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INDIA bloc to hold ‘maha rally’ in Delhi on
March 31 to ‘safeguard democracy’

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, March 24: The opposition

INDIA bloc will hold a “maha rally” at
Delhi’s Ramlila Maidan on March 31 to
safeguard the country’s interests and
democracy, AAP leader Gopal Rai said on
Sunday. The announcement comes after
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal (55)
was arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Thursday from his
official residence in connection with an
excise policy-linked money-laundering
case. A court on Friday sent the AAP
national convenor to the central agency’s
custody till March 28. Addressing a press
conference, INDIA bloc allies AAP and
Congress announced the rally. “We will
hold a ‘maha rally’ at Ramlila Maidan on
March 31 against what is happening in the
country. The top leadership of the INDIA
bloc will participate in the event,” Rai, the
AAP’s Delhi convenor, Rai said.
“Democracy and the country are in dan-
ger. All INDIA bloc parties will take part
in this ‘maha rally’ to safeguard the coun-
try’s interests and democracy,” he added.
Rai claimed that Kejriwal’s arrest has
angered people who respect the
Constitution. “It is not only about Arvind
Kejriwal. The entire opposition is being
threatened. Either they use money to buy

people or scare them by using the ED and
the CBI (Central Bureau of Investigation).
If someone refuses to bow, they get them
arrested under false cases,” Rai alleged.

The Delhi minister cited the arrest of for-
mer Jharkhand chief minister Hemant
Soren and alleged that West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee and RJD
leader Tejaswi Yadav were also being tar-
geted. Soren’s Jharkhand Mukti Morcha,
the Banerjee-led Trinamool Congress and
the RJD are all members of the opposition
INDIA bloc. “All INDIA bloc leaders are
being framed in false cases. They turned
Delhi into a fortress. Elected MLAs, min-
isters were detained when they were

protesting. Kejriwal’s family was placed
under house arrest. They sealed our party
office. Yesterday (Saturday), at Shaheedi
Park, they behaved with us as if we were

criminals,” Rai further charged. He fur-
ther said the BJP is claiming that opposi-
tion leaders are being arrested because
they are involved in corruption but no
money trail has been found in the excise
policy case, the investigation into which
has been going on for two years.
“However, a Rs 60-crore money trail has
been found. They arrested Sarath Reddy
in the excise policy case but he was
released on the condition that he give a
statement against Kejriwal and donate Rs

60 crore to the BJP through electoral
bonds. The bank accounts of the oldest
party of the country were sealed so that
they could not even campaign for the Lok
Sabha elections,” Rai said. The AAP
leader said the entire Opposition is com-
ing together to save the country. Reddy of
Aurobindo Pharma was arrested by the
central agency last November in connec-
tion with the excise policy case. No com-
ments were available from Reddy or his
company over the charges. There was no
immediate reaction to the allegations
from the BJP either. Arvinder Singh
Lovely, the Congress’ Delhi unit chief,
alleged that the Opposition parties are not
being given a level playing field and high-
lighted the freezing of his party’s
accounts and the arrest of a chief minister.
“The March 31 ‘maha rally’ will not only
be a political one but a call to save the
country’s democracy and raise voices
against the BJP-led Centre,” he said.
“Democracy is in danger. Our leader
Rahul Gandhi is fighting to save democra-
cy. We are standing with our INDIA bloc
allies with full strength,” he added. Rai
was later asked if they would get permis-
sion to hold the rally. “We will apply for
permission and are hopeful of getting it. If
we do not get the permission, we will see
what needs to be done,” he said. 

PM Modi’s corruption pitch ‘hollow’: Congress leader Jairam Ramesh
Naresh Malhotra

New Delhi, March 24: The INDIA bloc is
intact despite Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s “somersault” and TMC supremo
Mamata Banerjee deciding to be Mamata
Banerjee, senior Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh has said, rejecting as “hollow”
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s pitch
against the opposition on corruption. In an
interaction with PTI editors at the news
agency’s headquarters here, Ramesh also
said the opposition will unitedly cross the
halfway mark of 272 in the elections and oust
the BJP from power. He spoke on a range of
issues including electoral bonds, the arrests
of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
JMM leader Hemant Soren, who resigned as
Jharkhand CM, and also addressed specula-
tions around Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra potentially contesting the Lok
Sabha polls from Amethi and Raebareli,
respectively. “Look at the way the electoral
bonds scheme has worked. Rs 4,000-crore of
bonds are directly linked with Rs 4-lakh
crore of contracts. There is a clear correla-

tion between the electoral bonds and the
award of contracts,” Ramesh
said, claiming that a BJP MP
buys electoral bonds after get-
ting infrastructure contracts. He
said they have evidence that
bonds worth Rs 4,000 crores
purchased by several companies
in favour of the BJP are directly
linked to the award of contracts
and action initiated by central
agencies against them. “To say
that Mr Modi is going to take
the corruption plank and use
Hemant Soren and Arvind
Kejriwal as examples that he is
fighting corruption is absolutely
a bogus argument. Look at the
electoral bonds saga, it is a com-
plete case of quid pro quo,” the
Congress leader said. “There is
ample evidence to show that the corruption
is a 'khokhla (hollow) plank' as far as Mr
Modi is concerned.” On opposition unity, he
said all 28 parties were together up to
December 19 “but Nitish Kumar did a som-

