rise. The solution lies in 4.5 notches above the normal.

At 47.4 degrees Celsius, Najafgarh in regions, including Chandigarh is prevention and in ensuring 
temperatures till Friday. The maximum south-west Delhi was the hottest spot in about 43 to 44 degrees. No major change that you keep yourself protected against 
temperature at base station Safdarjung the country. Monday was the second day is expected during the next two days. high temperatures. Heat stroke is one of 
was 44.1 degrees Celsius, against 44.4 a on the trot and the third time this summer Prevailing heatwave to severe heatwave the dangerous illnesses that can strike in 
day earlier.when Najafgarh was declared the hottest conditions will continue over Punjab, high heat conditions and in extreme cases 

The minimum temperature was 29.2 place in India.Meanwhile, the minimum Haryana and Chandigarh till Friday," said can even cause death. Heat stroke occurs 
degrees Celsius, three notches above temperature in Gurgaon on Monday was an IMD official. when the body temperature rises above 
normal and highest minimum so far, and Moreover, severe heatwave conditions are 31.6 degrees Celsius - considerably up 105 degrees Fahrenheit (40.6 degrees 
against 28.2 degrees a day earlier. The likely at a few places in southern and from Sunday's 28.3 degrees and 7.3 Celsius) and the body loses its ability to 
humidity oscillated between 15% and western parts of Haryana and Punjab in notches above normal - marking the regulate the temperature. The normal 
50%.The maximum temperature at the next 10 days, where maximum highest nighttime temperature of the year temperature of the body is 98.4 degrees 
Mungeshpur was recorded at 47.1 degrees temperature could reach 46 to 47 degrees so far.Though IMD has not issued any Fahrenheit (37 degrees Celsius). This 
Celsius, Pitampura 46.6, Jafarpur 46.3, Celsius in some pockets.Meanwhile in alert, the maximum temperature for happens due to extreme heat exposure and 
Pusa (west Delhi) 46.1, Ayanagar 45.7, Delhi, has issued a red alert for extreme Saturday too is likely to hover at 46 the rise in temperature."

Gurgaon: The district administration has prohibited 
construction of unauthorised slums on govt and 
private land in city. An order was issued on Monday by 
deputy commissioner Nishant Kumar Yadav, 
exercising powers under Section 144 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1973.

These orders will come into effect immediately and 
remain in force till Sept 30, 2024.

The order highlights that unauthorised slums have been 
constructed on some private lands in various parts of 
Gurgaon. The concerned department demolished these 
slums from time to time, but locals rebuild them and 
illegally collected taxes from people living in them.

Yadav has issued these orders to prevent risk or danger to 
human life and property and to prevent disruption of 
public peace and harmony. Any person found guilty of 
violating the order will be prosecuted and punished 
according to law under Section 188 of the IPC. The 
order was issued in view of recent incidents of fire at 
unauthorised slums.The decision to prohibit the 
construction of unauthorised slums is a step towards 
ensuring the safety and well-being of the citizens of 
city.We also published the following articles recently

'Unauthorised persons' derail freight train near Russia's 
VolgogradFreight train carriages derailed in 
Volgograd region by 'unauthorised persons', blamed 
on Ukraine, Belarusian man arrested for placing 
explosives, teenagers charged for sabotage in 
Moscow, incidents on Baikal-Amur mainline.

India denies Maldives' accusation of 'unauthorised' 
naval chopper sortieIndian high commission in Male 
refuted Maldives' accusation of unauthorized sortie by 
Indian naval chopper, stating Indian military 
personnel operating helicopters gifted to Maldives 
made an unnotified trip during former President's 
administration on May 11, without notifying 
MNDF110127410

Lok Sabha polls: More than roti-kapda, makaan plans 
spooking Mumbai slum areasIn Mumbai, the housing 
crisis persists with ongoing challenges in slum 
rehabilitation efforts. Legal disputes, political debates, 
and public concerns shape the complex landscape of 
affordable housing initiatives

Illegal slums on govt, pvt 
land? Face legal action

Despite ban, extra floors 
constructed & registered

Gurgaon. The department of town and country 
planning (DTCP) has ordered the demolition of 
extra floors constructed by plot owners without 
permission after state govt banned stilt-plus-
four-floor buildings last year.On Feb 23, 2023, 
Haryana govt decided to temporarily suspend all 
fresh building plan approvals for four-floor 
buildings across the state. The action was taken 
after residents demanded a ban on construction 
of four floors due to overburdened infrastructure 
and lack of amenities. Govt had allowed 
construction of fourth floors through a policy 
amendment in 2019.Now, DTCP has received 
several complaints about property owners 
constructing additional floors despite having 
permission for only two floors, with architects 
also issuing occupation certificates (OCs) for 
these properties under the self-certification 
scheme. Officials said DTCP will now revoke 
the OCs issued to these buildings and request the 
Council of Architecture to blacklist the rchitects 
concerned for violating the norms.In March this 
year, the department sought clarification from 
the DTCP headquarters in Chandigarh, pointing 
out that many four-storey building owners had 
built additional floors hoping to get permission 
for them later.

A senior official said, “Town planners had sought 
clarification on several cases. In some of them, 
building plans for stilt plus two floors were 
sanctioned, but owners constructed four floors 
with the intention to pay a compounded fee 
while applying for an OC. Several buildings 
even got OCs from architects.”In its reply, DTCP 
headquarters said these were serious violations 
and sought an action-taken report from the 
senior town planner of Gurgaon DTCP, 
including cancellation of OC and action against 
architects.District town planner (planning) 
Rajesh Kaushik said, “The report will be sent 
within 10 days after following the orders 
received from the headquarters. Architects have 
also been informed about the order. After the 
ban, OCs should not have been issued for any 
such building. Action will be taken against the 
architects who have issued OCs as per the order.”

Spent 1.2cr, finish Bhondsi 
drain work soon, officials 
told

Gurgaon.Yashpal Arora was a huge fan of his cover 
drive and her smile. So, when Mansoor Ali Khan 
Pataudi and wife Sharmila Tagore came to the city 
asking for votes, he was one of the first to reach the 
ground where the cricketer-actor couple were to hold 
a rally.It’s taken more than 50 years for elections in 
this constituency to take another celebrity turn. 
There are two in fact, this time, appealing to different 
personalities and different generations. Bollywood 
star-turned-politician Raj Babbar (71) is the 
Congress candidate. Singer-rapper Rahul Yadav aka 
Fazilpuria, half Babbar’s age, is representing JJP.

‘Tiger Pataudi’ came to the election scene in 1971 
when Rao Birender Singh formed Vishal Haryana 
Party after parting ways with Congress and asked the 
then Indian cricket team captain to contest on a party 
ticket.Singh, who wielded considerable clout in the 
Ahirwal region of south Haryana, was hoping to cash 
in on support from Muslim and Yadav communities. 
And since Nawab Pataudi was already a national 
sports icon, he was thought to be the ideal candidate.

Old timers recalled MAK Pataudi went from village to 
village in his limousine, and where the road was bad, 
would switch to a jeep. If the terrain was tough even 
for the jeep, he would ride a camel. He was 
accompanied by Sharmila, who had already 
delivered hits like ‘Aradhana’ and ‘An Evening In 
Paris’. Like in cricket stadiums, huge crowds would 
gather to catch a glimpse of them.

Gurgaon. MCG is investigating the usage of a partially 
constructed stormwater drain in Bhondsi village. The 
corporation has already spent around Rs 1.2 crore to 
construct 750m of the box-type drain. The total cost of 
the project is estimated at Rs 2.2 crore, and work has 
been halted for the past year due to encroachment 
obstructing the drain’s outfall.

The drain’s outfall is intended to discharge into a pond, 
which is currently full of water and lacks any outfall. 
The matter came to light during the scrutiny of the bills 
by chief engineer Vishal Bansal. It was during his visit 
that he found that work was incomplete and there were 
various discrepancies in the work executed so far.

“The stormwater drain was not required in the first place 
as the drain already existing in its place could 
channelise the water. However, now that the funds have 
been spent and it is imperative to establish a proper 
final disposal system. The officials responsible have 
put forth a proposal to connect the stormwater drain 
outfall to a nearby pond, which would then be linked to 
another drain under the authority of a different agency. 
However, the viability of this plan remains to be 
determined,” said an MCG official.

He added, “One potential issue is that the pond in 
question lacks any further outfall. Moreover, it is 
crucial to ascertain whether the drain managed by the 
other govt agency has a suitable outfall or not. The main 
criticism in this situation is that the officers involved 
should have conducted a thorough evaluation of the 
final water disposal from the stormwater drain before 
proceeding with the project. This oversight has led to 
the current predicament, where additional efforts and 
resources may be required to find an appropriate 
solution.”Bansal has now directed executive engineer 
Sanjeev Kumar to identify the officers responsible for 
creating the estimate and approving the design and 
drawing in an irrational manner. Moreover, the chief 
engineer has discovered inconsistencies in the work 
executed on the ground, noting that the level of the 
drain from the road is not consistent at all locations. The 
officials now have been directed to remove 
encroachment and complete the construction of the 
drain and provide a proper outfall.

Playing after 50 years, a 
celeb show since Nawab 
Pataudi came for votes
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Inderjit files nomination; assets up 3-fold in 5 yrs
Gurgaon: Senior BJP functionary Rao Inderjit Singh, who is eyeing a sixth term as Gurgaon MP in the upcom-

ing Lok Sabha elections, filed his nomination on Monday. Chief minister Nayab Singh Saini, along with MLAs and
leaders from south Haryana, accompanied Singh.CM Saini stated that the party is so strong in the Gurgaon parlia-
mentary constituency that no one from Congress is ready to contest, and the party is struggling to announce its can-
didate. The CM urged voters to turn out in big numbers to ensure bigger victory margins. “Come out in large num-
bers on polling day despite unfavourable weather conditions and ensure a victory margin of more than eight lakh
from Gurgaon,” Saini said.Confident about the election outcome, Singh — who won the seat three times as a
Congress candidate and since 2014 in BJP colours — also urged voters to ensure his victory by the highest margin
in Haryana. “I have carried out several development works in past years and in the coming five years, I will further
expedite work on infrastructural projects,” he said.Meanwhile, the nomination papers filed by Singh revealed that
the assets of the MP and his spouse have increased nearly threefold in the past five years. He has declared joint
assets of over Rs 121.7 crore with his wife in his nomination papers, a three-fold rise from Rs 42.1 crore in 2019. The
significant increase is attributed to an increase in the amount of bank deposits and appreciation of immovable prop-
erties.In the affidavit he filed along with his nomination papers, Singh gave details of his assets and liabilities.In the
last decade, the annual income of Singh and his wife has witnessed a marginal increase. Between 2014 and 2019,
the MP’s annual income increased from around Rs 1.2 crore to Rs 1.6 crore, while that of his wife rose from Rs 10
lakh to Rs 13.4 lakh. In 2023, Singh’s annual income was Rs 1.8 crore, while his wife earned nearly Rs 39.2 lakh.In
the affidavit filed on Monday, Singh stated he has Rs 2.8 lakh in cash, while his wife has Rs 1.4 lakh. He disclosed
deposits in bank accounts and with financial and non-financial institutions of nearly Rs 16.7 crore, up from Rs 5.97
crore in 2019. His wife had deposits amounting to Rs 1.6 crore five years ago, which have now risen to Rs 2.3 crore.In
terms of investment in shares and mutual funds, Singh’s wife seems to be more interested in the share market com-
pared to her politician husband. In 2019, Singh’s investment in shares and mutual funds was Rs 40.8 crore, which
remained the same in 2024. His wife, meanwhile, invested Rs 2.7 crore in 2019, which has now increased to over Rs
3.8 crore.A majority of Singh’s immovable assets are inherited. In 2019, Singh had immovable assets worth Rs 10.3
crore, out of which Rs 1.8 crore was self-acquired and the remaining inherited. Singh’s Hindu undivided family
(HUF) had immovable assets of Rs 11.3 crore, out of which Rs 3.5 crore was self-acquired and the rest inherited.In
2024, Singh’s immovable properties have a market value of Rs 34.9 crore, of which just Rs 10.2 crore is self-acquired.
The HUF has immovable assets of Rs 47.4 crore, out of which Rs 13.9 crore is self-acquired. Singh owns two cars:
a Toyota Innova (2015) and a Toyotad Camry (2019). No cases are registered against him.
Two in Noida fall ill after eating McDonald's

burger, Theobroma bakery cake
NOIDA. The Food Safety and Drug Administration

Department (FDA) officials gathered samples from a
McDonald's outlet located in Noida Sector 18 and a
Theobroma bakery in Sector 104.This action was taken
in response to a complaint filed by a consumer who
allegedly became ill after consuming food items from
these establishments, as stated by officials on
Monday.The complaints were submitted through the
Food Safety Connect portal, which is operated by the
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI),
according to officials.Officials reported that the com-
plaint against the McDonald's outlet in Noida Sector 18
alleged that a consumer became sick after eating a burg-
er and french fries purchased from the restaurant.In
response to the complaint, a team from the Food Safety
and Drug Administration (FDA), Gautam Buddh Nagar,
promptly took action and visited the McDonald's outlet
in Noida Sector 18 to collect samples for further investi-
gation."We got a com-
plaint on the portal against
McDonald's.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client MR. SHYAM SUNDER S/O LT
MR. LAXMI NARAYANA R/O 670, RISHI
NAGAR, RANI BAGH, SHAKUR BASTI,
DELHI-110034 had disown his son namely
MR. JITENDER ARORAand his wife name-
ly MRS. SHIKHA ARORA through publica-
tion on the daily newspaper at Sikh times and
jansatha on dated 02.08.2017. Now they all
are in the control of my client so my client
withdraw the said previous notice given in the
said newspaper my client responsible for the
acts and conducts of both.

ROHIT MALHOTRAADVOCATE
CHAMBER NO. 1412, 14th FLOOR,

ROHINI COURTS, DELHI

NAME CHANGE
I, RAMESH  S/O RAJBIR SINGH resid-
ing at  H NO-309-A, GROUND FLOOR,
UNA APARTMENT, I P EXTENSION,
SHAKARPUR, DELHI-110092 have
changed my  name to RAMESH
SAGAR  for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, CHITTER MAL AGARWAL S/O
MAHADEV PRASAD AGARWAL
R/o C-107 2ND FLOOR,  RIGHT
SIDE, DLF BHOPURA,  DELSHAD
GARDEN EXTENSION,
GAZIYABAD UTTAR PRADESH-
201005 have changed my name
from CHITTER MAL AGARWAL to
CHHITAR MAL AGARWAL FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANJEET SINGH ARNEJA S/O
RAMINDER PAL SINGH residing
at F-67, RADIO COLONY, DELHI-
110009 have changed my  name to
SANJEET SINGH  for all future
purposes

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Manav alias Manav
Simar alias Manav Simar Simar S/O Ved
Prakash R/O  C-194 New Moti Nagar
Near Balaji Mandir Ramesh Nagar H.O.
West Delhi, Delhi-110015, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be known
as Manav Simar.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as KAMINI alias
KAMINI SOLANKI D/O RAJPALSINGH
W/O Vikram Solanki, House No. 94,
Village Matiala, Uttam Nagar, Matiala,
West Delhi, Delhi -110059 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be known
as KAMINI  SOLANKI.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANDEEP S/O RAMDHARI SINGH
residing at  VPO KHATURA 89 SONI-
PAT HARYANA-131301  have changed
my  name   to SANDEEPKUMAR  for all
future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I Rajbir Singh Son of Chatter Singh
Gehlaut, Residing at House No- A/2,
Farm Green Avenue Street,Vasant
Kunj, New Delhi, 110070, have
changed my name to Rajbir Singh
Gehlawat  for all purposes

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Pramila Devi alias
Priyanka Mishra D/O JAGAT DUBEY
W/O: Anjani Kumar Mishra, R/O S-
218, Central Pablic School,
Shakarpur, PO: Shakarpur, DIST:
East Delhi, Delhi-110092 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as PRIYANKA MISHRA.