ersault and Mamata Banerjee decided to be

Mamata Banerjee. These are the two things
that have happened”. “The fact that Nitish
Kumar is not part of the INDIA bloc does not
mean that the INDIA bloc has collapsed,”
Ramesh said, asserting the opposition will

certainly cross the halfway mark. “Yes, I'm
sure that it will add up to
272.” Asked if the INDIA
bloc bubble has burst, he
said, “No, no. Where has
it burst?” The alliance
with the Aam Aadmi
Party is intact as is the tie-
up with the NCP, Shiv
Sena, the DMK and JMM,
the Congress leader
asserted. “Our alliance
with CPM and CPI is
going to be finalised in
West Bengal. We have an
11-party alliance in Assam
and we have an alliance
with the Samajwadi
Party.” “Mamata Banerjee
has said that she is part of
the INDIA bloc. She is

not seat-sharing with us, but she is very
much part of the INDIA bloc,” he said. On
how Kejriwal’s arrest would impact the
opposition, especially as the PM making cor-
ruption an issue using the cases of the Delhi

CM and Hemant Soren, Ramesh said,
“'Chanda do, dhanda lo (quid pro quo)' is
becoming obvious, after the electoral bonds
issue”. “It is true that Mr Modi will use this
Hemant Soren and Kejriwal cases to say
that he is cleaning up the system, but he
has not cleaned up the system. Evidence
shows, this is completely to the contrary,”
Ramesh asserted. On opposition parties,
including the Congress, also getting dona-
tion worth crores of rupees through elec-
toral bonds, he said they do not have cen-
tral probe agencies and cannot grant cen-
tral contracts to companies. “There is clear
evidence that we have put out which shows
there are 30 companies against whom ED
and CBI was used and Rs 330-crore worth
donations came through these 30 compa-
nies,” he said. On whether Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra will contest
Amethi and Raebareli seats respectively or
have they abandoned their family pocket
boroughs in Uttar Pradesh, Ramesh said,
“Rahul Gandhi had said that he is a loyal
soldier of the party and if the CEC asks him
to contest, he will do so.”

Rajnath Singh celebrates Holi with soldiers in
Leh, says Ladakh India’s ‘capital of bravery’

Tejinder Kaur Babbar
Leh, March 24: Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh on Sunday celebrated Holi with Army
jawans in Leh and lauded them for protect-
ing the country from enemies while brav-
ing extreme weather conditions. Singh was
earlier supposed to celebrate Holi with sol-
diers in Siachen, the world’s highest battle-
field, but his visit was cancelled due to
inclement weather. The minister was
accompanied by Chief of Army Staff
General Manoj Pande and General Officer
Commanding, Fire and Fury Corps, Lt Gen
Rashim Bali. The Defence Minister applied
tilak with ‘gulal’ on soldiers’ foreheads. He
also laid a wreath at the War Memorial
here to pay tributes to soldiers who laid
down their lives in the line of duty.
Addressing the soldiers after celebrating the
festival of colours, Singh said Ladakh is the
national capital of courage and bravery. “Like
we have the national capital in Delhi, the eco-
nomic capital in Mumbai, and the technological
capital in Bengaluru, Ladakh is India’s capital
of courage and bravery. “When everyone
wants to hide in their homes due to extreme
weather conditions, you stand up to protect the
country from its enemies with unwavering
willpower,” he said. The country will always be

indebted to the soldiers for their devotion and
service. The commitment of the soldiers post-
ed in high altitudes is much stronger than the
sub-zero temperatures, the minister said. “You

are doing divine work. You are ready to fire at
the enemy and take a bullet to your chest and
it is due to this that the people of the country
can celebrate Holi peacefully,” he said. “I feel
that all of you, while protecting us from the
enemies, are no less than protector gods for
us,” he told the soldiers. Singh reiterated the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led central gov-
ernment’s commitment to the welfare of the
armed forces and their families. “It is our duty
to take care of you, your children and parents.
Our government is always working for the

forces of the country with the same zeal with
which you are working for this country,” he
said. When he took over as the defence minis-
ter five years ago, Singh said, he visited

Siachen first. “Today, it was not possible to
go to Siachen due to bad weather. Therefore,
I wish a happy Holi to all soldiers deployed
there,” he said, adding that playing Holi with
jawans is one of the happiest moments for
him. “We all know that there is a tradition in
our country that whenever there is any aus-
picious occasion, we start it by worshipping
our beloved God. Even when we have a feast,
it is offered to God first. “The first lamp of
Diwali, the first colour of Holi, all this should
be in the name of our protectors, our sol-
diers. Festivals should first be celebrated at
the snowy peaks of Siachen and Kargil, on

sandy plains of Rajasthan and with the Navy
personnel aboard the submarine in the depths
of the Indian Ocean,” the defence minister said.
Singh urged the Chiefs of the three services to
start a new tradition of beginning celebrations
with soldiers a day before a festival. “Such cel-
ebrations should become an integral part of
our culture,” he said. Later, Singh spoke with
soldiers in Siachen over the phone and extend-
ed Holi greetings to them. He told them that he
would soon visit Siachen and interact with
them. 