NAME CHANGE
I, PRINSH son of JC-481855N, Rank-
SUB Name-MADAN SINGH BHADO-
RIApresently residing at VILL-KHADERI
KAPURA, PO-AHROLI GHAT, TEHSIL-
ATER, DISTT-BHIND, M.P-477111 have
changed my name from PRINSH to
PRINSH SINGH BHADORIYA for all
future purposes vide Affidavit Dated
21/05/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, DEBASHREE DAS wife of No.
18003371H Rank-HAV Name-
JITENDRA KUMAR DAS presently
residing at VPO-KURUDA, TEHSIL-
SORO, DISTT-BALASORE, ODISHA-
756046 have changed my name from
DEBASHREE DAS to DEBASHREE
NAYAK  for all future purposes vide
Affidavit Dated 20/05/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, MUHAMMAD ASHFAQUE S/O
JALALUDDIN Residing at H NO-A-
429 GALI NO-3 CHAUHAN BAN-
GAR SEELAMPUR DELHI 110053
have changed my name to MOHD
ASHFAQ for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Rajinder Prasad S/o - Bishram
Prasad R/o RZJ-3A/214 , West Sagar
pur, Sagarpur delhi-110046 have
changed my name from Rajinder
Prasad to Rajender Prasad for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, WARISA W/O MOHD SALEEM
Residing at H NO-6-A-22/23 OLD CT-
326/447 GALI NO-2 CHAUHAN
BANGER SEELAMPUR DELHI
110053 have changed my name to
VARISABEGUM for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANJAY KUMAR WADHWA S/O
MOHAN LAL WADHWA residing at
HOUSE NO 2002 SECTOR 28
FARIDABAD HARYANA-121008
have changed my  name   to SANJAY
WADHWA for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as YOGESH SINGH
S/O SHIVNANDAN SINGH R/O H. No
12 Kh. No. 23/8/2, Major Bhola Ram
Encl., Near Ranjit Vihar, Village
Pochanpur, Dwarka Sector-23, South
West Delhi, Delhi -110077 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as YOOGES SINGH.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I KAVITAW/O
RADHEY SHYAM R/O H NO 7,SARAI
KALE KHAN,Hazrat Nizamuddin , s.o south
delhi Delhi-110013. declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as KAVITA
BASISTA in my minor sonTILAK BASISTA
aged 17 years in his 10th class school
records. The actual name of mine is KAVITA
Which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that
I, RAMANAIAH GOWNIPALLI (G
RAMANAIAH) S/O G VEERANAGA-
IAH (alias VEERANAGAIAH G) R/O
FLAT NO. C-201, 2ND FLOOR, FAC-
ULTY RRESIDENCE, AMITY UNIVER-
SITY GWALIAR (150), GURGAON-
122413, HARYANA state that the name
of mine in my passport is written as
RAMANAIAH G, 10th class certificate
GOWNIPALLI  RAMANAIAH, Aadhar
Card and PAN card G RAMANAIAH
instead of RAMANAIAH GOWNIPALLI
which all belong to the same person i.e.
me and in my records (including pass-
port) my name be considered as
RAMANAIAH GOWNIPALLI.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I. Subodh Kumar, Advocate on behalf of
my client Harish, S/o Sh. Nathpal Singh,
H. No. 384, Gali No. 20, Baba Surdas
Colony, Tilpat, Faridabad-121003 hereby
declare that he has changed his name
From Harish S/o Sh. Nathpal Singh to
Harish Honda, S/o Sh. Nathpal Honda
and now he will be known as Harish
Honda, S/o Sh. Nathpal Honda instead
of Harish S/o Sh. Nathpal Singh in future.

SUBODH KUMAR Advocate
Ch. No.-749, Saket Court, New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Danish
Malik S/o Mohd. Shahid is the
owner of Freehold Residential Plot
area measuring 100 Sq. Yds. i.e.,
83.61 Sq. Mtrs., out of Khasra No.
272/6, situated at Residential
Colony Khushal Park Village Loni
(Chakbandi area) Pargana & Tehsil
Loni Distt. Ghaziabad U.P. By
Virtue, Gift Deed dated 18.04.2024
duly registered in the office of SR-
Loni, Ghaziabad, as Vide Doc. No.
6762, Vol. No. 5675, Book no. I, on
pages 343-362, & Rectification
Deed dated 01.05.2024 duly regis-
tered in the office of SR- Loni,
Ghaziabad, Vide Doc. No. 7742,
Vol. No. 5729, Book No. 1, On
Pages 191- 210, now our client is
declaring that that any other Person
does not have any right over the
said property, and same has been
finance by Piramal Capital &
Housing Finance Ltd. Branch:
Pitampura, Delhi.  If any person is
having objection right of claim
against the said property, contact to
undersigned along with supporting
documents within 07 days from the
date of publication of this notice and
or the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained.

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Manoj
Kumar Tyagi purchasing Freehold
Residential Plot Bearing No. I-263,
area measuring 111.52 Sq Mtrs,
Situated in Govindpuram,
Ghaziabad, U.P.  from Mohd
Shamshad, Dilshad Mohd, Shama,
Roma, Ruby and Azad Mohd legal
heirs of Late Mr Raj Mohd, died on
16.01.2018 & and he was pur-
chased said property, vide Sale
Deed dated 24.01.2006, Document
No. 877, Book No1, Volume No.
2259 Page No. 361-375, registered
on 24.01.2006 by SR II Ghaziabad.
Our client is declaring that any other
Person does not have any right over
the said property, which is to be
financed by Piramal Capital &
Housing Finance Ltd. (Formerly
Piramal Housing Finance Limited)
Branch: Shahdara, Delhi. If any per-
son(s) have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the` right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

NAME CHANGE
I SIDDHARATH SHARMA, S/o Shri
Manoj Sharma, R/o C 42, Gulmohar
Park, New Delhi 110049 have
changed my name to SIDDHARTH
SHARMA for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Harpreet kaur W/o Sandeep Singh
Bhatia R/o 52/73 1st Floor, Prabhat
Road,Ramjas Road, Karol Bagh
Delhi -110005 have changed my
name from Harpreet kaur to Harpreet
Kaur Bhatia for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sandeep Singh S/o-Manjit Singh
Bhatia R/o 52/73 1st Floor, Prabhat
Road,Ramjas Road, Karol Bagh Delhi
-110005 have changed my name from
Sandeep Singh to Sandeep Singh
Bhatia for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sandeep Singh S/o-Manjit Singh
Bhatia R/o 52/73 1st Floor, Prabhat
Road,Ramjas Road, Karol Bagh
Delhi -110005 have changed my
minor daughter name from Sachleen
Kaur to Sachleen Kaur Bhatia for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as M BRIJESH alias
VENKATESH S/O MUTUSWAMI
R/O E-695, J. J. COLONY, SHAKUR-
PUR, DELHI, NORTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110034 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as VENKATESH.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
MANSHU DAHIYA S/o SUREN-
DER SINGH, R/o House No. - 511,
Garhi Sisana(27-r), PO: Garhi
Sisana ED, Sonipat, Haryana –
131408, declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written as MAN-
SHU in my 10th Class Educational
Documents. The actual name of
mine is MANSHU DAHIYA respec-
tively, which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, Shivangi Kapoor D/o Raj Kapoor
R/o H.No.16, Back Portion, 2nd Floor,
Block-3, Ramesh Nagar, Delhi-
110015, have changed my name  to
Shivangi Arora permanently.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
NARENDRA MULCHANDANI S/o
PRITAM DAS MULCHANDANI R/o
92, Second Floor, Near Made Easy
Coaching, Ghitorni, South West
Delhi, Delhi-110030, declare that
name of mine and my father have
been wrongly written as NAREN-
DRA and PRITAM DAS BANNU-
MAL in my 10th class Marksheet
cum Certificate. Name of mine and
my father have been wrongly writ-
ten as NARENDRA BANNUMAL
and PRITAM DAS in my B.Sc.
Marksheet Certificate. Name of
mine and my father have been
wrongly written as NARENDRA
BANNUMAL and PRITAM DAS
BANNUMAL in my M.Sc.
Marksheet Certificate. Name of
mine, my father and my mother
have been wrongly written as
NARENDRA BANNUMAL, PRITA-
MDAS BANNUMAL and JYOTI
BANNUMAL in my 12th class
Marksheet cum Certificate. The
actual name of mine, my father and
my mother are NARENDRA
MULCHANDANI, PRITAM DAS
MULCHANDANI and JYOTI
MULCHANDANI respectively.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as ASHOK BHARTI
S/o HARE RAM ROY, R/o H.No.
251, Block B1, Street No. 8, New
Ashok Nagar, Delhi-110096, have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as ASHOK RAI.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as PINKI BHARD-
WAJ alias PINKY BHARDWAJ W/o
KRISHAN KUMAR BHARDWAJ
R/o House No. 135-136, 3rd Floor,
Pocket-3, Sector-22 Rohini,
Sultanpuri C-Block, North West
Delhi, Delhi-110086, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as PINKY BHARDWAJ.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as ASHU
AGNIHOTRI S/o VINOD, perma-
nent R/o Tiliya Ghatwasa
Harpalpur Sawayajpur, Hardoi,
Uttar Pradesh-241402, and cur-
rently residing at 360, Parmanand
Colony, Gurudwara ke Pass, New
Delhi-110009, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as CHANDRESH AGNIHOTRI.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as RAMKEWAL
S/o RAM PRAKASH, permanent
R/o Ghatwasa, Hardoi, Uttar
Pradesh-241402, and currently
residing at 360, Parmanand
Colony, Gurudwara ke Pass, New
Delhi-110009, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as SHIVANSH SINGH.

NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that my client Smt. Manju Grover W/o Sh.
Yogesh Grover is the owner of Entire Ground floor portion without roof rights
Residential Property No. 81 area measuring 180 Sq. Yads., Situated in the
layout plan of the Friend central Govt. Employees Co- Operative House
Building Society Ltd., Colony Know as "Surya Niketan" Delhi vide Sale Deed
dated 02/12/2000 executed by Sh. Rajender Kumar Singhal S/o Sh. M.C
Singhal Partner of M/s Milan Associates in favour of Smt. Manju Grover W/o
Sh. Yogesh Grover in respect of Entire Ground floor portion without roof
rights of built up property No. 81 area measuring 180 Sq. Yads as Doc. No.
5178, vol. no. 392, page no. 186-191, SR-VIII. Initially, The Friends Central
Govt.  Employers Co- Operative house building Society Ltd allotted said
property to Sh. V.P. Verma S/o Sh. T.R. Verma, Later, Sub Lease Deed dated
08/12/1981 executed by POI and The Friends Central Govt.  Employers Co-
Operative house building Society Ltd in favour of Sh. V.P. Verma S/o Sh. T.R.
Verma (Doc. No. 3595), Later GPA, SPA and Will dated 11/10/1999 execut-
ed by Sh. V.P. Verma S/o Sh. T.R. Verma in favour of Sh. Vinod Sharma S/o
Late Sh. K.C. Sharma in respect of said property and ATS dated 11/10/1999
executed by Sh. V.P. Verma S/o Sh. T.R. Verma in favour of M/s Lalji Builders
(P) Ltd through its Director Sh. Vinod Sharma in respect of said property,
Later, Conveyance Deed dated 11/10/1999 executed by DDA in favour of Sh.
V.P. Verma S/o Sh. T.R. Verma in respect of said property (Doc. No. 4304)
Later, GPA and Will dated 15/03/2000 executed by Sh. Vinod Verma S/o Late
Sh. K.D Sharma in favour of Sh. Rajender Kumar Singhal S/o Sh. M.C
Singhal in respect of said property And Notarized ATS dated 15/03/2000 exe-
cuted by M/s. Lalji Builders Pvt. Ltd. through its Director Mr. Vinod Sharma in
favour of M/s. Milan Associates through its Partner Mr. Rajender Kumar
Singhal in respect of Property No. 81, admeasuring 180 sq. yds. Finally, Sale
Deed dated 02/12/2000 in favour of our abovementioned client who will mort-
gage the said immovable property for bonafide requirements to HDFC BANK
LTD. Whosoever is having any objection to the said mortgage or anyone has
claim or right or interest in the property shall contact the undersigned with the
objection within 07 days failing which it shall be presumed that there stands
no objections.
NEW DELHI     PRAGYA BHUSHAN ADVOCATE
DATE: 21/5/2024  Enrl. No. D/721/02

Office: L-27,GF,  Kailash Colony, New Delhi-48
Mob.: 9968006418

NAME CHANGE
I, SANJIV KUMAR S/o RAMASHRAY
SINGH R/o House No. 15, Type-II,
North West Moti Bagh, Chanakya
Puri, New Delhi -110021 have
changed the name of my minor Son
SANCHAY aged 14 years and he
shall hereafter be known as SAN-
CHAY KUMAR SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as RIYAANSH
VATNANI S/o SANJAY VATNANI
residing at House No. C-104, 4th Floor,
Phase -I, Ashok Vihar, North West
Delhi, Delhi - 110052 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be known
as RAAJVEER KS VATNANI.

NAME CHANGE
I, SURENDRA S/O RAJDEV SINGH
R/O N-86/233 LAWRENCE ROAD,
TRI NAGAR NORTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110035 have changed my
name to SURENDER PRATAP
SINGH for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as MANZOOR
BEGUM alias MANZORAN BEGUM
W/o HAMID AHMED residing at
House No.- F-82, Street No. -3 ,
Chand Bagh, North East Delhi -
110094 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as MANZO-
RAN BEGUM.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANJIV KUMAR S/o RAMASHRAY
SINGH R/o House No. 15, Type-II,
North West Moti Bagh, Chanakya
Puri, New Delhi – 110021 have
changed the name of my minor
Daughter SANVI aged 11 years and
she shall hereafter be known as
SAANVI KUMARI SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as VINAY TALIB S/o
VICKY TALIB residing at A-3/58-59,
First Floor, Sector-11, Near Shiv Parwati
Nilkanth Mandir, Raja Pur Kalan, North
West Delhi, Delhi -110085 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as VINAY K RIJWANI.
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Helicopter crash that killed Iran President 
caused due to 'technical failure'

'It wasn't us', Israel official says country 
not involved in Iran President's death

Trump's lawyers seek dismissal of  hush money 
case, prosecution concludes arguments

Britain slammed in inquiry for infecting thousands 
with tainted blood and covering up the scandal

World  US President Joe Biden, during a media briefing 
on Sunday, asserted he was the "Vice President during 
the (Covid-19) pandemic.Biden also said during the 
time, former President Barack Obama asked him to go to 
"Detroit to fix it".Notably, Mike Pence was the Vice 
President during the pandemic.When I was Vice 
President, things were kind of bad during the pandemic," 
Biden said."What happened was, Barack said to me, 'Go 
to Detroit, and help fix it'. Well, the poor mayor, he spent 
more time with me than he thought he was ever going to 
have to," he added.In February this year, Biden referred 
to terror group Hamas as 'Opposition'.The US President 
was asked about the ongoing hostage negotiations 
between Hamas and Israel, to which he responded 
saying, "There has been a response from the opposition."

Earlier, Biden, while addressing a crowd in Las Vegas, 
claimed he met former French president Francois 
Mitterrand soon after he (Biden) was elected.

(Francois Mitterrand died in January 1996.)
Biden is already the oldest President to serve in office, and 

if he were elected to serve another four years, Biden 
would leave office at the age of 86.

Biden, in latest gaffe, says he was 
US 'Vice President' during Covid-19 
pandemic

Gaza attack 'not genocide', 
Joe Biden reaffirms 'ironclad' 

support for Israel
Washington.US President Joe Biden strongly 

defended Israel on Monday, saying Israeli forces 
are not committing genocide in their military 
campaign against Hamas militants in Gaza in a 
rejection of criticism from pro-Palestinian 
protesters."What's happening in Gaza is not 
genocide. We reject that," Biden said at a Jewish 
American Heritage Month event at the White 
House.