Sanjay Kumar
Chennai, March 24: The

Tamil Nadu BJP on Sunday
alleged that the state
Fisheries Minister and
DMK leader Anitha R
Radhakrishnan publicly
uttered an expletive against

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and said it would
approach the police and
Election Commission (EC)
seeking action. DMK lead-
ers have reached a new low
in their uncouth behaviour
by passing vile comments &
unpardonable public dis-
course against our Hon PM
Thiru @narendramodi avl.
K Annamalai, the BJP’s
state unit president posted
on X that DMK leaders have
reached a new low in their
‘uncouth behaviour’ by

passing ‘vile comments and
an unpardonable public dis-
course’ against PM Modi.
‘When they have nothing to
criticise, this is the level
DMK leaders have stooped.
DMK MP Smt Kanimozhi
was on the stage and did not

bother to stop her col-
league,’ Annamalai
said in his post.
Annamalai also tagged
a video clip of Anitha
Radhakrishnan in
which the Minister
purportedly used an
expletive in Tamil.
BJP vice president
Narayanan Tirupathi
said Anitha
Radhakrishnan spoke

against PM Modi in a ‘high-
ly contemptuous manner’
and that the Minister should
be immediately dismissed
from his post. Tirupathi also
demanded that Anitha
Radhakrishnan must be
arrested and lodged in jail.
He added that Lok Sabha
MP Kanimozhi was present
when Radhakrishnan made
that outrageous comment
and hence, the EC must
take strict action against her
too.

India and Russia have taken extra care to look
after each other’s interests: EAM Jaishankar

Navdeep Singh Sahni
Singapore, March 24:

Russia is a country with

which India has always had a
positive relationship and both
countries have taken extra
care to look after each other's
interests, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said on
Sunday, as he dismissed the
notion that Moscow is drift-
ing towards China.
Interacting with the Indian
community in Singapore,
Jaishankar said India should
look at its relationship with
Russia or any other country
from its perspective. “So, tell
me has Russia helped us or

harmed us? Has Russia at
crucial moments contributed
or obstructed? Going ahead,

are there gains to be
made from Russia or is
it only damages which
will come out?” he
asked. “So, if I do my
calculations from my
perspective and my
experiences, I will get
the answer. And the
answer in this case is
that Russia is a country
with which we have

always had a positive relation-
ship,” he said. “Both India
and Russia have taken that
extra care to look after each
other's interests. So, I think
we should have that confi-
dence as we go forward,” he

said while answering a ques-
tion. The ties between India
and Russia remained strong
notwithstanding Moscow's
invasion of Ukraine. India has
not yet condemned the
Russian invasion of Ukraine,
and it has been maintaining
that the crisis must be
resolved through diplomacy
and dialogue. On a question
on the US presidential elec-
tion in November and India's
equation with the country
after that, Jaishankar said: “I
prefer to be patient”.
Jaishankar said he is confi-
dent that India can get along
with whoever is President of
the US. Jaishankar is in
Singapore on a three-day visit
from Saturday.

BJP alleges Tamil Nadu minister
Anitha R Radhakrishnan used

expletive against PM Modi

First Saini Cabinet meeting held, decisions withheld amid poll code
Chandigarh, March 24: Haryana Cabinet today met for the first time under new CM Nayab Singh Saini. However, no decision was con-

veyed to the media owing to the model code of conduct in force. Talking to mediapersons, Saini said, “This was the first Cabinet meeting.
We extend best wishes to citizens of the state on the occasion of Holi. The works started by former CM Manohar Lal Khattar will continue.
As procurement season for wheat and mustard is starting, we will ensure that farmers don’t face any issues. We discussed some issues but
there is a model code of conduct in place.” He said, “After June 4, when the model code of conduct will be lifted, we will be left with 95 days.
We have prepared an agenda and roadmap for those days. How to move forward? What facilities should people get? How their grievances
can be redressed?”In a reply to a question, he said soon candidates for the four remaining Lok Sabha seats in the state would be announced.
“We have a target to bring back Narendra Modi government at the Centre,” Agriculture Minister Kanwar Pal Gujjar, Industry Minister Mool
Chand Sharma, Energy Minister Ranjit Singh, Finance Minister Jai Parkash Dalal, Public Health Engineering Minister Dr Banwari Lal,
Health Minister Dr Kamal Gupta, Minister of State for School Education Seema Trikha, Minister of State for Development and Panchayat
Mahipal Dhanda, Minister of State for Transport Aseem Goyal, Minister of State for Irrigation and Water Resources Dr Abhey Singh Yadav,
Minister of State for Urban Local Bodies Subhash Sudha, Minister of State for Social Justice, Empowerment and Welfare of Scheduled Castes
and Backward Classes Bishamber Singh, and Minister of State for Environment and Forests Sanjay Singh were present during the meeting.
Saini also went to rooms of the newly appointed eight ministers as they took charge. On the occasion, Sudha told reporters that people would
start noticing his work from Day 1. “We will strengthen the Swachh Bharat mission across the state. The property ID system will be further improved. I will carry on the good
work done by my predecessors,” he added. Gujjar said farmers wouldn’t face any problems as all arrangements had been made for smooth procurement. “The mustard procure-
ment is starting from March 26 and wheat procurement from April 1. The farmers will soon get compensation for damaged crops due to recent rains,” he added.

Let's splash each other with hues of laughter,
romance and joy. Wishing you a colourful and
joyful Holi, filled with love and happiness!