Biden has faced protests at many of his events 
around the country from pro-Palestinian 
advocates who have labelled him "Genocide Joe" 
for his steadfast support for Israel.In remarks at 
the White House event, Biden stressed his belief 
that Israel was the victim dating back to the 
October 7 attack on southern Israel by Hamas 
militants who killed 1,200 people and took 
hundreds of hostages.He said US support for the 
safety and security of Israelis is "ironclad"."We 
stand with Israel to take out (Hamas leader Yahya) 
Sinwar and the rest of the butchers of Hamas. We 
want Hamas defeated. We're working with Israel 
to make that happen," he said.

Negotiations have stalled between Israel and Hamas 
in trying to gain the freedom of sick, elderly and 
wounded hostages still held by the militants, but 
Biden vowed not to give up trying to gain their 
release."We're going to get them home, we're 
going to get 'em home, come hell or high water," 
Biden said.Biden has also called for an immediate 
ceasefire in Gaza, something that he reiterated in 
his commencement speech at Morehouse College 
on Sunday.Biden also rejected the International 
Criminal Court's prosecutor for saying he had 
requested arrest warrants for Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his defence 
chief over alleged war crimes.The ICC prosecutor 
on Monday also said he requested arrest warrants 
for Hamas chief Sinwar and two other Hamas 
leaders.Biden in recent months has faced growing 
political pressure from his own party over his 
handling of the Gaza conflict, as the Palestinian 
death toll climbed to more than 35,000 people, 
according to the Gaza Health Ministry, and 
Israel's siege has created dire humanitarian 
conditions in the territory.

Bell 212 aircraft that crashed was cause, The Washington Post reported. World The helicopter in which Iranian 
developed for the Canadian military in An Israeli official also said that the President Ebrahim Raisi and his 
the late 1960s as an upgrade of another Jewish nation was not involved in the F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  H o s s e i n  
aircraft. The model is a two-blade twin- death of Raisi.The death of Raisi, who Amirabdollahian, along with other 
engine medium helicopter with up to was close to Iran's Supreme Leader officials and crew members were 
15 seats that first flew in 1968, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and seen as his travelling, crashed due to a "technical 
according to Skybrary, an aviation successor, raised concerns about who failure", the Iranian state media 
database.  The helicopter  was may replace him. With the demise of reported.Raisi and Amirabdollahian 

the 63-year-old, the prime candidate were en route to Iran after their visit to 
to succeed Khamenei is his 55-year-Azerbaijan border where they 
old son, Mojtaba. However, there are inaugurated a dam project. Their 
concerns over the position going to a chopper crashed into the mountainous 
family member, especially after the terrain in northwest Iran's Jolfa and 
revolution overthrew the hereditary after hours of a massive search 
Pahlavi monarchy of the shah, The operation amid inclement weather, 
Associated Press reported.rescue teams spotted the site. No 

survivors were found. Iran has called for five days of 
mourning for President Raisi's The sudden demise of two of the most 
demise starting from Tuesday all the influential figures in Iran came at a 
way through Thursday. However, the time when tensions grip the Middle 

reportedly US-designed.The US and public spectre of grief was muted on Eas t .  I ran ian  Vice  Pres iden t  
Israel have remarked that they were not Monday with most shops open and Mohammad Mokhber has been named 
involved in the chopper crash in Raisi. children attending schools. Later on as acting President, with Iran's 
US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin Monday, hundreds of mourners Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
told reporters Monday that America crowded in Tehran with posters of Khamenei, asking him to ensure the 
"had no part to play" in the crash and Raisi and waving Palestinian flags.election of a new President takes place 
the Pentagon had no insight into the within 50 days, state media reported.he 

Israel on October 7, which led to a have insight into the cause of the World An Israeli official on Monday 
bloodbath in Gaza.Iran supported helicopter crash that killed Raisi. stated that the country was not 
Hamas in the conflict, and the Tehran- Austin also said that he did not involved in the death of Iranian 
backed Lebanese Shia militia necessarily see any broader impact on President Ebrahim Raisi in a helicopter 
Hezbollah was also involved in direct regional security. "I can't speculate on crash.The remarks came amid claims 

what may have been the cause," he told that Mossad was involved in the 
reporters.Meanwhile, the White House helicopter crash on Sunday, which 
responded that the dead Iranian killed Raisi, Foreign Minister 
President had "blood on his hands" for Hossein Amirabdollahian, and six 
supporting extremist groups in the other passengers and crew.
region."No question this was a man "It wasn't us," news agency Reuters 
who had a lot of blood on his hands," quoted the official, who requested 
White House national security anonymity.The charred bodies of 
spokesperson John Kirby told the Iranian president and others 
reporters, adding that the United States were found early Monday morning 
will continue to hold Iran accountable near the mountains close to the 
for what he called destabilizing Azerbaijan border after an 

conflict with Israel.The “shadow war" activity in the region.overnight search. The country then 
between Iran and Israel broke into the Iran’s Supreme Leader Khamenei officially declared the death of its 
open last month with tit-for-tat announced Mohammad Mokhber, who leader later today.Attacks and conflicts 
exchanges of drone and missile was the First Vice President, as the involving Iran and its proxy groups 
fire.However, US Defence Secretary interim president. A high-level probe erupted in the Middle East in the past 
Lloyd Austin stated that he did not has also been started into the incident.few months after Hamas attacked 

governments did not put patient safety devastating way."He vowed to "right LONDON. British authorities and the 
first," he said. "The response of those in this historic wrong" and said details of country's public health service knowingly 
authori ty  compounded people 's  a compensation package, expected to exposed tens of thousands of patients to 
suffering." total 10 billion pounds ($12.7 billion), deadly infections through contaminated 

would be announced Tuesday.blood and blood products, and hid the Prime Minister Rishi Sunak apologized to 
truth about the disaster for decades, an the victims and said the report's The report said many of the deaths and 
inquiry into the UK's infected blood publication marked "a day of shame for illnesses could have been avoided had 
scandal found Monday. the British state."Campaigners have the government taken steps to address 

fought for decades to bring official the risks linked to blood transfusions An estimated 3,000 people in the United 
failings to light and secure government or the use of blood products. Since the Kingdom are believed to have died and 
compensation. The inquiry was finally 1940s and the early 1980s it has been many others were left with lifelong 
approved in 2017, and over the past four known that hepatitis and the cause of illnesses after receiving blood or blood children, were infected with HIV -tainted 
years, it reviewed evidence from more AIDS respectively could be transmitted products tainted with HIV or hepatitis in blood products. Three-quarters of them 
than 5,000 witnesses and more than this way, the inquiry said.the 1970s to the early 1990s.The scandal have died. Up to 5,000 others who 
100,000 documents.has been the deadliest disaster in the received the blood products developed Langstaff said that, unlike a long list of 

history of Britain's state-run National chronic hepatitis C, a type of liver Many of those affected were people with developed countries, officials in the U.K. 
Health Service since its inception in 1948. infection.Meanwhile, an estimated hemophilia, a condition affecting the failed to ensure rigorous blood donor 

26,800 others were also infected with blood's ability to clot. In the 1970s, selection and screening of blood products. Former judge Brian Langstaff, who chaired 
hepatitis C after receiving blood patients were given a new treatment that At one school attended by children with the inquiry, slammed successive 
transfusions, often given in hospitals after the UK imported from the United States. hemophilia, public health officials gave governments and medical professionals 
childbirth, surgery or an accident, the Some of the plasma used to make the the children "multiple, riskier" treatments for "a catalog of failures" and refusal to 
report said."I am truly sorry," Sunak told a blood products was traced to high-risk as part of the research, the report said.admit responsibility to save face and 
packed and silent House of Commons. donors, including prison inmates, who expense. He found that deliberate He added that over the years authorities 
"Today's report shows a decades-long were paid to give blood samples.attempts were made to conceal the "compounded the agony by refusing to 
moral failure at the heart of our national scandal, and there was evidence of Because manufacturers of the treatment accept that wrong had been done," falsely 
life. From the National Health Service to government officials  destroying mixed plasma from thousands of telling patients they had received the best 
the civil service to ministers in successive documents."This disaster was not an donations, one infected donor would treatment available and that blood 
governments, at every level, the people accident. The infections happened compromise the whole batch. screening had been introduced at the 
and institutions in which we place our because those in authority - doctors, the earliest opportunity. When people were The report said around 1,250 people with 
trust failed in the most harrowing and blood services ,  and success ive  found to be infected.bleeding disorders, including 380 

ZDonald Trump's hush money 

trial entered its final stretch 

with the prosecution resting 

its case late Monday 

afternoon.

Australia, New Zealand 
dollars run out of puff, 
ponder rate outlooks

SYDNEY. Solomon Islands' newly elected Prime 
Minister Jeremiah Manele said the Pacific Island nation 
was ready to discuss "much, much larger bilateral co-
operation" with Australia, as the latter's Deputy Prime 
Minister Richard Marles visited on Tuesday.

A security pact struck with China in 2022 by the previous 
pro-Beijing leader Manasseh Sogavare, who 
encouraged Chinese infrastructure projects, alarmed 
Canberra and Washington amid concern over China's 
naval ambitions in the region.

The Solomon Islands' biggest aid donor, Australia 
provided policing support for national elections in April. 
China also has a policing presence on the archipelago, 
strategically located 1,600 km (990 miles) northeast of 
Australia."Australia remains Solomon Islands' partner 
of choice and I want to see our relationship grow to new 
heights during my tenure as prime minister," Manele 
told Marles in his first meeting as leader, the islands' 
government said in a statement.Marles, who is also 
defence minister, is on a one-day visit to Honiara, 
during which he also met Sogavare, the new 
government's finance minister.

Australia has provided extra budget support of A$7 
million ($4.66 million), and is in further talks, the 
statement added, while welcoming opportunities to 
send more citizens to work in Australia under a labor 
migration programme."I am ready to discuss the 
possibility of much, much larger bilateral co-operation 
partnerships to fast-track transformational 
undertakings," Manele said.Such steps would hasten 
Solomon Islands' efforts to achieve economic, social 
and security goals, he added.

SYDNEY: The Australian and New Zealand dollars 
faltered on Tuesday as momentum from last week's 
rally seeped away and markets pondered the outlook 
for steady interest rates at home.

The Aussie drifted off 0.2% to $0.6654, having 
repeatedly failed to re-take its recent four-month top of 
$0.6714. Support lies under $0.6650 and around 
$0.6630.Sentiment was aided by strength in prices for 
Australia's major commodities, notably copper where a 
squeeze on short positions drove prices to all-time 
highs.The kiwi dollar eased to $0.6091, and away from 
last week's one-month peak of $0.6139. It has support 
round $0.6083 and $0.6031.Australia's central bank on 
Tuesday released minutes of its last policy meeting 
where it considered hiking rates again, but decided to 
hold steady awaiting further data on inflation and 
consumer spending. "It seems holding for longer is the 
preferred strategy given soft activity, especially on the 
consumer side, unless inflation were to surprise 
sharply on the upside," said Tapas Strickland, head of 
market economics at NAB.

"We continue to expect a first cut in November given our 
forecasts for the economy are for subdued demand to 
see the labour market loosen a little more than the RBA 
expects in the near term."Investors have already priced 
out any chance of another hike, but neither do they see 
much prospect of an early cut with a December move 

implied at 50-50.The Reserve Bank of New Zealand 
(RBNZ) holds its policy meeting on Wednesday and 
considered certain to hold the official cash rate (OCR) 
at 5.5%. A Reuters poll of 30 analysts found all 
expected a steady outcome while the median forecast 
was for a first easing in the December quarter.

Markets imply a 46% chance of a cut as early as August, 
with an October easing put at 84%. Those odds 
narrowed last week when data showed inflation 
expectations subsiding.

The RBNZ itself has projected no rate cuts until well into 
next year, and there is a risk it sticks with that outlook in 
its updated forecasts."The RBNZ can maintain 
pressure on inflation, by simply doing nothing, 
effectively holding the OCR track unchanged," said 
Jarrod Kerr, chief economist at Kiwibank.

"But we see inflation returning to within the RBNZ's 1-
3% target by the September quarter, and continue to 
expect the next move to be a cut in November once the 
data confirm it."

Solomon Islands tells Australia it 
remains partner of  choice

Todd Blanche, who had sought the witness. Formerly a zealous defender of
dismissal.The exchange came at the Trump, he has become a fierce and
end of a day in which questions about frequently foul-mouthed critic.“There is
Cohen's character were front and no way that the court should let this case
centre. At the outset on Monday, go to the jury relying on Cohen’s
Merchan said he expected the two testimony,” Blanche said outside the
sides to make their closing arguments presence of the jury, adding that without
next week followed by jury Cohen’s testimony “there is no case.”
deliberations.The first former Prosecutor Christopher Conroy countered
president to face a criminal trial, that Cohen’s testimony was backed up by
Trump has pleaded not guilty to 34 documents and other evidence.“The trial
counts of falsifying business records evidence overwhelmingly supports each

case.But Trump's lawyers also got Cohen to cover up a $130,000 (Approximately element of the offence,” Conroy said. TheNew York.  Donald Trump's lawyers asked to admit that he stole money from his Rs 1 crore) payment to silence porn star judge could rule at any time on the motionthe judge overseeing his criminal hush former boss because he was angry that his Stormy Daniels, who had threatened to go to dismiss.Earlier, with the prosecutionmoney trial on Monday to dismiss the annual bonus fell short of his expectations public before the 2016 presidential having rested, Trump's lawyers begancase before it reaches the jury, arguing the after he handled the payment to Daniels.election with her account of an alleged calling witnesses of their own.One oftestimony of star witness Michael Cohen 
He said he paid roughly $20,000 in cash in a sexual encounter - a liaison Trump denies. those witnesses drew a reprimand fromwas not credible given his criminal record 

paper bag to a tech company out of the Trump, 77, has blasted the trial as a M e r c h a n  a f t e r  h e  e x p r e s s e dand history of lying.
$50,000 (Approximately Rs 41.6 lakh) politically motivated effort to hobble his dissatisfaction."If you don't like myJustice Juan Merchan did not immediately that it was owed and kept the rest. The Republican Party campaign to take back ruling, you don't give me side eye and yourule on the request, which is routine in Trump Organization later reimbursed him the White House from Democratic don't roll your eyes," Justice Juancriminal trials and rarely granted. But he $100,000 (Approximately Rs 83.2 lakh) President Joe Biden in the Nov. 5 election. Merchan told Robert Costello, asuggested that savvy jurors would be able in total to account for the taxes Cohen lawyer.Costello testified that Cohen toldCohen, Trump's estranged former fixer and to assess the credibility of Trump's ex- would owe."I just felt it was almost like him after a 2018 FBI raid that he did notlawyer, testified that he spoke repeatedly fixer's testimony for themselves. self-help,” Cohen said on the witness have any dirt on Trump to offerwith Trump about the payment to Daniels "You said that his lies are irrefutable, but do stand.As a convicted felon and admitted prosecutors.“He said, ‘I swear to God,in the final stretch of the 2016 presidential you think he's going to fool 12 New liar, Cohen, 57, carries baggage as a Bob.campaign - a pillar of the prosecution's Yorkers?" Merchan asked Trump lawyer 
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STATE 5

CHENNAI. At least 213 
f a m i l i e s  r e s e t t l e d  i n  
Perumbakkam under the 
Integrated Cooum River Eco 
Restoration Project five 
years ago are yet to get 
allotment orders for the 
houses they occupy.

Wi t h o u t  t e m p o r a r y  o r  
permanent allotment orders, 
these families have not 
received `5,000 per family 
issued as shifting allowance 
and a monthly subsistence 
allowance of `2,500 for one 
year that are usually provided 
u n d e r  t h e  I C R E R P  
resettlement package.