Editor : Simmi Kaur Babbar
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New Delhi, March 24:
Known to respond to com-
mand words such as "sit",

dogs have now been found
to conjure up mental repre-
sentations when they hear
known words referring to
objects such as a ball,

according to a new
research that analysed
their brain activity. The

researchers said it did not
matter how many object
words a dog understood --
known words activated
mental representations

anyway. This suggested
that the ability is generally
present in dogs and not
just in some exceptional
canines knowing the
names of many objects,
they said. "Your dog under-
stands more than he or she
shows signs of," said Lilla
Magyari from Hungary's
Eötvös Loránd University
and co-first author of the
study published in the
‘Current Biology’ journal.
"Dogs are not merely
learning a specific behav-
iour to certain words but
they might actually under-
stand the meaning of some
individual words as
humans do," Magyari said.
The finding that dogs may
have a general capacity to
understand words in a ref-

erential manner, as
humans do, can reshape
the way scientists think
about humans' uniqueness
in using and understanding
language, the researchers
said. It also has important
implications for theories
and models of language
evolution, they said. For
the study, the researchers
recruited 18 dog owners
and had them say words
for toys that their dogs
knew. The dogs were then
presented with objects --
sometimes matching the
word their owner said and
sometimes not -- and their
brain's electrical activity
was measured. The brain
activity recordings showed
differences in patterns
when the dogs were shown
matching objects against

those when shown non-
matching ones, the
researchers said and
added that this was evi-
dence of dogs understand-
ing words. They also found
a greater difference in the
brain activity patterns for
words that the dogs knew
better. While the team also
thought that dogs' ability to
understand words depend-
ed on them having a large
vocabulary of object
words, the results showed
otherwise. "Because typi-
cal dogs learn instruction
words rather than object

names, and there are only
a handful of dogs with a
large vocabulary of object
words, we expected that
dogs' capacity for referen-
tial understanding of object
words will be linked to the
number of object words
they know; but it wasn't,"
said Magyari. The
researchers now want to
know if this ability to
understand words through
mental representations is
specific to dogs or is pres-
ent in other mammals as
well. 

Dogs understand more than they let on, create
mental images of known words
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New Delhi, March 24: Former Indian Air Force
chief RKS Bhadauria along with ex-bureaucrat and
former MP Varaprasad Rao joined the BJP on
Sunday in the presence of the top party brass.
Bhadauria was the 23rd Air chief from September
2019 to September 2021 and joined the BJP on
Sunday nearly two and a half years after he
retired from the forces. Bhadauria had earlier
termed the Balakot air strikes of February 26,
2019 as "the most significant air action by the IAF
in four decades with fighters penetrating the
Pakistan airspace, launching precise attacks and
returning home safely". With those strikes that
followed the Pulwama terror attack, India had
ended the red line it had imposed on itself.
Mirage 2000 fighters of the IAF had conducted
pre-dawn air strikes and bombed JeM targets in
Balakot. Speaking on his joining the BJP in the
presence of party national general secretary
Vinod Tawde and Union minister Anurag Thakur,
Bhadauria said, "I am thankful to the BJP for this
opportunity to contribute to nation-building. I
served the IAF for over 40 years. This was a great
honour. The golden period of the Forces was the
last decade of my service. The bold decisions taken
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to strengthen
the armed forces, make them self-reliant and mod-
ernise them have ensured that Indian forces attain

new capability and confidence which is now visible
in the field." Bhadauria said that in future, the
forces will have even greater indigenous capability.
"These outcomes will be critical from the point of

view of security. Phenomenal and visionary leader-
ship of PM Modi and reforms being undertaken
across sectors are lending India a new direction.
India is emerging as a strong nation under PM
Modi," he said. Former IAS officer-turned-politician
Varaprasad Rao from Tirupati also joined the BJP,
hailing PM Modi's vision and noting that under the

BJP Tirupati had witnessed a 100 times increase in
its development in terms of road and rail network
and smart city features. "Tirupati's development
has improved a hundred times. A lot of flyovers
have come up. There are no traffic jams. Many new
roads and trains have been introduced," said Rao,
whose first political break was courtesy actor
Chiranjeevi and his brother Pawan Kalyan. Rao
served in the governments of MG Ramachandran, J
Jayalalitha and K Karunanidhi. He took VRS and
joined politics. Inducting the duo into the BJP,
Anurag Thakur said the joining of top professionals
showed the trust that a prosperous, safe and devel-
oped India was possible only under PM Modi.
"Only a safe India can be a developed India.
Officers like Air Chief Marshal Bhadauria and Rao
have dedicated years to national service and now
come to our party which fulfilled the promise of one
rank one pension, struck peace resolutions in the
northeast; abrogated Article 370 to enable develop-
ment and harmony in Jammu and Kashmir and indi-
genised armed forces," said Thakur. He said India's
defence production had risen considerably. "We
had Rs 1 lakh crore defence production, and Rs
16,000 crore exports. The country is safe under PM
Modi which is why officers are returning to the
task of nation-building even after retirement,"
Thakur added.

Former IAF chief RKS Bhadauria,
ex-bureaucrat Varaprasad Rao join BJP

NAME CHANGE
I, SWEETI  W/O ASHISH KUMAR
residing at A-1ST/440 4TH/FLOOR
MADANGIR DELHI-110062  have
changed my  name   to SWEETY
GUPTA for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
ADITYA ACHARYA S/O SID-
DHARTH KUMAR, residing at B-
8/B, (B-204), 1ST FLOOR, STREET
NO-3, WEST VINOD NAGAR,
SHAKAR PUR BARAMAD, EAST
DELHI-110092, declare that name
of my father and my mother has
been wrongly written as SID-
DHARTH ACHARYA and MONIKA
ACHARYA in my education docu-
ments. The actual name of my
father and mother is SIDDHARTH
KUMAR and MONIKA GUPTA
respectively, which may be amend-
ed accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, KISHAN KUMAR  S/O MAHESH
CHAND GUPTA residing at A-1ST/440
1ST/FLOOR MADANGIR DELHI-
110062  have changed my  name   to
KISHAN LAL for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, RITU daughter of RADHEY SHYAM
R/O 1/186/6, 24 QTRS, SADAR
BAZAR, DELHI CANTT, SOUTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110010 have
changed my name from RITU to RITU
KUMAR for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I,  Kulbir Chand S/o Chunni lal R/O
House no-1641 first floor, block -f ,
Sainik colony Sector -49, Faridabad
Haryana -121001 have changed my
name from Kulbir Chand to Kulbir
Chander uppal for all future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Jibran S/o mohammed
Furqan R/O 2243-Gali
Dakotan,Turkman Gate, Central Delhi -
110006 have changed my name from
Mohammad Jibran to Mohammed
Jibran for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, HARSH DEEP Son of BHUPINDER
SINGH R/O C-193, GROUND FLOOR,
WEST PATEL NAGAR, DELHI-110008
have changed my name from HARSH
DEEP to HARSHDEEP SINGH for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, MAHAJABIN JAIDI  W/o ABBAS ALI
R/O A-326 AMAR PURI NABI KARIM
PAHAR GANJ NEW DELHI-110055
HAVE CHANGE MY NAME from
MEHJBEEN to MAHAJABIN JAIDI for
all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, JAGANATH father of NO- 15328922K
Rank- L/NK Name- BODINAIDU VANA
R/O 1-95, JANGALA VEEDHI, VILL-
CHINNABAMMIDI, PO-PEDDABAM-
MIDI, TEH-KOTABOMMALI, DIST-
SRIKAKULAM, ANDHRA PRADESH-
532474 have changed my name from
JAGANATH to VANAJAGANNADHAM
for all future purposes, in my son’s serv-
ice record my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01/07/1957 instead of my cor-
rect date of birth as 01/01/1961 Vide
Affidavit dated 23/03/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, JAYAMMAmother of NO- 15328922K
Rank- L/NK Name- BODINAIDU VANA
R/O 1-95, JANGALA VEEDHI, VILL-
CHINNABAMMIDI, PO-PEDDABAM-
MIDI, TEH-KOTABOMMALI, DIST-
SRIKAKULAM, ANDHRA PRADESH-
532474 have changed my name from
JAYAMMA to VANA JAYAMMA for all
future purposes, in my son’s service
record my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01/07/1959 instead of my cor-
rect date of birth as 01/01/1956 vide affi-
davit dated 23/03/2024 before Notary
Public Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our clients Piramal
Capital & Housing Finance Limited
was financed the said property Unit
No. J-704,7th Floor, Block/tower- J
Plot No.- Gh-04b, Antriksh Golf
View I ISector-78, Noida, Gautam
Budh Nagar Uttar Pradesh -
201301. Vide loan no.
13100000489, along with under
custody (1) Original allotment letter
dated 09.03.2011 (2) Original
Demand Letter (3) Original Tripartite
Agreement (4) Original NOC for
Mortgage from the
Builder/Developer (5) Original
Payment Receipts (6) Original Own
Contribution Receipts and same
were submitted with Piramal Capital
& Housing Finance Limited by Mr.
Satya Prakash, The documents
were misplaced from the posses-
sion of Piramal Capital & Housing
Finance Limited and online FIR
Reference No - LR No.
1579470/2024 already lodged by
Piramal Capital & Housing Finance
Limited on dt. 24.03.2024 P.S. Crim
Branch Delhi and any persons
found / received the above-men-
tioned property docs than to be
informed to Piramal Capital &
Housing Finance Limited. Branch:
Noida, Uttar Pradesh.  or underwrit-
ing Advocate.  

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed
that my client Mrs. Rukmani Devi w/o
Late Sh. Jagjeevan, R/o D 1st / 168
Madangiri, Dr Ambedkar Nagar, New
Delhi 110062 have severed all their
relations with her son Dharamender ,
his wife Meenakshi and their daugh-
ters Dipranjal and lavina due to their
bad Habits. My above named client
has also disowned and debarred her
said son, his wife and their Daughters
from all their movable and immovable
properties. Anybody dealing with them
will do so at their own risk and respon-
sibilities and my above named client
will not be responsible for any act,
deed or dealing done by her son ,his
wife and their Daughter.  