The Information and Resource 
Centre for the Deprived 
U r b a n  C o m m u n i t i e s  
(IRCDUC) which undertook 
a rapid assessment to identify 
these families has urged the 
Tamil Nadu Urban Habitat 
D e v e l o p m e n t  B o a r d  enumeration at the time of TNUHDB. dealing with mounting 
(TNUHDB) to provide the eviction.Since they were electricity bills since the The lack of allotments even 
pending allowances with allotted housing later than billing name specifies the after five years results in the 
interest. While the IRCDUC most, they received tokens, a designation of TNUHDB families living in fear of 
estimates around 1,000 handwritten slip with the engineer and not the names losing their houses at any 
families may have been house number, name of the of allottees. Without being time.“In a few blocks these 
denied the allowances due to allottee and the seal of the able to pay EB bills, bills families also pointed out that 
the lack of allotments, they assistant engineer of the city have piled up.they are also not recognised 
were able to track only 213, c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a n d  n o t  and included by residents When contacted, a TNUHDB 
the report said. a l lo tmen t  o rde r.These  welfare association because official said they are awaiting 

The families resettled from NN families are also not provided they are referred to as enumeration details from the 
N a g a r  ( N a v a l a n  fans and lights that usually ‘temporary’ families. They corporation to verify whether 
Nedunchezhiyan Nagar), come with the resettlement are never included or these people were residents 
Kakkan Street, Amma Nagar, package under ICRERP and provided opportunities to of the evicted areas. “We will 
SM Nagar (Sathyavani are left out of livelihood become members or office- process their allotments once 
Muthu Nagar), and Pallavan restoration programmes like bearers of the association,” the verification is done and 
Nagar were the ‘left-out’ employment linkages and the report said.In addition, disburse the allowances,” the 
families who were not skill training provided by the these families are also official said.
included in the initial 

A lifeline for many, Kabini Dam 
forgotten on its golden jubilee

Kabini left bank canal for the first time, developed using a special grant. In the 
bringing immense relief and joy to budget, a botanical garden at the Kabini 
farmers.nstead of festive celebrations dam site was also announced on the lines 
marking the dam’s golden jubilee, there is of the Brindavan Gardens in KRS but 
a palpable sense of anger among the remained only on paper.The local MLA, 
farmers and the residents here against the too, announced last year that the golden 
authorities for turning a blind eye to the jubilee would be planned, the dam would MYSURU. May 20 marked a significant 
occasion. The State Government’s be developed, and it would be a yearlong milestone in the history of Karnataka’s 
apparent oversight has not gone celebration. It only remained as a promise, agriculture landscape. It was the 50th 
u n n o t i c e d ,  w i t h  m a n y  f a r m e r s  and nothing progressed thereafter,” says anniversary of Kabini Dam’s construction 
disappointment. Forget developing the S u n i l ,  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  and operation. However, what should have 
region, the least we were expecting from Bidarahalli.Meanwhile, a retired staff been a day of celebration has turned into a 
the government or authorities was a member of the dam revealed that all the moment of disappointment for the local 
celebration to honour this milestone. details regarding this were provided to the community as the authorities have 
Kabini Dam is our lifeline,” says Kumara, officials as well, but they have not taken neglected this historic occasion, failing to 
a resident of Beechanahalli. The lack of things seriously. When The New Indian organise any commemorative events or 
acknowledgement from the authorities has Express asked an official from the Water functions.hough the work on constructing 
left many questioning the government’s Resources Department for not holding any the dam commenced in 1959, it was 
commitment to supporting and preserving event to celebrate the occasion, the officer, completed in 1974, and on May 20, 1974, 
such vital infrastructure.“Successive on condition of anonymity, said that they the Kabini dam began its vital role in 
governments announced that HD Kote had not received any directives from the transforming the agricultural landscape of 
town and the Kabini region would be government in this regard.the region as water was released into the 

This colony near 
Mattancherry is a 
melancholic ode to 

Mehboob

KOCHI. Established 20 years ago, Mehboob 
Park Colony in Kunnumpuram near 
Mattancherry, is named after the legendary 
playback singer H Mehboob, whose songs 
continue to enchant us even today.

Mehboob was born in Pattalam nearby, and grew 
up in this region of Kochi. Mattancherry and 
Fort Kochi have several Mehboob fan clubs, 
and annual programmes are run to honour 
‘Bayi’, known for songs such as Akaale aarum 
kaividum from the film 'Jeevitha Nouka' and 
Manennum vilikkila from 'Neelakkuyil'.

Notably, Mehboob’s songs were later remixed 
and featured in Malayalam films such as 
'Usthaad' (1999), 'Annayum Rasoolum' (2013), 
and 'ABCD: American-Born Confused Desi' 
(2013).Originally a barren landmass, it was 
initially converted into a children’s park 
(Mehboob Park) before being turned into a 
colony, says former mayor K J Sohan. Hence 
the name Mehboob Park Colony.

The place provided a community for people 
previously affected by homelessness and 
economic struggles. There are 68 families 
residing here. A K Abu, one of the colony’s early 
inhabitants, says, “Most of the community’s 
founder population belonged to the canoeists’ 
community who migrated from the Vanam 
colony due to financial and economic debts and 
insecurities.”Currently, the inhabitants, 
including men and women, engage in daily 
wage occupations such as construction work, 
housekeeping, etc., to make a living.

Each colony resident occupies a 300sq.ft space 
and is responsible for paying their taxes and 
bills, except for water, which is provided free of 
charge by the government.Hassina Faizal, a 
fellow colony resident, says, “The members 
reside under the guidelines of a drafted contract, 
which restricts them from leaving and selling 
t h e i r  p r o p e r t y . ” E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  
implementation of this colony initially 
provided solace to many in the area, a surge in 
population, lack of space and modern facilities 
have created a tumult of woes.

Hepatitis A claims third life 
in Ernakulam

KOCHI . The death toll from hepatitis A in the district has risen to 
three with the passing of 51-year-old Karthyayani on Monday. A 
resident of the 11th ward of Vengoor grama panchayat, 
Choorathodu, Karthyayani was undergoing treatment at the 
Kottayam Government Medical College Hospital. Earlier on May 7, 
Jolly Raju, another resident of Vengoor, also fell victim to hepatitis 
A. An official said that another hepatitis A-related death was reported 

in a neighbouring village.
Meanwhile, the number of confirmed 

hepatitis A cases has now surged to 229 in 
Vengoor, with 33 patients currently 
undergoing treatment, said Silpa Sudheesh, 
panchayat president. The spike in cases is 
part of an unusual surge seen across the 
s ta te  th is  summer,  a t t r ibuted to  
contaminated food and water sources. This 
year alone, Kerala has reported a staggering 
5,918 suspected cases, 2,116 confirmed 
cases, and 15 deaths from hepatitis A.

With a month passed since the outbreak, 
affected residents find themselves 

grappling with financial strain. The local authorities and 
organisations have rallied to provide financial aid to the families of 
people affected by the disease, particularly those with members 
hospitalised. “Over the past few days, we’ve conducted door-to-door 
fundraising efforts. Additionally, numerous non-governmental 
organisations, individuals, and associations have extended their 
support. We aim to distribute aid to affected families this week,” said 
Silpa. The panchayat reported the first case of hepatitis A on April 17 
and more cases were reported in the next week.

points to a place at a considerable height, offering a THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. The Malayalam 
panoramic view of the ‘naadu’.Incidentally, the flick Shutter has lines as these in one of its songs:
strategic locati1on led to ideas on developing the "Nadukani churathinte nerukayil ninnukonden
place as a tourist spot. “During the UDF Naadu kaanaan varumo nee thathamme
government, Rs 27 lakh was granted to develop Swantham naadukaanan varumo nee thathamme."
Nadukani as a tourist destination under the rural The Nadukani Churam mentioned in the song a 
tourism scheme,” says Thankachan.significant jungle tract that links Kerala and Tamil 

“Although the subsequent government did not Nadu, probably akin to the famed Thamarasseri 
follow up on the project, we are now working to Churam of Malabar.There is an interesting 
revive it in collaboration with the panchayat and anecdote on its discovery, which apparently 
the tourism department. The comprehensive plan facilitated travel to the Nilgiris. William Campbell, 
includes ambitious features like a glass bridge to a British government public works officer, 

enhance the site’s unearthed the pass, aided by 
appeal.”Historians a tribesman and a pet 
h o l d  d i f f e r e n t  dog.The story goes that the 
o p i n i o n s  o n  t h e  British officer and his team 
origins of Nadukani. got lost in the dense jungles 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  of Tamil Nadu, in the area the 
historian Vellanad t r iba ls  refer red  to  as  
Ramachandran, “the ‘Nadukani’.
name originates from The name eventually came to 
the word ‘nadu’ or stay and now, the pass that 
‘ n a d u k a ’ ,  w h i c h  links the forest tracts is 
‘ m e a n  t o  k n o w n  a s  ‘ N a d u k a n i  
p lant ’ .“When we Churam’.Several such places 

observe the surroundings from the spot, we see bear the name ‘Nadukani’ in the Kottayam, Idukki, 
expanses of paddy fields and agricultural lands. and Thiruvananthapuram districts of Kerala, 
This landscape likely inspired the name signifying the essence of the name carries more 
‘Nadukani,’ meaning ‘the place where we can see than just the place identity and suggesting a 
the agricultural lands’,” he says.cultural connect.In Thiruvananthapuram, 

“There was a Buddha temple on the way to the Nadukani is a beautiful spot on a hill, steadily 
Nadukani hilltop. While Buddhism has many becoming a tourist stopover.
different lineages, the two main branches are According to Kattakode Thankachan P, a resident 
Theravada and Mahayana, with Vajrayana being and panchayat member, there are two tales about 
part of Mahayana. Arya Manjushri Mula Kalpa, how the name ‘Nadukani’ originated. “The place 
written in the 6th–7th century, was the ritual was inhabited by the Kani tribes. Hence the name 
manual of Vajrayana. There is only one manuscript Nadukani. Another folklore suggests that it is an 
of the book, and that was found in old Travancore.uphill spot from where we can see the whole of 

“Archaeologists found many sculptures of animals Thiruvananthapuram, including Ponmudi and the 
made in mud from Nadukani. In Vajrayana, also international airport. Hence, the spot got the name 
known as Manthrayana, the Buddha is seen as a ‘Nadukani’ to mean the place from where the entire 
protector of animals. ‘naadu’ is visible.The aforementioned song also 

Kerala: Sudhakaran 
started bomb 
culture in Kannur 
says EP Jayarajan

MUMBAI. The EC's initiative to have polling booths Some societies such as Presidential Towers in 
inside big housing societies in this LS election Ghatkopar West also saw a positive response. 
turned out to be a success. Residents of Navjivan "There were four booths set up here, mainly in the 
Society at Mumbai Central were elated as 61% of parking lots, with a covered area outside in the 
them exercised their franchise after booths were set compound for people to stand in proper queues. It 
up in a ground-floor community hall on the society's was a massive crowd in the morning, and we had 
premises. A society officer-bearer said this time, voters from three nearby high-rise buildings 
most society members, including (societies) as well," said a 
those bedridden, managed to vote resident. Organisers had 
thanks to EC's initiative. The arranged for mineral water 
society has 2,998 registered voters, and buttermilk to beat the 
of which 1,830 (61%) cast their heat, and refreshments such 
votes. as biscuits for nearly 8,000 

voters here, with many "In the past, we faced difficulty in 
first-time voters and also ensuring that 50% of the society 
senior citizens heading for members voted. But this time it's at 
the booth within the an all-time high," said Satish 
premises.Bokadia, secretary of Navjivan 

Society. He added, "Many elderly In Thane, at Eden Woods 
people in the society came down to Complex, residents were 
vote. It was an overwhelming response from all enthusiastic about casting votes close to the 
residents, and we request the EC to follow the same doorstep, boosting turnout. "We were thrilled to 
procedure during next elections." have a booth within our complex," said Dr Vinit 

Valanju, a resident. Another complex where voting Navjivan is one of the 86 polling stations established 
was held was Happy Valley CHS. Shailendra on private premises across Mumbai. As many as 150 
Chikhalkar, a resident, said, "For the first time, we polling stations were set up on private premises in 
have a polling centre, and have seen 70-80% Mumbai, Thane and Pune, with multiple polling 
turnout."stations on the same premises.

ZInstead of festive 

celebrations marking 

the dam’s golden 

jubilee, there is a 

palpable sense of anger 

among the farmers and 

the residents here 

against the authorities 

for turning a blind eye 

to the occasion.

KOZHIKODE . CPM state committee 
member P Jayarajan has said that the party 
workers who were killed while making 
country bombs at Chettakkandi in Kannur 
district in 2015 are indeed martyrs and will be 
considered in the same way in future too. In a 
Facebook post on Monday, Jayarajan said that 
it was KPCC president K Sudhakaran who 
started bomb culture in Kannur.

The post appeared after the decision to erect a 
memorial for party workers Subeesh and 
Shyju created a row. UDF had alleged that it is 
CPM’s usual practice to disown incidents of 
political violence initially and erect 
memorials when the controversy subsides. 
UDF leaders said the CPM will do the same 
for the party worker who was killed in a 
bomb-making incident in March.

Jayarajan said DCC general secretary 
Narayanan Kutty had told a media that 
Congress workers had made three different 
varities of bomb. “Police records say that it 
was Kolengarath Raghavan who was the first 
person to be killed in a bomb attack and that 
was carried out by Congress workers,” 
Jayarajan said.

Listing the names of CPM workers killed in the 
attack by the political rivals, Jayarajan said 
there has been ‘peoples resistance’ against 
such attacks. “But media always portrayed it 
as Marxist violence” Jayarajan said, adding 
that the CPM has decided that political clashes 
in Kerala need not continue.

A high view of the world 
around from Nadukani

213 families got new homes 5 
years ago, but no official order yet

Polling stations at housing societies 
draw huge crowds in Mumbai

Jayarajan said DCC general secretary 

Narayanan Kutty had told a media that 

Congress workers had made three 

different varities of bomb.

Without allotment orders, these families have not received Rs 5,000 per family issued as shifting allowance and a monthly 

subsistence allowance of  Rs 2,500 for one year that are usually provided under the ICRERP resettlement package.
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EDITORIAL 6

allegedly racist comments. In West Bengal, AS voters head to the polling stations today in 
BJP candidate and retired judge Abhijit the fifth phase of the seven-phase Lok Sabha 
Gangopadhyay received a show-cause elections, they will determine the fate of 695 
notice from the ECI for his derogatory candidates vying for 49 seats across six 
comments about CM Mamata Banerjee. The states and two union territories, including 
Aam Aadmi Party is in turmoil over Ladakh. With this phase, 428 seats would 
allegations levelled by its Rajya Sabha MP have been covered, leaving 115 for the final 
Swati Maliwal against Arvind Kejriwal’s two phases. Key candidates in this round 
aide Bibhav Kumar, allowing the BJP to include the BJP’s Smriti Irani (Amethi) and 
capitalise on the controversy. And then there Rajnath Singh (Lucknow) and the Congress’ 
was Kangana Ranaut.Rahul Gandhi (Raebareli).

As a result, several key issues that impact the The long-drawn-out polls being held amid a 
lives of citizens have been overshadowed. heatwave might be causing ennui, but the 
Political rhetoric has increasingly steered campaigning has been anything but dull. 
clear of a meaningful debate, focusing on Political parties have gone all out to capture 
personal attacks and inflammatory voters’ attention, often drawing the ire of the 
statements. This trend is eroding the Election Commission of India (ECI). Prime 
integrity of the democratic engagement, Minister Narendra Modi has sought to 
undermining the voters’ capability to make clarify his remarks about Muslims, poorer sections of society. Meanwhile, Sam Pitroda of the 

informed decisions.  suggesting that the reference to large families pertained to Congress resigned, following a backlash over his 

Hindu-Muslim 
binary looms large

Use the power of the ballot to bail out democracy

but cuisine from Kerala, like appam or puttu, is yet to been a transit point for Indian goods like sugar and established a footprint in Punjab since 2019 in meat IF there are a fistful of Lok Sabha constituencies in 
be on the dining menus of global airlines. processed rubber products like truck tyres to processing, agriculture value chains and real estate, India where election campaigns overly emphasise 

Pakistan. including a mall and hypermarkets. Ali has put all his external affairs, Amritsar leads them. This is more The jewel in the crown of such internationalisation of 
eggs in Sandhu’s basket in this election because he pronounced in the 2024 contest — four-cornered — Amritsar’s foodie culture was when The Oval, It is perhaps a reflection of the globalisation of 
anticipates the BJP candidate to be a bridge between than in the previous two parliamentary battles from among the world’s most highbrow sporting venues, Amritsar’s aspirations that two of the four 
Amritsar and New Delhi, irrespective of whether Amritsar, which this columnist has observed. served Amritsari kulcha in the press box at the 2019 candidates put up by the political parties that matter 
Sandhu wins or loses. Aghi is the President of the ODI World Cup, jointly hosted by England and in Punjab have been non-resident Indians (NRIs.) It Gastronomy is fundamental to the good life in 
Washington-based US-India Strategic Partnership Wales. The ingenious move of serving this desi was the same in the Lok Sabha election five years Amritsar. The 2019 contest, among other things, 
Forum, which is committed to promoting business preparation during the June 9 India-Australia match ago. MA Yusuff Ali and Mukesh Aghi are not in the enhanced the international culinary profile of the 
relations between the two countries. Aghi, several proved so popular that on June 27, the Old Trafford electoral fray in Amritsar, but their names are often city, much to the delight of the Punjabi diaspora 

NRIs from Amritsar and the Federation of stadium in Manchester served Amritsari chhole for worldwide. Soon after that election, Hardeep Singh 
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industries breakfast during the India-West Indies match. Puri, who contested unsuccessfully from this 
recently set up the Viksit Amritsar Initiative. It Edgbaston, a cricket ground in Birmingham, also constituency, was appointed Minister of State with 
has raised $100 million for startups and human served Amritsari kulcha during the India-England independent charge of Civil Aviation. He recast the 
deve lopment - focused  en te rp r i ses  in  match on June 30.The foreign policy in-flight menu of Air India — then a government 
Amritsar.Elected to the 16th Punjab Vidhan exceptionalism of candidates of all parties who are undertaking — to include Amritsari kulcha. It turned 
Sabha from Ajnala, near Amritsar, Kuldeep traditionally in the fray in Amritsar would surprise out to be hugely popular on Air India’s long-haul 
Singh Dhaliwal, the incumbent Minister for NRI — even shock — practitioners of diplomacy in flights, which served full meals.
Affairs and AAP’s Lok Sabha nominee from New Delhi, both in Chanakyapuri, the national Emirates, one of the most popular airlines in the world, 
Amritsar, gave up his American citizenship to capital’s diplomatic enclave, and the South Block, noticed the development. Not to be left behind, this 
plunge into state politics. To be precise, seat of the Ministry of External Affairs. This flag carrier of the UAE, posthaste got its flight 
therefore, he was a Person of Indian Origin for election is no different. All candidates in the current kitchen conceptualisers to taste Amritsari kulcha. 
consular purposes, an enlargement on an ethnic election are promising that India-Pakistan trade Emirates has been far more discriminating than Air 
Indian’s NRI status. Puri and Sandhu were NRIs through the Attari-Wagah land route would be India in its choice of food and does not hesitate to 
in the technical sense, since they lived in the US resumed. This is of critical importance for farmers, copy successful experiments by other airlines, 
as government servants, posted to New York and small and medium enterprises and exporters in especially in its business and first-class cabins. 
Washington. Because the deepest aspirations of Amritsar district. How they will do it is not clear Finding approval after quick but rigorous vetting by 
the people of Amritsar have an international because India’s policy is that terror and bilateral the airline’s multinational chefs, this signature 

dimension, most of Dhaliwal’s speeches in the talks cannot go hand in hand. Without bilateral talks, heard not only in the urban segment of this Lok Amritsari dish was soon on the in-flight menu of the 
ongoing campaign are about NRI affairs. Punjab is the idea of reopening the land route for trade is a pipe Sabha constituency but also in the border village of global airline headquartered in Dubai. Emirates also 
the only state that has a legally constituted NRI dream. Of the four main candidates in the contest, Attari.In last year’s Forbes list of billionaires, Ali added Amritsari chhole to its breakfast menu. The 
Sabha registered under the Societies Act. Last year, Taranjit Singh Sandhu, the BJP’s nominee, is more was ranked 27th among the richest Indians. core passenger revenue of Emirates is owed to flyers 
Dhaliwal announced that the state government had practical. Without waiting for the reopening of Anticipating another term of the Narendra Modi from the sub-continent, of which India is at the top. 
decided to hold regular elections to this border trade, he is looking at Dubai as a re-export government, Ali is a regular caller on the BJP’s Punjabi and Malayali cuisines are potentially big 
representative organisation of Punjabis living destination for goods from Amritsar that are in Sandhu. Ali’s Lulu Group, with an annual turnover draws for ethnic Indian passengers. Dishes like 
abroad and returnees to the state.demand in Pakistan. For many decades, Dubai has of $8.4 billion, according to Forbes magazine, has Amritsari kulcha have made the grade in this respect, 

Phase V poll

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi said last week: “If 
I do Hindu-Muslim, I won’t be fit for public life.” 
He was commenting on the Election Commission 
of India’s (ECI) notice to the BJP president on 
Modi’s statement at a recent election rally in 
Rajasthan, where he said that the Congress was 
intending to snatch the assets accumulated by his 
supporters over the years (including their wives’ 
mangalsutras) to redistribute the wealth among 
‘infiltrators’ and their ‘large families’.Every 
citizen of our great country knew who the PM was 
referring to. Caught in a bind, he said he was 
referring to the ‘poor’ of India when he talked of 
those with large families. But he refrained from 
explaining his simultaneous reference to 
‘infiltrators’ when he spoke about the Robin Hood 
tendencies of his political enemies. He had 
crossed the limits set by the ECI’s model code of 
conduct and this was a possible escape route he 
was trying to explore.In politics, some lies are to 
be expected. The problem arises when lies get 
rolled out every day, especially during election 
rallies. Take Modi’s statement that he would not 
be fit for public life if he encouraged the Hindu-
Muslim divide. Then what is the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA) that he and Amit Shah 
boast about, if not an attempt to divide? Last 
week, we were regaled with the news of the first 
beneficiaries of the CAA.

A family of Gujarati Hindus, settled in Pakistan’s 
Sindh province, had applied for and succeeded in 
receiving citizenship in India. How was it any 
different from the million Hindus from Sindh and 
elsewhere in Pakistan who had crossed over the 
years to be with their co-religionists? Did any of 
them face rejection? It would be surprising if even 
a single instance of such rejection were quoted.

The CAA is a political ploy to demonstrate that the 
government is out-and-out pro-Hindu, which the 
BJP dispensation led by Atal Bihari Vajpayee was 
not. I do not see any motive for introducing the 
CAA except to needle the minority Muslims and 
tell them that they are not wanted in Bharat. 
Hindus crossing over from Pakistan, both West 
and East, were always welcomed. Why is the BJP 
trying to prove that it was otherwise, when it was 
not?I am happy that Modi clarified in his defence 
of his Rajasthan speech that large families are to 
be found largely in poorer households, 
irrespective of the faith of the couples involved. I 
hope his clarification is read and believed, 
particularly by his followers in Gujarat. I had a 
friendly altercation with them in March 2002, 
some 15 days after the Godhra train incident and 
the riots that followed all over that state. I had 
gone to Ahmedabad to find out from my former 
police colleagues why they had failed to control 
the rioters. In 1985, I had headed the Gujarat 
Police for four months. The officers in charge in 
2002 had worked as my juniors and knew what 
had to be done to control communal 
conflagrations.Gujaratis have been my friends 
since my school and college days in Mumbai. The 
Gujaratis of Ahmedabad were well disposed 
towards me. I was invited to dinner by a respected 
doctor. He had two dozen couples as guests. After 
dinner, we sat down to discuss the happenings in 
Ahmedabad.It was soon apparent that communal 
passions predominated at that dinner. The more 
vociferous of the guests asserted that every 
Muslim had four wives and, of course, four or 
more children from each wife. I asked if in 
Gujarat there were four million Muslim women 
for the million Muslim men living there. Of 
course, my question stumped them, but it did not 
stop a chorus of voices from asserting the veracity 
of the original claim. I pointed out to them that in 
Kerala, with a 27 per cent Muslim population, the 
community’s reproductive rate was reportedly no 
higher than that of Hindus or Christians because 
there was 100 per cent literacy among women and 
their men were gainfully employed in West Asia.I 
cannot claim they were convinced. Communal 
passions were too high at the time of my visit. If 
Modi really means what he says, he should 
convince his followers in his own state and other 
states of India that large families are a corollary of 
poverty and illiteracy, especially among 
womenfolk. Religion cannot be blamed for that.

governments that abuse power merely by different context. Perhaps, it is easier to inflict WHAT is at stake in the 2024 elections? A great deal 
assembling on the streets, as they did in 1989 in violence on people when they have become faceless. because for the past 10 years, the spectre of 
Eastern Europe. In Iran, women called out They are simply a part of a group that has been autocratisation, a process that whittles away the 
patriarchy by publicly cutting off a lock of their hair. vilified through the politics of hate.substance of democracy while retaining the façade, 
Germans brought down the Berlin Wall. In doing so, has been hanging heavily over our heads. Autocrats The deleterious consequences of right-wing 
they have passionately and courageously propelled have done away with substantive democracy. More majoritarianism are clear. Slurs that, till 10 years 
solidarity as the centrepiece of the political agenda.troublingly, they have cynically provoked intense ago, were confined to the subconscious have been 

polarisation among a people who had re-learnt to It is not surprising that autocrats, who are in the catapulted to the forefront of the political agenda and 
live together. In the process, we public sphere. We, the people of India, 
bear witness to the death of the gave to ourselves a Constitution that 
spirit of democracy, ie solidarity. created a democratic political 
In the heyday of Communism, community. We, the people of India, 
solidarity referred to fellow have been once again divided by 
feeling among the working cynical power politics. This is the 
classes. Today, the sentiment is tragedy of contemporary India: the 
important if we want democracy to closing in of the Indian mind through 
survive.Solidarity, or its cousin unbelievable stories of manufactured 
fraternity, is enshrined in the enmity.And we, passionate defenders 
Preamble to the Constitution. of democracy, justice, freedom, 
Consider the tasks that the equality and solidarity, are suffocated 
Constitution makers had to when the ruling class casts a pall of fear 
confront. A people who had been over the country and when our fellow 
divided along lines of politicised citizens suffer. Philosopher Brahm 
religion had to accept each other as Prakash, author of Body On The 
fellow citizens in a democratic Barricades, writes that at least some of 
political community. They had us are feeling suffocated by the 
descended to the lowest level of situation shaping Indian society. We 
humanity during the Partition. The are feeling barricaded, chained in our 
makers of the Constitution tried to bodies and spaces. I am looking for 

business of accumulating power, try to divide introduce a modicum of sanity in the charged words and phrases to describe the times we are living 
people. There is nothing quite as awesome in history atmosphere. They brought to the forefront the through. For me, no other words match the potential 
as the spectacle of masses without leaders or normative precepts of political theory — freedom, and vulnerability of ‘I can’t breathe’. I am looking 
organisations spontaneously arising to defy unjust equality, justice and fraternity — in the Preamble. for a figurative image that can capture this situation 
laws. Defiance takes other forms — we have the Indians who were in thrall of religion were offered in body and action. The image I see is that of the 
vote. We do not need to cut off the King’s head, as in an alternative: solidarity, which is important for at body on the barricades.
the French Revolution. We need to use the vote least two reasons. A caveat is in order here. Power that stifles democracy 
prudently.Why is our vote significant? In 2014, a One, democracy falters if people do not care about is constantly stalked by Goddess Nemesis, who 
sizeable number of Indians put their trust in others, about their ill health or poverty, or if a punishes hubris. The ‘significant other’ of power is 
Narendra Modi. His charismatic personality was particular community is subjected to rampant resistance. Resistance does not refute the legitimacy 
extensively written and spoken about. Charisma in injustice. Without solidarity, we become a bunch of of the state; it rejects the idea that laws are justifiable 
excessive doses can, however, be hazardous for rights-bearing, self-interested individuals. Without simply because they have been enacted by the 
democracy’s health. Consider the relentless solidarity, we will continue to live in Hobbes’ state government. In the Gandhian sense, resistance is 
targeting of the Muslim minority in peculiarly of nature, isolated and cut off from the virtues that justified by the belief that ordinary human beings 
uncivil terms. This is accepted because the leader is make us complete as human beings.Two, history have the moral competence to protest against unjust 
charismatic. So, our Muslim fellow citizens have shows that when people come together in shared laws. In solidarity, we protest, we march and we sing 
neither names nor distinct biographies; neither webs of solidarity against oppression, they move the revolutionary songs for the sake of democracy and 
worthwhile belief systems nor languages. The proverbial mountain. They dislodge regimes that justice. Above all, we vote — one of the most potent 
minority is just a sack of potatoes and a mash of claim to rule by divine right. They dismantle weapons of resistance, provided it is used for 
potatoes, as Karl Marx had once remarked in a powerful imperial empires. They challenge democracy.

The tragedy of contemporary India is the closing in of the Indian mind through stories of manufactured enmity.

Amid campaign heat, real issues eclipsed

Editorial

Without bilateral talks, the idea of reopening the land route for trade is a pipe dream.

External affairs add spice to Amritsar contest
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NATIONAL 8

Bhubaneswar:  Bharatiya Janata Party channels wherein I was repeating that lord forgives a person for committing a 
(BJP) leader Sambit Patra, who was in Prime Minister Modi is an ardent mistake unknowingly," said Mr Patra
the soup for his 'controversial' remarks devotee of Maha Prabhu Jagannath Ji. He further clarified, "It was never my 
relating to Lord Jagannath, cleared the Even as the Chief Minister of intention to commit this mistake, but still 
air around his statement, saying that he Ahmedabad and even before that, PM because Mahaprabhu Jagannath is the 
was apologetic for his 'slip of the tongue', Modi used to regularly visit and offer Lord of the Universe and I am an ardent 
and that he would offer penance in the prayers at Lord Jagannath temple there devotee just like the hundreds and 
name of Lord Jagannath as an apology. in Ahmedabad," Mr Patra said.Adding thousands of Odias, I feel I should 

Mr Patra, the BJP candidate from Puri Lok further, Mr Patra said, "I was repeating convey my apology and offer penance to 
Sabha seat, landed in a row in Odisha on the same to every channel when a media the Lord for a 'slip of the tongue' that 
Monday after he told a local news person came to me for a byte. It so occurred unknowingly.""Hence, I have 
channel that "Lord Jagannath is a happened that amid a lot of people, hot decided to observe fasting as an 
devotee (bhakt) of Prime Minister weather, and noise, I unknowingly said apology," said Mr Patra.BJP candidate 
Narendra Modi." He later described it as just the opposite of what I had been Sambit Patra inadvertently kicked off a 
a "slip of the tongue."Speaking to ANI saying all along. I mistakenly said that row on Monday after he mistakenly said 
about the remark Monday night, Mr Lord Jagannath is a devotee of PM that "Lord Jagannath is a devote (bhakt) 
Patra said, "Today one of my statements Modi.""This is not possible; no person in of PM Modi.""Lakhs of people have 
has become controversial. It was when his right mind can say that God is a gathered to see Modi. Lord Jagannath is 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's devotee of any human being. The a devotee (bhakt) of Modi, and we are 
roadshow came to an end in Puri and I mistake happened unknowingly while Modi's family. This is an unusual sight, 
was giving out bytes to several media giving out bytes to a channel. I agree that and I am not able to control my emotions. 
channels." the sentiments of some people have been I think it is a historic day for all Odias," 

"I had given out bytes to almost 15-16 hurt due to my statement, but even the Mr Patra said.