KESHAV BHARDWAJ
(ADVOCATE AND LEGAL

CONSULTANT)
Chamber No. 342(E), Lawyer's Block

Saket District  Court,
New Delhi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client, Mr. Brij Kishor S/o Mr.
Gubre Lal, R/o B-168, Gali No. 4/5,
Rama Garden, Karawal Nagar, North
East Delhi, Delhi-110094. Is going to
purchase property i.e. Plot No. B-23,
measuring 170 sq. yds., out of Khasra
No.670, situated Block-B, Sharad City
Colony, village Loni, Pargana Loni,
Tehsil & Distt. Ghaziabad, U. P. from
Seller Mohd. Kamil son of Mohd. Akil
and said Mohd. Kamil son of Mohd.
Akil purchased the said property vide
Sale Deed dated 26.08.2008 execut-
ed between Mr. Sanjay Gupta son of
Mr. Vishnu Prasad Gupta & Mr. Anand
Gupta son of Mr. Vishnu Prasad
Gupta duly regd. as Doc. No.22196,
Book No.1, Vol. No. 11180, page 285-
304, on 26.08.2008 (SR-IV,
Ghaziabad). Whereas previous chain
of the said property i.e. Original Sale
Deed dated 27.02.2006 / 01.03.2006
executed by M/s Siddheshwari
Builder Delhi Pvt. Ltd., through its
director Shri R.K. Aggarwal in favour
of Mr. Sanjay Gupta son of Mr. Vishnu
Prasad Gupta vide in respect of the
portion of Plot No. B-23 area 85 sq.
yards duly regd. as Doc. No. 4611. &
Original Sale Deed dated 27.02.2006
/ 01.03.2006 executed by M/s
Siddheshwari Builder Delhi Pvt. Ltd.,
through its director Shri R.K. Aggarwal
in favour of Mr. Anand Gupta son of
Mr. Vishnu Prasad Gupta vide in
respect of the portion of Plot No. B-23
area 85 sq. yards duly regd. as Doc.
No. 4602. has been lost and in this
regard LR No:1563084/2024 has
been filed before P.S: Crime Branch,
Delhi on dated 19/03/2024 by seller
Mohd. Kamil. And Above-mentioned
property is going to be mortgage with
VASTU HOUSING FINANCE COR-
PORATION LTD. Any person/bank/
financial institution having any
claim/right, lien any objection whatso-
ever in regard to above property,
should notified to the
undersigned/Adv. Aditya Verma, C-
2/12 Yamuna Vihar, Delhi-110053.
along with documentary evidence
under address through registered A/D
within 7 days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice, failing which any
claim, lien or objection shall be
deemed to have been waived.

ADITYA VERMA, ADVOCATE. 
Add: C-2/12, Yamuna Vihar, 

Delhi-110053
Mobile No. 9999042521.

Srinagar, March 24: After facing criticism from polit-
ical parties, the Army on Saturday cancelled a seminar
that was aimed at creating awareness about the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) and other issues. Late on Friday
evening, the Army had sent invitations to media houses
for the seminar on ‘Navigating legal frontiers:
Understanding Indian Penal Code 2023 and the quest for
Uniform Civil Code”. The seminar was to be conducted
at the Kashmir University Auditorium on March 26. Law
Secretary Achal Sethi was scheduled to present a vale-
dictory address. The Chief Justice of the High Court of
J&K and Ladakh had to preside over as chief guest and
Major General PBS Lambha, GOC, 31 Sub Area, was to
present vote of thanks. The Army had planned a seminar
in Srinagar on March 26 to create awareness on Uniform
Civil Code and other issues. Now, it says the event has
been cancelled due to model code of conduct.
Questioning the move, ex-CM and National Conference
(NC) vice-president Omar Abdullah said, “Is it appropri-
ate for the Army to get involved in the divisive issue of
the Uniform Civil Code and that too in a sensitive area
like Kashmir?” “There is a reason the Army has
remained apolitical and areligious. This ill-advised UCC
seminar is a threat to both these basic tenets. Going
ahead with this risks opening up the Army to charges of
getting involved in the murky world of politics coupled
with interfering in religious matters,” Omar tweeted.
This is continuation of the trend of Naya Kashmir and
Akhir Kab Tak campaigns in which the Army is seen

playing a partisan role and directly interfering in politi-
cal affairs. —Najmus Saqib, PDP Spokesperson Is it
appropriate for the Army to get involved in the divisive
issue of the Uniform Civil Code and that too in a sensi-

tive area like Kashmir? —Omar Abdullah, National
Conference Vice-president One of the topics of the legal
awareness seminar was themed ‘Legal pluralism to dis-
cuss the challenges and benefits of moving from a sys-
tem of diverse personal laws to a uniform legal code con-
sidering the concept of legal pluralism’. Another topic

was ‘Secularism and social harmony, explore how a uni-
form civil code aligns with the principles of secularism
and its potential impact on fostering social harmony in a
diverse society’. Another topic was ‘Human rights per-
spective, discuss the human rights perspective examin-
ing how a uniform civil code may contribute to uphold-
ing individual rights and freedom’. Overview of the
Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita 2023, victim’s rights and
Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita 2023, and challenges and future
directions were other topics. NC’s chief spokesperson
Tanvir Sadiq urged the Election Commission of India
(ECI) to “assess the appropriateness of the Army dis-
cussing an issue that figures prominently in the BJP’s
manifesto” while the model code of conduct is in effect.
The Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) also criticised the
Army for conducting the seminar. “What we are seeing
is the continuation of the trend of Naya Kashmir and
Akhir Kab Tak campaigns in which the Army as an insti-
tution was seen playing a partisan role and directly inter-
fering in the political affairs of J&K,” PDP spokesperson
Najmus Saqib said. Saqib said this is a “very dangerous
trend” and is a “manifestation of larger systemic erosion
of the Constitution”. After the backlash, the Army can-
celled the event, saying it was due to implementation of
the model code of conduct. Srinagar-based defence
spokesman Lieutenant Colonel Manoj Sahu said, “The
legal awareness seminar on March 26 by Kashmir Jurist
in Kashmir University has been cancelled due to imple-
mentation of the model code of conduct.”