"Phones Of  My Family, Supporters Being 
Tapped", Alleges HD Kumaraswamy

"Will Observe Fast": Sambit Patra Expresses 
Regret Over His Remark On Lord Jagannath

from Hassan, against whom an Bengaluru: Former Karnataka 
arrest warrant has been issued by a Chief Minister and JD(S) second-
court. Interpol has also issued a in-command H D Kumaraswamy 
Blue Corner Notice seeking on Monday alleged that 40 phones 
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  h i s  including his own and those of his 
whereabouts.Mr Kumaraswamy family members and supporters 
appealed publicly to his nephew to are being tapped.Even as he made 
return to India and cooperate with an appeal to his nephew and 
te investigation."Come back to Hassan JD(S) MP Prajwal 
India and cooperate with the Revanna to come back to the 
investigation. How long this country, Mr Kumaraswamy 
'police and thief' game will go on? accused the government of spying was released on bail in kidnapping 

Your grandfather always wanted you on himself and his family.Deputy and sexual assault cases.The JD(S) 
to grow politically. If you want to Chief Minister D K Shivakumar and 'first family' is in trouble after a huge 
honour his reputation, then come Home Minister Dr G Parameshwara cache of explicit videos showing 
back to India," he said.He added that dismissed the allegation as baseless many women being sexually 
he has asked his brother Revana to and a means to gain publicity. assaulted and filmed allegedly by 
help br ing back his  son.Mr Prajwal became public.Prajwal, Our phones are being tapped. I know it. 
Kumaraswamy, who is the JD(S) state grandson of former Prime Minister H Forty phones of people around me are 
president, claimed that if he knew D Deve Gowda and son of Revanna, being tapped. Whatever discussions 
beforehand about the explicit videos is hiding in a foreign country as the are happening on phone are being 
and sexual assault cases, he would not Karnataka government formed a monitored. H D Revanna's phone is 
have allowed him to flee the Special Investigation Team to probe a l s o  b e i n g  t a p p e d , "  M r  
country.He also apologised to the the case.The 33-year-old JD(S) leader Kumaraswamy alleged.Mr Revanna 
victims of the sexual assault case.is the NDA's Lok Sabha candidate is H D Kumaraswamy's brother who 

36 Flamingos Found Dead 
In Mumbai, Hit By Incoming 
Emirates Flight: Report

Severe heatwave in Delhi, parts of  north 
India, Madhya Pradesh for next 3 days

P r a d e s h  u n t i l  F r i d a y  ( M a y  had warned of extreme heat in India Temperatures remained above 45 degrees 
24).Heatwave conditions were also during the April-June period, coinciding Celsius in large parts of Rajasthan, 
likely in parts of east Uttar Pradesh, with the seven-phase Lok Sabha Haryana, Chandigarh and Uttar Pradesh, 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, east elections that end on June 1.
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Gujarat, The threshold for a heatwave is met when 
Saurashtra and Kutch until May 24, it the maximum temperature of a weather 
said. station reaches at least 40 degrees 

The Palam station, near the international Celsius in the plains, 37 degrees in the 
airport ,  recorded a maximum coastal areas, and 30 degrees in the 
temperature of 48.4 degrees Celsius on hilly regions, and the departure from 
May 26, 1998. Palam has records normal is at least 4.5 notches.A severe 
dating back to 1956.The searing heat heatwave is declared if the departure 
pushed the city's peak power demand from normal exceeds 6.4 notches.
to its highest for May, while the Delhi RAIN IN TAMIL NADU
government directed the schools that While large parts of northern India were 
have not closed for summer vacations expected to reel under the scorching 

New Delhi: As temperatures in several to do so with immediate effect.Gautam heat, southern states such as Kerala and 
parts of Delhi breached the 47 degrees affecting daily life as many chose to Buddh Nagar recorded a maximum Tamil Nadu were drenched by rain on 
Celsius mark on Monday, the weather remain indoors in the afternoon.In temperature of 45.6 degrees Celsius on Monday, an indication of the southwest 
department has said heatwave to severe Madhya Pradesh, Ratlam and Nowgong Monday and predicted a heat wave for m o n s o o n ' s  o n s e t  l a t e r  t h i s  
heatwave conditions very likely in parts recorded a maximum temperature of the next four days.The district's month .According to  the  India  
of Punjab, Haryana-Chandigarh-Delhi, 45.5 degrees Celsius, followed by Datia administration announced summer Meteorological Department, Tamil 
west Rajasthan, a few pockets of east at 45.2 degrees, Khajuraho at 44.8 vacations for students of classes 9 to 12 Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal were 
Rajasthan, west Uttar Pradesh and degrees ,  and Gwal ior  a t  44.7  across all schools in Noida and Greater very likely to receive isolated heavy to 
isolated pockets of west Madhya degrees.Earlier, the weather department Noida amid severe heatwave conditions. very heavy rainfall until May 21 (today).

New Delhi: The National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) on Monday filed a chargesheet against an 
accused in the 2019 Surat Fake Indian Currency 
Notes (FICN) case.The central anti-terror probe 
agency charged Abdul Gaffar, alias Gaffarbhai, a 
resident of Bihar's Katihar, for being involved in a 
criminal conspiracy, along with several others, for 
the circulation and distribution of fake currency in 
Gujarat.Gaffar had been on the run since 2019 and 
was arrested on February 22, 2024, in Ahmedabad, 
the agency said.

Besides working as an agent for various fake 
currency smugglers in the current case, Gaffar was 
also convicted in two previous cases of fake 
currency trafficking, according to officials.He was 
sentenced to three years of rigorous imprisonment 
and a penalty by an Economic Offences Court in 
Muzaffarpur in 2015. Upon his release, Gaffar got 
involved in the present case, the agency said.In 

June 2019, the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence 
(DRI) in Surat had arrested one Vinod Nishad from 
the Surat Railway Station with fake currencies 
worth Rs. 2,00,000 in Rs. 2,000 denominations. 
The receiver, Mahefuz Shaikh, was also arrested 
later.The case was later handed over to the NIA 
considering the national security ramifications. 
The NIA filed its first chargesheet in the case in 
2019, and Vinod Nishad and Mohammad Mahefuz 
Shaikh were subsequently convicted to 7 years of 
imprisonment and fined Rs 10,000 each in 
2022.However, Abdul Gaffar had continued to 
abscond until  his arrest  three months 
ago.According to NIA investigations, Abdul 
Gaffar had purchased Rs 2,00,000 worth of fake 
currency from one Hafeez, alias Malda, and sold it 
to Vinod Nishad in exchange for Rs 88,000 in 
genuine currency. The fake currency then reached 
Mohammad Mahefuz Shaikh for circulation 
among the general public of Gujarat.Investigations 
to trace other absconding accused are in progress.

Probe agency NIA charges 
Bihar resident in 2019 Surat 

fake currency case

After "Slip Of Tongue", BJP Leader Sambit 
Patra's "Upvaas" Vow As Atonement

roadshow in Puri, I gave byte to many media of devotees. He urged the BJP to refrain moment. "I gave a number of bytes today New Delhi: BJP leader Sambit Patra finds 
channels and everywhere I said the same from dragging the deity into political to multiple media channels...by mistake himself in the eye of a political storm after 
thing, that PM Narendra Modi is an ardent discourse, a sentiment echoed by other during one of the bytes I pronounced just calling Lord Jagannath a devotee of Prime 
devotee of Mahaprabhu Jagannath... In the opposition leaders."Mahaprabhu Shree the opposite. I know you too know and Minister Narendra Modi in what he claims 
end, when another channel took my byte, it Jagannatha is the Lord of the Universe. understand this. Sir, let's not make an was a "slip of tongue" while talking to the 
was extremely hot, crowded and noisy. Calling Mahaprabhu a bhakt of another issue out of a nonexistent issue. We all media after the PM's roadshow in Odisha's 
Unknowingly, while giving the byte, I said human being is an insult to the Lord. This have a slip of the tongue sometimes," Mr Puri yesterday. The comment on Lord 
the opposite, that Mahaprabhu is a devotee of has hurt the sentiments and demeaned the Patra wrote directly to Chief Minister Jagannath, a revered deity in the ancient 
PM Narendra Modi. This can never be true, faith of crores of Jagannatha bhaktas and Patnaik, seeking to defuse the town, has ignited a fierce backlash from the 
and a person in his senses can never say such Odias across the world," Mr Patnaik situation.Despite Mr Patra's apology, BJP's political rivals, especially Odisha 
things that god is a devotee of a human. I have wrote. opposition parties remained unyielding. Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik's Biju Janata 
made this mistake unintentionally. I know The controversy  quickly  ga ined The Odisha  Pradesh  Congress  Dal (BJD).
some people must have been hurt but even momentum, with leaders from various Committee (OPCC) lodged a formal Sambit Patra has now announced a period of 
g o d  f o r g i v e s  m i s t a k e s  m a d e  pa r t i e s  j o in ing  t he  cho rus  o f  complaint, alleging that Mr Patra's "upvaas" (fasting) to atone for the flub.
unintentionally... I need to seek forgiveness condemnation. Congress leader Rahul statement was a deliberate attempt to In his clarification, he refers to the sweltering 

apology from Prime Minister Modi himself. 
from Mahaprabhu Jagannath for this slip of Gandhi criticised the BJP's perceived insult religious sentiments. They accused heat and noise following PM Modi's 

"Sambit Patra, who is immersed in Modi 
the tongue and I have decided to do a arrogance, suggesting that such statements him of violating the model code of conduct roadshow. Mr Patra said he had aimed to 

Bhakti, should not have committed this sin. 
'upvaas'," Mr Patra said. indicate a dangerous level of self- and called for strict action.This controversy highlight PM Modi's devotion to Lord 

Narendra Modi should apologise for this 
The reaction from Naveen Patnaik was swift aggrandisement within the party. Delhi Chief unfolds as Odisha headsinto a crucial phase Jagannath but mistakenly stated, "Jagannath 

disgusting statement," stated the Congress's 
and sharp. The Odisha Chief Minister Minister Arvind Kejriwal echoed these of the elections, with Patra's gaffe potentially is Modi's bhakt." The comment, captured on 

official communication.
condemned Mr Patra's statement in a sentiments, calling Mr Patra's statement a influencing voter sentiment. The BJP, which camera, immediately provoked outrage from 

Amid the escalating backlash, Mr Patra took to 
scathing social media post, saying that such height of arrogance and an "insult to GodThe is striving to make significant inroads in the multiple quarters.

social media to clarify his statement. He 
remarks insult the sanctity of 'Mahaprabhu' Congress, BJD, and AAP capitalised on the state, now faces the challenge of mitigating Today, a statement made by me had created a 

explained that it was an inadvertent slip of the 
Jagannath and hurt the sentiments of millions uproar, with the Congress demanding an the fallout from this incident.controversy. After PM Narendra Modi's 

tongue, a mistake made under the strain of the 

Mumbai/New Delhi: About 36 flamingos were found 
dead in Mumbai yesterday reportedly after being hit by 
an Emirates aircraft.The aircraft collided with the flock 
moments before its landing at the Mumbai airport, a 
Times of India report said.The return flight - bound for 
Dubai - was cancelled late last evening, showed the 
plane tracking website Flightradar24 that shows real-

time commercial flight tracking information on a 
mapThe Forest Department officials rushed to the site 
and recovered the mutilated remains after the locals 
alerted a wildlife group about spotting the dead birds in 
Ghatkopar area.

Officials found the area littered with bird carcass. Broken 
pieces of wings, claws and beaks were scattered all 
over."The carcasses have been sent for an autopsy to 
find the exact cause of their death," said Pawan Sharma, 
founder of the Resqink Association for Wildlife Welfare 
(RAWW).Mumbai-based environmentalist Stalin 
Dayanand told NDTV that the incident calls for an 
investigation. "There should be a criminal investigation 
into this incident. It doesn't seem like a freak accident to 
me," said Mr Dayanand.

The Delhi Police has 

seized the DVR of CCTV 

cameras installed inside 

Chief Minister Arvind 

Kejriwal's residence in 

connection with its probe 

into the "assault" on the 

party's Rajya Sabha MP 

Swati Maliwal.

Case Against Indore Man For 
Alleged Online Sexual Abuse 
Of  Australian Girl
New Delhi: The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 

has registered an FIR against a man from Indore in a 
case of online sexual abuse and intimidation of a minor 
girl from Australia, the agency said in a statement on 
Monday.ccording to CBI officials, the case was 
registered against him based on inputs the CBI received 
through Interpol."It was alleged that the accused 
befriended the said minor girl on a social media 
platform Instagram. During a conversation with the said 
minor girl, he allegedly groomed her into sending him, 
her objectionable images and videos," they said.

As per officials, "It was further alleged that over a period 
of time when the said minor girl was reluctant to share 
images and videos, the accused started threatening her 
that he would release her images and videos to her 

friends and family members, as a result, she continued 
to share the videos and images under duress."Later, the 
victim blocked the accused on the said social media 
platform. However, the accused again contacted the said 
minor girl over WhatsApp to further intimidate her," 
they said.

CBI developed the inputs by utilizing its expertise to 
geolocate the accused to zero in on the accued's exact 
whereabouts and also to gather evidence.Searches were 
conducted at the premises of the accused which led to 
the recovery of incriminating materials like computer 
hard disk, mobile phone etc.An investigation is 
underway, and further details into the matter are 
awaited.
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NEW DELHI: The Employees' In the last 6 and half years alone, more 
Provident Fund Organisation than 6.1 crore members joined the 
(EPFO) added 14.41 lakh net EPFO (Employees' Provident Fund 
members in March as per the Organisation) fold, indicating the 
provisional payroll data released formalisation of the job market.
on May 20.The provisional payroll The data shows that the EPFO had added 
data shows that EPFO added 7.47 61.12 lakh net subscribers in 2018-19, 
lakh new members during March which increased to 78.58 lakh in 2019-
2024.The data revealed that the 18- 20.However, it dipped to 77.08 lakh in 
25 age group made up 56.83% of 2020-21, mainly due to the pandemic 
the total new members added in effect and improved again to 1.22 crore 2.90 lakh. The increase in the addition 
March. This shows that the majority of in 2021-22 and 1.38 crore in 2022-23.of female workers is a broader shift 
individuals joining the organised The above payroll data is provisional towards a more inclusive and diverse 
workforce are young people and are since the data generation is a workforce .A month-on-month  
first-time jobseekers.According to the continuous exercise, as updating comparison of industry-wise data 
data, approximately 11.80 lakh employee records is a continuous displays growth in the members 
members rejoined EPFO after having process.The previous data hence gets working in establishments engaged in 
left t earlier.These members switched updated every month. Since April industries such as manufacturing, 
the i r  jobs  and re- jo ined the  2018, the EPFO has been releasing marketing servicing, usage of 
establishments covered under EPFO payroll data covering the period from computers, restaurants, chartered or 
and opted to transfer their savings September 2017 onwards.registered accountants, fish processing 
instead of applying for final and non-veg food preservation, eedi In the monthly payroll data, the count of 
settlement, choosing long-term making, and others.Of the total net members joining EPFO for the first 
financial well-being. membership, around 43% of the time through an aadhaar-validated 

A gender-wise analysis of payroll data addition is from the expert services Universal Account Number (UAN), 
shows that of the 7.47 lakh new sector.The EPFO had added 15.48 lakh existing members exiting from 
members, around 2 lakh of them are net members in February. The data coverage of EPFO and those who 
females.The net female member indicated that around 7.78 lakh new exited but re-joining as members, is 
addition during March stood at around members were enroled in the month. taken to arrive at a net monthly payroll. 

Government maintains restrictions on 
import of non-compliant electronics

EPFO membership rises by 14.41 
lakh in March, women and youth lead

MDs. All heads of SBI subsidiaries like MUMBAI. The government is kicking 
SBI Life, SBI General, SBI Caps and SBI off the process to select the next 
Cards are headed by persons with DMD chairman of the State Bank Group from 
ranks in the bank.Going by tradition, all Tuesday.
four MDs of SBI are eligible for the The Financial Services Institutions 
interviews for chairman’s post. The Bureau (FSIB) is mandated to choose 
incumbent MDs are CS Setty, Ashwini t h e  c h a i r m e n  a n d  m a n a g i n g  
Kumar Tewari, Alok Kumar Choudhary directors/chief executives of public 
and Vinay M Tonse. But Choudhary is not sector financial institutions such as 
eligible given that he is scheduled to retire banks, LIC and general insurers. 
on June 30.The FSIB has recommended Incumbent chairman Dinesh Kumar 
Rana Ashutosh Kumar Singh as the new Khara’s extended tenure is ending on 
MD to fill the vacancy being created by August 28, 2024. He was given a one-
the retirement of Choudhary. Similarly year extension last October till he 
Rana Ashutosh Singh is not eligible given attains 63, which is August 28. He had a 
that he assumes office only after June 30.three-year term as the chairman. Khara 

Tradition, and by the SBI Act mandate the s u c c e e d e d  R a j n i s h  K u m a r  
government appoints SBI chairman from superannuated in October 7, 2020.The 
within the ranks. Though there have been FSIB will begin the two-day meet from 
a few exceptions in the past. The few May 21 to recommend a candidate for 
exceptions when outsiders became the post of the chairman, an FSIB source 
chairman was first in 1985, when the told The New Indian Express on who are all technically eligible to attend management consists of about 10 deputy 
government appointed DN Ghosh, an Monday.Top SBI management consists of the selection process for the post the managing directors (DMDs) and dozens 
Indian Audit & Account Services officer, chairman, which is a fully executive job chairman, provided they have one year of of chief general managers (CGMs). 
as the chairman. He was at the helm for unlike in other state-run banks where s e r v i c e  l e f t . T h e  s e c o n d - r u n g  DMDs and CGMs are eligible to become 
almost four years.chairmen is non-executive, and four MDs 

Government begins selection 
process for new SBI chief

Delhivery shares fall after Q4 results, but 
brokerages upbeat. Here’s why

crore in FY24, reversing an EBITDA loss proprietary tech infrastructure.New Delhi, Shares of Delhivery Ltd 
of Rs 452 crore in FY23.The company tumbled by up to 12% during Tuesday’s “Delhivery’s net debt-free status and 
also announced the resignation of its trading session following a disappointing favorable working capital position 
Executive Director and Chief Business sequential performance in the March provide a competitive edge. The 
Officer, Sandeep Kumar Barasia, 2024 quarter and the resignation of a key strong growth in the PTL network is 
effective July 1, after more than nine executive. leading to continuous improvement 
years with Delhivery. He is leaving for i n  a s s e t  u t i l i z a t i o n .  T h e  Despite these setbacks, brokerage firms 
personal reasons.Following the Q4 management anticipates continued remain largely positive on the stock.
results announcement, Delhivery's shares volume growth in FY25,” the Delhivery reported a loss of Rs 68.5 crore 
fell by 11.92% to Rs 383.90, down from brokerage said.“We have upgraded for the quarter ending March 31, 2024, 
the previous close of Rs 435.90. At our stance to a 'buy' rating with a marking a 57% improvement from a loss 
around 10:43 am, shares of the company target of Rs 530 based on DCF, of Rs 159 crore in the same period the 
were still trading over 8% lower.Despite driven by faster-than-expected previous year.The logistics firm had have secured funding for growth. 
the tumble, brokerage firms are r ecove ry  i n  PTL marg ins , ”  i t  posted an unexpected profit of Rs 11.7 Delhivery holds over 100% of the profit 
optimistic, with target prices suggesting a added.Nuvama Institutional Equities crore in the December quarter, its first pool in Express Parcel, with peers 
sizeable upside.Emkay Global has noted that Delhivery reported higher-since at least 2021.Revenue from affected more by external factors,” Kotak 
assigned a target price of Rs 500 to than-expected losses for the quarter operations grew 12% year-on-year to Rs analysts said.“Results were solid on other 
Delhivery with a 'buy' rating. The compared to profits in the previous 2,076 crore in Q4 FY24, up from Rs 1,860 metrics, including resilient margins in 
brokerage firm anticipates that the quarter.Express parcel shipment declined crore in the corresponding quarter of the Express Parcel and healthy growth with 
company will achieve PAT (profit after 2% year-on-year to Rs 1,760 crore due to previous year. The company’s EBITDA improving margins. Capex appears to 
tax) positivity in FY25. Emkay expects softness in online consumption during the for the quarter rose to Rs 46 crore, peak, and working capital has improved, 
the reduction in capex intensity and quarter. EBITDA margin in the express compared to just Rs 13 crore in Q4 boosting the case for cash break-even in 
Delhivery’s net cash balance sheet to parcel segment was 17.6%,” i t  FY23.or the full financial year 2023-24, FY2026,” the brokerage noted,  
mitigate the impact of short-term volume said.“Losses have been narrowing but Delhivery’s revenue increased by 13% to maintaining a ‘buy’ rating on the stock 
fluctuations.Kotak Institutional Equities persist. Profitability remains key for the Rs 8,142 crore from Rs 7,224 crore in with a target price of Rs 545.Prabhudas 
attributed Delhivery's underperformance stock price to start an upward trajectory. FY23.The company also narrowed its Lilladher highlighted Delhivery’s strong 
to flat express parcel volumes, impacted We have increased our estimates by 1-6% loss after tax to Rd 249 crore in FY24 position due to its unique low-cost 
by external factors not anticipated in for FY25E/26E with a revised DCF-from Rs 1,008 crore in the previous year. b u s i n e s s  m o d e l ,  c o n t i n u o u s  
FY2025.“The insourcing share for based target price of Rs 463, up from Rs infrastructure investments,  cost  Moreover, Delhivery achieved operational 
Meesho has stabilized and key customers 450,” it added, retaining a 'hold' rating.opt imizat ion focus,  and robust  profitability with an EBITDA of Rs 127 

The initial public offering (IPO) of Go Digit 
General Insurance Limited closed for public 
issue on May 17 and saw an overall subscription 
of more than 9 times.

The IPO received an overall bid of 9.60 times with 
the (Qualified Institutional Buyers) QIB 
category leading the subscription with 12.56 
times.

The insurance service provider's IPO was 
subscribed 4.27 times in the retail category, and 
was bid 7.24 times in the Non-Institutional 
Buyers (NII) category.The Go Digit IPO offered 
52,869,677 shares at a price band of Rs 258-272 
but received bids for 50,76,21,455 shares at the 
end of the final day of subscription.

The Go Digit IPO allotment date was fixed as May 
21 and is expected to be finalised on Tuesday.

The Go Digit allotment can be checked online via 
the official website of Bomaby Stock Exchange 
and the website of Link Intime India Private Ltd, 
registrar for the issue.Steps to check Go Digit 
allotment via BSEVisit the BSE website by 
clicking here.

Click on 'Equity'.Choose 'Go Digit Genral 
Insurance Limited' from the listlication number 
and PAN card ID.Confirm that you're not a robot 
and submit.Steps to check Go Digit allotment 
through Link Intime India Private LtdVisit the 
website of the official registrar, Link Intime India 
Private LtdSelect 'Go Digit General Insurance 
Limited'.Choose the Application Number/Demat 
Account/PAN option and input the details.

Go Digit IPO latest GMPThe Go Digit IPO GMP 
(Grey Market Premium) stood at Rs 26 as of May 
21, 9 AM.The latest GMP for Go Digit indicates 
an expected listing gain of 9.56%.At the upper 
price band of R 272, the expected listing price of 
Go Digit shares is Rs 298.Go Digit IPO 
detailsThe Go Digit IPO follows a book built 
issue of Rs 2,614.65 crore.Indian cricketer Virat 
Kohli and his wife, Bollywood actor Anushka 
Sharma, are shareholders in Go Digit General 
Insurance Limited, according to the RHP.

The former India men's cricket team captain 
bought 2,66,667 equity shares at Rs 75 per share, 
investing Rs 2 crore in February 2020.

Anushka Sharma acquired 66,667 equity shares at 
the same price, investing Rs 50 lakh in the 
company.The celebrity couple is expected to 
yield a good profit, with returns of over 3.6 times.

The book running lead managers for the Go Digit 
IPO are ICICI Securities, Morgan Stanley India 
Company, Axis Capital, Nuvama Wealth 
Management, HDFC Bank, and IIFL Securities. 
Link Intime India is the registrar for the issue.

New Delhi, The European Commission has accepted a 
proposal to hike Schengen visa fees worldwide by 12%, 
confirmed Slovenia’s Ministry of Foreign and 
European Affairs.The fee for adult applicants will rise 
from €80 to €90, while the fee for children aged six to 
twelve will go up from €40 to €45.Additionally, 
countries that do not cooperate with the EU in 
readmitting their irregularly staying citizens may see 
their visa fees surge to €135 or even €180."The 
European Commission adopted a decision to increase 
short-stay Schengen visa (visa type C) fees worldwide 
by 12 percent. This increase will apply globally starting 
June 11, 2024," the Slovenian government stated.

This decision follows a scheduled review of EU visa fees 
that took place in December 2023, which occurs every 
three years as stipulated by the Schengen Visa Code.

The EU attributes the fee hike to inflation and increased 

salaries for civil servants. The previous increase in 
February2020 saw fees rise from €60 to €80.

The announcement has caused discontent, especially 
among Turkish citizens who have been anticipating a 
visa-free agreement with the EU.In 2023, the Schengen 
Area received over 10.3 million short-stay visa 
applications, a 37% increase from 2022, though still 
below the 2019 peak of 17 million applications.

The Schengen Area comprises 29 European countries, 
including 25 EU member states.

Schengen visas to get costlier 
from June. Here’s all you 
need to know

Go Digit IPO allotment: 
Step-by-step guide to 

check status
approve consignments that comply certain IT hardware items in August NEW DELHI.  The government has 
with these standards. Consignments 2023, raising concerns among domestic maintained restrictions on the import of 
that do not meet the standards will be and foreign companies.unregistered or non-compliant products 

a s  p e r  a n  o f f i c i a l  The government adjusted the 
not i f icat ion from the restrictions on laptop and 
Commerce Ministry on computer imports in October. 
Monday. Now, importers can bring in 

t h e s e  i t e m s  w i t h  a n  "There is no implication of 
'authorisation', specifying the this notification. The import 
quantity and value.policy for these categories 

in question were restricted Concerns from the industry led the 
anyway, so its status quo," Directorate General of Foreign 
R e u t e r s  q u o t e d  a  Trade (DGFT) to clarify that 
government official aware there are no import restrictions 
of the matter as saying.For on certain IT hardware products, 
LED products and DC/AC s u c h  a s  d e s k t o p  sent back or destroyed at the importer's 
supplied control gear for LED modules, computers.However, the import of cost, as per the amended rules.Goods 
the authorities will randomly select laptops, tablets, all-in-one personal that do not meet the Bureau of Indian 
consignments and pick up samples for computers, and ultra-small form factor Standards or labelling requirements 
testing. These samples will then be sent computers is restricted. Imports of will have to be re-exported or will be 
to labs to check if they meet certain t h e s e  g o o d s  r e q u i r e  i m p o r t  disposed of by government agencies.he 
safety standards.Customs will only authorisation.government imposed restrictions on 

Sensex, Nifty fall in volatile 
trade as financial and IT 
stocks drag

MUMBAI. Equity benchmark indices declined in early 
trade on Tuesday in line with weak trends from Asian 
markets and fresh foreign fund outflows.

The 30-share BSE Sensex declined 218.11 points to 
73,787.83.The NSE Nifty dipped 97.45 points to 
22,404.55.Among the Sense components, Nestle, 
Mahindra & Mahindra, Bajaj Finserv, Axis Bank, 

Hindustan Unilever and ICICI Bank were the major 
laggards.

Tata Steel, Power Grid, Tata Steel and Asian Paints were 
among the gainers.In Asian markets, Seoul, Shanghai 
and Hong Kong were trading lower while Tokyo quoted 
in the positive territory.Wall Street ended mostly higher 
on Monday.Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) 
offloaded equities worth Rs 92.95 crore on Saturday, 
according to exchange data.Global oil benchmark Brent 
crude declined 0.56 per cent to USD 83.24 a barrel.

The BSE benchmark climbed 88.91 points or 0.12 per 
cent to end at 74,005.94 in a special trading session on 
Saturday.The NSE Nifty advanced 35.90 points or 0.16 
per cent to 22,502.The National Stock Exchange (NSE) 
and BSE conducted a special trading session in the 
equity and equity derivative segments on May 18 to 
check their preparedness for handling major disruptions 
or failures at the primary site.aMarkets were closed on 
Monday due to the fifth phase of the Lok Sabha 
elections in Mumbai.

NEW DELHI: Benchmark stock market indices opened 
Tuesday’s trading session on a weak note due to losses 
in heavyweight financial and information technology 
stocks.The S&P BSE Sensex was trading 194.63 points 
lower at 73,811.31 at 10:15 am, while the NSE Nifty50 
was down 29.80 points at 22,472.20.

Most of the broader market indices also fell sharply as 
volatility continued to climb amid uncertainty over the 
Lok Sabha elections.Heavyweight indices such as Nifty 
Financial Services, Nifty Bank and Nifty IT were 
trading in negative territory in early trade. However, 
Nifty Metal provides some support, gaining nearly 
1.8%.The top five gainers on the Nifty50 were Coal 
India, JSW Steel, Hindalco, BPCL and Tata Steel. On 
the other hand, the top losers were Nestle India, Axis 
Bank, HUL, Infosys and TCS.

Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP (Research), Mehta Equities 
Ltd, said, “Overnight trading was influenced by Atlanta 
Fed President Bostic's comments on higher future US 
interest rates, possibly akin to 1990s levels, and a single 
rate cut in 2024. Vice Chair Barr echoed this, 
advocating steady rates amid disappointing Q1 CPI 
data.”“Nifty bulls are poised to continue their climb, 
bolstered by pre-election rallies and a technically 
strong outlook above key EMAs. Nifty aims for an all-
time high of 22,795 and targets 23,000, with options 
data indicating a 22,000-23,000 trading range,” he 
added.Tapse indicated that today’s focus will be on Q4 
results from several major companies and the 
upcoming FOMC Minutes on May 22.

Markets decline in early 
trade on weak trends from 
Asian peers, foreign fund 
outflows

New Delhi, Wednesday, 22 May 2024 THE SIKH TIMES
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Legendary Pakistan fast bowler 

Wasim Akram feels that KKR will 

have an upper hand over SRH in 

Qualifier 1 of the Indian Premier 

League 2024 due to their wicket-

taking bowling attack.

NEWS BOX

New Delhi. SRH clinched a coveted playoffs with a World Test Championship and World The vibe after the match was not of sorrow in 
Cup-winning captain was that SRH would the SRH camp, as they were able to establish spot in the 2024 Indian Premier League, 
turn into a batting-heavy side. However, a belief in them, owing to their second-half claiming an impressive second position. 
under the astute leadership of Cummins and showing.IPL 2024: JFM earns World-Cup This achievement is all the more remarkable 
Vettori, SRH embraced a bold new call up after incredible IPL277, 287considering their recent struggles, having 
approach, shifting their focus towards From the KKR game, SRH took confidence found themselves near the bottom of the 
batting prowess, a departure from their and managed to post two of the biggest points table in two of the last three seasons. 
traditional reliance on bowling strength. totals seen in the history of the Indian Since the departure of David Warner as 
Recognising the evolving nature of the T20 Premier League. The assault against MI captain and player in 2021, the team has 
format, the management strategically (277) and RCB (287) made the opponents weathered significant turmoil, grappling 
acquired Travis Head in the IPL auction, a think twice about their batting prowess, a with frequent changes in leadership and 
move that would prove instrumental in fear that SRH fed on for the rest of the coaching staff, and failing to recapture the 
reshaping the team's fortunes for the season. s e a s o n . C U M M I N S '  W I N N I N G  success of their heyday in the mid-2010s.