Army cancels seminar on UCC after
backlash from NC, PDP

4 SP MLAs who cross-voted
for BJP in Rajya Sabha polls

get Y-category security
Lucknow, March 24: Four Samajwadi Party MLAs who

cross-voted for the BJP in the February 27 Rajya Sabha elec-
tion have been allocated Y-category security, a senior govern-
ment official said on Sunday. He said the four MLAs are Abhay
Singh (Gosaiganj), Manoj Kumar Pandey (Unchahar), Rakesh
Pratap Singh (Gauriganj) and Vinod Chaturvedi (Kalpi).
These MLAs, alongside three other party legislators -- Pooja
Pal, Rakesh Pandey and Ashutosh Maurya -- had cross-voted
for the BJP in the Rajya Sabha election, leading to saffron party
candidate Sanjay Seth defeating Samajwadi Party nominee
Alok Ranjan. Maharaji Prajapati, another MLA, had abstained.
Rakesh Pandey is the father of MP Ritesh Pandey, who recent-
ly switched from the BSP to the BJP. As part of the Y-category
security, eight CRPF personnel will guard these MLAs. Five
personnel will guard their residences while the rest will travel
with them. "While Abhay Singh was allocated the security
cover on Friday, the three others got it on Saturday," the offi-
cial said. Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav had said after
the Rajya Sabha election that "they (MLAs) have gone (to the
BJP) due to the 'package' they got and security". 

Transport Minister Goel
travels in roadways bus
Ambala, March 24: Minister of State for Transport, Women and Child

Development (Independent charge) Aseem Goel today travelled in a roadways bus
from Ambala City to Chandigarh. He interacted with fellow passengers on his way to
Chandigarh. He checked the first aid box and issued directions to the driver and con-
ductor. The minister, who was on his way to attend the Cabinet meeting, said, “It is a
matter of pride for me that I have been given the responsibility of transport and
women and child development because both departments deal with general public
directly. To know about the ground reality and get feedback from the passengers, I
travelled in the roadways bus from Ambala City to Chandigarh.” “Some directions
related to no smoking, wearing seatbelt, and don’t use mobile while driving in the bus
were written in the bus so I have asked the driver and conductor to follow the direc-
tions. While it was written in the bus that the driver should wear seatbelt, there is no
provision for seatbelt. I have asked the driver to get the seatbelt installed or remove
the direction written,” he said. Aseem further said, “I have talked to the driver, con-
ductor and fellow passengers. They have given a positive feedback about the service
and punctuality. I will work for the betterment of the staff, department and will ensure
that public gets good services.”

IIT-Guwahati student arrested under UAPA
after he pledges 'allegiance to ISIS'

Guwahati, March 24: An IIT-Guwahati student who had allegedly pledged allegiance to
ISIS was arrested under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act on Sunday, a senior offi-
cial said here. The accused Touseef Ali Farooqui, who is a 4th-year student of Bioscience,
was detained on Saturday. Assam Police’s Special Task Force (STF) Inspector General
Parthasarathi Mahanta told PTI that after interrogating him, police found credible evidence
of his links with ISIS and he was arrested. “We produced him in the court, which has sent
to police custody for 10 days. We also carried out a search in his hostel room inside the IIT-
Guwahati campus,” Mahanta said. Farooqui who hails from Delhi was arrested under vari-
ous Sections of the Indian Penal Code and Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), he
added. On Saturday, he was detained at Hajo in Kamrup district while he was on his way to
join ISIS after allegedly pledging allegiance to the terror group. 

Deepender: South Haryana hit
hard by Agnipath scheme

Rewari, March 24: Rajya Sabha MP Deepender
Hooda today said South Haryana had been hit hard by
the Agniveer Scheme as this was a land of patriots and
brave soldiers who dream of fighting for the country
since childhood. He was addressing a Jan Aakrosh rally
at Dahina village here. He also paid tributes to martyrs
Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru on their martyrdom
day. “After the Agnipath scheme, the doors of the Army
have been closed for the people of Haryana. By bringing
schemes like Agniveer, the BJP government has weak-
ened the Army and ruined the dreams of the youth,” he
said. Deepender said the demand for formation of Ahir
Regiment was completely justified and he fully supported
it. “I have continuously raised the demand for the forma-
tion of ‘Ahir Regiment’ prominently in Parliament, but the
government, far from providing the Ahir Regiment,
implemented the Agnipath Scheme. I will continue to
make efforts for the formation of the Ahir Regiment,” the
MP said. He said the Ahir community and Ahirwal area
always made sacrifices for the defence and security of the
country, be it the war of 1962, 1965 or 1971 or the Kargil
war, the soldiers of Haryana never shied away from mak-
ing the supreme sacrifice. He said no one can forget the
battle of Rezang La in 1962 when 120 Ahir soldiers took
on 5,000 Chinese soldiers and made the supreme sacri-
fice to save the Chushul airstrip from enemy hands. He
said every year about 5,500 permanent recruitments
were made in the Army from Haryana, but now only 225
permanent recruitments will be made. Not only this, the
government is also discriminating in the sacrifice of mar-
tyrs through the Agnipath scheme. “The sad thing is the
government is not even giving martyr status to Agniveers
who were martyred in the line of duty. 