Abhishek Sharma, Head, Aiden Markram, MENTALITY
As anticipation surrounded the appointment 

Heinrich Klaasen, Rahul Tripathi and Abdul It was pretty clear why the SRH side went of a new coach and captain prior to the 2024 
Samad - SRH had varied hitters through gung-ho for Pat Cummins in the IPL season, doubts lingered over SRH's 
their rank this season, all of whom were auction. The team spent Rs 20.50 crore for prospects once more. However, the arrival 
given the license to go out and express the winning mentality, the purple patch that of Pat Cummins and Daniel Vettori heralded 
themselves. The batters turned the Cummins had in 2023. It was not a joke that a dramatic transformation for the team, 
tournament on their head in the first game Cummins had won the WTC Final, drawn propelling them into a formidable batting 
itself, when they almost chased down a the Ashes away from home and then won the powerhouse and securing their first playoffs 
target of 210 runs at the Eden Gardens. SRH World Cup in Indian soil. Cummins had the berth since 2020.
were beautifully placed to win the match, X-factor, and SRH desperately depended on 

BATTING DNA however, Harshit Rana's brilliance stopped it.
The last thing that one hoped would happen them short of the target, just by 4 runs.

New Delhi. seconds.Interestingly, Deepthi has Inter-State Championships in Patiala and India's Deepthi Jeevanji clinched 
the gold medal with a world record time of competed along with abled-bodied athletes won a 200m bronze.She won a 200m bronze 
55.07 seconds in the women's 400m T20 in  the  jun ior  as  wel l  as  sen ior  in the 2019 Asian U18 Championships 
category race at the World Para Athletics championships. She has won several medals (able-bodied) with a time of 24.78 
Championships here on Monday.Para Asian seconds.Yogesh Kathuniya then added a 
Games gold medallist Deepthi smashed 

silver in men's F56 category discus throw 
American Breanna Clark's earlier world 

with an effort of 41.80 metres.The F56 record of 55.12 seconds set during last year's 
category is meant for athletes who edition of the championships in Paris.
compete in field events from a seated Aysel Onder of Turkey was second with 55.19 
position. Different athletes, including seconds while Lizanshela Angulo of 
those with amputations and spinal cord Ecuador was third with 56.68 seconds on the 
injuries, compete in this class.Later in the fourth day of competitions.The 20-year-old 
day, Bhagyashri Mahavrao Jadhav Deepthi had qualified for the final after 
picked up a silver in women's shot put winning her heat race in an Asian record 
F34 class with a throw of 7.56m.F34 time of 56.18 seconds on Sunday.The T20 
category is for field athletes with category is meant for athletes with 
movement affected to a low degree in the at the junior level while competing among intellectual impairment.

trunk and arms with highly affected able-bodied athletes.She last competed in an WHO IS DEEPTHI JEEVANJI?
legs.India's tally has now swelled to five able-bodied senior event at the 2022 Born to daily wage labourer parents at Kalleda 
medals -- 1 gold, 2 silver and 2 bronze.On National Inter-State Championships in village in Warangal district of Telangana, 
Sunday, Nishad Kumar (T47 high jump) and Chennai where she ran 100m and 200m. Deepthi had won the 400m T20 gold in the 
200m runner Preethi Pal (T35 200m race) Before that, she competed with able-bodied Hangzhou Asian Games last year with the 
won a silver and bronze respectively.athletes during the 2021 National Senior t h e n  A s i a n  r e c o r d  o f  5 6 . 6 9  

Deepthi Jeevanji shatters record to win gold in 
400m T20 class in World Para Championships

New Delhi.  Top Australian players who are 
currently featuring in the Indian Premier 
League playoffs will not be playing the 
warm-up matches of the T20 World Cup 
2024, head coach Andrew McDonald has 
confirmed. Speaking to cricket.com.au, 
McDonald has said that the likes of Pat 
Cummins, Travis Head, Glenn Maxwell, 
Cameron Green and Mitchell Starc will join 
the squad just before of the team's 
tournament opener against Oman on June 
5.Australia take on Namibia and West 
Indies in warm-up matches at Port of 
Spain's Queens Park Oval. They will not 
have the services of their full squad for 
those two games.RR are the only team who 

do not have any Australians playing in their 
side. KKR have one, while RCB and SRH 
have 2 each."They'll have a staggered entry 
now that they've made the finals – they'll 
meet us in Barbados, and the guys who 
aren't in the IPL finals, will meet us in 
Trinidad," McDonald said of the Australian 
players who are in the IPL."We're just trying 
to tailor the best individual preparation and 
bring it together as a team when we get to 
Barbados, then we have four or five days 
there leading into the first game against 
Oman," he further added.DC might retain 
Jake Fraser-McGurk: GangulyThe head 
coach further added that captain Mitchell 
Marsh will not be bowling in the warm-up 
games due to his recovery from hamstring 
injury. Marsh had to skip the majority of the 
IPL to recover ahead of the T20 World Cup, 
where he will be captaining Australia.

Australia's final T20 World Cup squad
Mitch Marsh (c), Ashton Agar, Pat Cummins, 

Tim David, Nathan Ellis, Cameron Green, 
Josh Hazlewood, Travis Head, Josh Inglis, 
Glenn Maxwell, Mitchell Starc, Marcus 
Stoinis, Matthew Wade, David Warner, 
Adam Zampa. Travelling reserves: Jake 
Fraser-McGurk, Matt Short

ongoing season.Praising the everyone performed; they played Manish 
KKR bowling attack, the former Pandey in one game and he also delivered. 
bowling coach of the franchise So, that shows that everybody is happy and 
stated that they have an attack confident. They have aggression, but they 
consisting of wicket-taking have controlled aggression. They are not 
bowlers. The 57-year-old also cocky or overconfident. No doubt, Phil 
lauded Mitchell Starc, the Salt's absence will affect them,” he added.
costliest player of the season Phil Salt's phenomenal run in season
being sold for a whopping 24.75 Notably, Salt is the second-highest run-scorer 
crore, for his match-winning of the season so far for the Knight Riders 
spells against MI and LSG.This with 435 runs to his name from 12 innings 

New Delhi. Legendary Pakistan fast bowler [bowling] is one of the main at an average of 39.54 and a strike rate of 
Wasim Akram feels KKR will have an upper factors [behind KKR finishing 182 with four fifties. However, the English 
hand over SRH in Qualifier 1 of the Indian on top of the points table]. There opener had to fly back home for national season with Varun Chakravarthy (18 
Premier League 2024 scheduled to be played are wicket-taking bowlers. The teams that commitments and is likely to be replaced by wickets), Harshit Rana (16 wickets), Andre 
on Tuesday, May 21 at Narendra Modi will take wickets will win the matches. Starc Rahmanullah Gurbaz in the Qualifier 1.Russell (15 wickets), Sunil Narine (15 
Stadium, Ahmedabad. Notably, the bowling single-handedly won them a game as well. With the two best teams of the tournament wickets) and Mitchell Starc (12 wickets) 
attack of the Knight Riders has been in They are going in the final as a calm, against each other and a spot in the final up amongst the wickets. Further speaking 
brilliant form in the ongoing season with confident, and very dangerous side for sure," for grabs, Qualifier 1 is expected to be a ahead, Akram stated that almost everyone in 
four of their bowlers ranking in the top 15 in Akram told Sportskeeda.The entire KKR highly anticipated encounter of the ongoing the team is in form but also mentioned that 
the list of the leading wicket-takers of the bowling attack is in marvellous form this season.Phil Salt’s absence will affect them.Almost 

 New Delhi . growing up with a pet, whether it's a cat or a Former India wicketkeeper-
dog... I prefer dogs though. They have batter MS Dhoni recently opened up on his 
unconditional love towards you. I have said fitness regime ahead of an IPL season. Ever 
this in a previous interview, even if I lose a since his retirement from international 
game and come back, my dog greets me the cricket in 2020, the former India captain 
same way,” Dhoni further said.only plays for CSK in the IPL and hence it 

There are widespread speculations on becomes difficult for him to maintain his 
Dhoni’s retirement ever since CSK got fitness throughout the year.
knocked out of the IPL 2024 following a Speaking about the competition in the T20 
loss against RCB by 27 runs in their last league, Dhoni revealed that since he’s 
fixture. The Ranchi-born cricketer got competing against young international 
dismissed for 25(13) during the game as he players, he has to be at his best in terms of 
failed to help his side reach the target of 201 fitness, as there’s no discount for the age 
needed for their qualification.factor. The 42-year-old further highlighted 

As a result, CSK bowed out of the tournament his training and eating habits and mentioned 
without playing the knockouts just for the how not being on social media helps 
third time in their history. Dhoni looked at him.“The toughest thing is... I am not 
his vintage best in the season having scored playing cricket throughout the year. So I 
161 runs from 11 innings at an average of have to be fit. Once I come, you are 

distraction,” said Dhoni at a promotional have started getting into vintage cars. These 53.66 and a strike rate of 220.54. His cameo competing against youngsters who are fit 
event in Dubai.Further speaking ahead, things de-stress me. If am stressed, I would of 20* (4) proved to be a deciding factor and playing international cricket. 
Dhoni highlighted the role of motorbikes maybe go to the garage, spend a couple of against MI as Chennai eventually won by 20 Professional sport is not easy, nobody gives 
and vintage cars in de-stressing him. hours over there and I will just be fine, I runs.Meanwhile, the 42-year-old was you discount for age. If you want to play, 

“Once I quit international cricket, I wanted to would come back,” he added.Dhoni on his spotted in his hometown Ranchi a day after you have to be as fit as the other guy. Age 
spend a bit more time with my family. But, love for pets CSK got knocked out. It remains to be seen doesn't really give that grace to you. So, 
at that same time, to be mentally active, to The 42-year-old also spoke about his love for whether the legendary cricketer will come eating habits, a bit of training and all those 
have that passion to stay focussed -- for me, pets and mentioned how they treat him the back to play for another season or will call things are there. Social media, thankfully, I 
I love farming, for me it's the motorbikes, I same even after a loss.“I have always felt time on his professional cricketing career.am not on social media, so there's less 

Wasim Akram picks ‘confident and dangerous’ 
KKR as favourites against SRH in Qualifier 1

MS Dhoni on his fitness regime for IPL 
season: ‘Nobody gives you discount for age’

Midas touch: How Pat Cummins 
changed SRH's DNA in IPL 2024

NEW DELHI. Former Pakistan captain 
Wasim Akram has  expressed  h is  
disappointment over the absence of England 
players from the IPL 2024 playoffs due to 
national commitments, highlighting a 
growing concern in the cricketing world. In 
stark contrast to Sunil Gavaskar, who has 
proposed financial penalties, Akram 
believes that cutting salaries will not resolve 
the issue.Speaking to Sportskeeda, Akram 
stated, "If you cut salaries, will it affect 
anything if your team doesn't win after 
reaching the playoffs? You've put in all the 
hard work and in the last hurdle, your boys 
leave because they have to play for the 
country. It's not fair."kram also criticized the 
England Cricket Board (ECB) for not issuing 
full No Objection Certificates (NOCs) to its 
players, causing disruptions for the IPL 
teams.In contrast, former Indian cricketer 
Sunil Gavaskar, writing in his column for 
Mid-Day, took a different approach, 
suggesting that financial penalties should be 
imposed on both players and their boards.

"I am all for players choosing country before 
anything else but having assured various 
franchises about their availability for the full 
season, if they pull out now, it will be letting 
down the franchises which probably

'It's not fair': Wasim Akram agrees 
with Irfan Pathan, slams ECB and 
England players for leaving IPL 
early

 New Delhi . Australia's swashbuckling 
opener Jake Fraser-McGurk has been named 
in the final squad for the T20 World Cup 
2024. Fraser-McGurk, who was not named 
in the initial list has been added as a 
travelling reserve alongside spinner Matt 
Short. Fraser-McGurk's much-anticipated 
call-up comes after the batter's incredible 
debut season in the Indian Premier League 
2024 where he struck fear in the opposition 
team.

Fraser-McGurk's six-hitting ability wowed 
everyone in the IPL as the opener smashed 
his way to 330 runs in just 9 matches at a 
ridiculous strike-rate of 234.04. Earlier, the 
youngster had reacted to his snub from the 
side and said that he might not have been 
ready yet for a big tournament like the T20 
World Cup.Australia head coach Andrew 
McDonald spoke to cricket.com.au after the 
final squad was named and said that Fraser-
McGurk was in serious contention for the 
final 15. The coach revealed that Fraser-
McGurk was not picked in the main team 
because of the stacked top order, which 
included the likes of David Warner, Travis 
Head, Mitchel Marsh and Cameron 
Green.You look at Jake's form in the IPL – he 
took that by storm and he was a serious 
consideration for the final 15. And so was 
Matthew Short. His BBL form has been 
outstanding over a long period of time and 
he's shown glimpses at the international 
level as well, albeit at times he's had to play a 
different role," Andrew McDonald told 
cricket.com.au"When you're on the fringes 
potentially you're going to have to play 
different roles at different times and he's 
really embraced some middle-order 
opportunities. We know that he's best suited 
at the top of the order – and it's probably 
similar for Jake as well – hence why they 
haven't been picked in the in the initial 15," 
McDonald added.

Australia players in IPL 
playoffs to skip warm-up 

matches before T20 World Cup

Jake Fraser-McGurk, Matt Short 
named in Australia's reserves for 
T20 World Cup 2024

Time kharab uska hota hai 
jiske...': KKR star Rinku Singh 
opens up on his T20 World Cup 
squad snub
NEW DELHI. India and Kolkata Knight 

Riders (KKR) sensation Rinku Singh 
expressed his ambition to win a major trophy 
for his team at the senior level and lift it with 
his own hands.Despite his underwhelming 
performance in the ongoing Indian Premier 
League (IPL) season, with just 168 runs in 11 
innings at an average of 18.66, Rinku 
remains optimistic and motivated.Although 
Rinku has played 15 matches and 11 innings 
for India in T20 cricket since his debut in 
2023, scoring 356 runs at an impressive 
average of 89.00 and a strike rate of 176.24, 
he has not been able to secure a spot in the 
main squad for the T20 World Cup. However, 
this setback has not dampened his spirits, and 
he remains determined to achieve his goals.

"Since I have played cricket, I have won some 
trophies at junior level. But not at the senior 
level. I am going to the World Cup. I want to 
hold the WC trophy, I hope we win. My 
dream is to win a big trophy for my country 
and lift it in my hands," said Rinku, who will 
travel to the T20 World Cup as a reserve 
player, in a video on the IPL website.

"Time kharab uska hota hai jiske haath pair 
nahi hote, hamare toh hain. Hamara time 
kharab nahi hai (Time is bad for someone 
who does not have his limbs, I have them. I 
am not going through a bad time)," added 
Rinku, displaying his optimism.Rinku 
fondly recalled his five successive sixes 
against Gujarat Titans in the final over 
bowled by Yash Dayal, which helped KKR 
secure a thrilling victory in a tense run-chase. 
He acknowledged that this feat changed his 
life, leading to increased recognition and 
opportunities, stating, "I used to be 
wondering all the time if I would get to play 
further. I used to tell myself that I would do 
well in the next game and I should keep 
working hard. I kept working hard. After 
those five sixes, 

New Delhi, Wednesday, 22 May 2024 THE SIKH TIMES