Former Himachal Pradesh CM Shanta
Kumar rues state of politics

Shimla, March 24: Veteran BJP leader and two-time Himachal
Pradesh chief minister Shanta Kumar has expressed his anguish at
the state of politics in the country saying his party too has been swept
in the wave. “We built Ram Mandir but simply constructing the Ram
temple will not help; we must also follow his principles,” he told
reporters recently, apparently referring to the BJP. Kumar’s remarks
come in the wake of a political turmoil in the state, with six Congress
members breaking away and joining the BJP, an act which the
Congress termed as part of a conspiracy by the BJP to topple the
state government. “I am surprised. The politics of enslaved India was
for the country, but the politics of free India is for the chair. And I am
pained that my party is also swept in the wave,” said Shanta Kumar,
who has also been a Member of Parliament from Kangra seat four
times. “Politics of principle is the need of the hour and I pray that the
leaders of my country follow their values and standard of politics
improves in the country,” he added. The six Congress rebels joined
the BJP in New Delhi on Saturday, along with three Independents.
The nine had voted in favour of the BJP in the last month’s Rajya
Sabha polls. Deputy Chief Whip and Congress MLA Keval Singh
Pathania on Sunday through a statement asked the BJP to think over
their colleague’s advice. He also said that with the Congress rebels’
switching sides, it has become clear that they were instigated by the
BJP to topple the elected government. The six former Congress
MLAs, who were disqualified for defying a whip to be present in the
Assembly and vote in favour of the government during the cut
motions and budget, were Sudhir Sharma (Dharamshala), Ravi
Thakur (Lahaul and Spiti), Rajinder Rana (Sujanpur), Inder Dutt
Lakhanpal (Barsar), Chetanya Sharma (Gagret) and Devinder
Kumar Bhutto (Kutlehar). The three Independents are Ashish
Sharma (Hamirpur constituency), Hoshiyar Singh (Dehra) and K L
Thakur (Nalagarh). 



FILM 4New Delhi, Monday, 25 March 2024 THE SIKH TIMES



CAREER 5New Delhi, Monday, 25 March 2024 THE SIKH TIMES



EDITORIAL 6

regulations.The government is preparing an actionTHE growing menace of deepfakes has prompted 
plan focusing on four key aspects: detection ofthe government to consider new regulations 
deepfakes; preventing the spread of such content;which could involve the imposition of 
strengthening reporting mechanisms; and raisingpenalties. Describing deepfakes as the new 
awareness. Deepfake technology not only poses athreat to democracy, IT and Telecom Minister 
threat to the privacy of public figures but can also beAshwini Vaishnaw has said that these can 
used to foment trouble, spread disinformation andweaken trust in society and its institutions. A 
fake news, and jeopardise national security. India, adeepfake is described as a video or sound 
country of around 80 crore Internet users, isrecording that realistically replaces a person’s 
especially vulnerable; deepfakes can be a lethal toolface or voice with that of someone else with the 
during elections to settle political scores and misleadhelp of artificial intelligence (AI) algorithms. 
voters. Imposing heavy penalties on both the creatorActors such as Rashmika Mandanna and 
and the platform hosting deepfakes can be anKatrina Kaif have recently found themselves at 
effective deterrent. The government and the industrythe receiving end of this technological mischief 
need to work in tandem to develop ‘responsible AI’and misuse.
that benefits society and wards off anti-socialVaishnaw met various stakeholders, including 
elements. The public also has a key role to play inrepresentatives of social media platforms and 
countering deepfakes. People must be sensitised toAI experts, a day after Prime Minister Narendra 
the perils of mindlessly sharing or forwarding contentModi highlighted apprehensions about the his address at the G20 Virtual Summit, the PM stressed the 

on social media.adverse impact of AI, particularly deepfake technology. In need for international collaboration to frame global AI 

Terrorism and Western 
asylum policy

The West is the gainer as Ukraine war meanders along

measures? Past experience says that once the worst is The burning of paddy straw in Punjab and areas 
over, there is hardly any public or official discourse till surrounding Delhi no doubt contributes to the 
the next season. Perhaps here lies the crux of the entire worsening of air quality in the capital and adversely 
problem. What is required is to prepare a medium and impacts the health of residents, but it is only a fraction of 
long-term policy on the basis of a comprehensive study the truth.Several scientific studies have shown that the 
of all dimensions of the problem, taking the farmers on burning of stubble in Punjab is contributing 15-20 per 
board. On the basis of such a policy, the government and cent to Delhi’s pollution. The rest is being caused by 
farmers can adopt a multidimensional strategy and vehicular traffic (vehicles plying in lakhs in the NCR), 
implement it in the mission mode.the industry and the infrastructure sector. The weather 

conditions, especially very low wind velocity, make the Significantly, the spectacular increase in the area under 
situation worse because fine dust particles remain paddy in Punjab since the 1970s was the result of an 
stranded in the air for days together. Scanty or no rainfall enabling environment created by compatible policy 
in November is also a contributory factor. prescriptions and the country’s foodgrain requirement. 

The area under paddy has increased from 9 per cent of Paradoxically, Punjab’s air quality, despite the burning of 
the net sown area of Punjab in 1970-71 to around 75 per stubble, is better than that of Delhi. Clearly, the burning 
cent now.To meet the country’s demand for rice, Punjab of straw by Punjab’s farmers cannot be held solely 
has been virtually exporting its ground and canal water. responsible for Delhi’s very poor air quality. 
For the past over 15 years, the Union Government has Nonetheless, it does not warrant burning of straw.
been advising Punjab to substantially decrease area The Supreme Court and the National Green Tribunal 
under paddy, but it has instead been on the rise. Notably, (NGT) are convinced that the worsening of Delhi’s air is 
neither Punjab nor the Central Government took any largely due to the burning of paddy straw in Punjab. 
serious note of the two reports (1986 and 2002) on crop There is no denying the fact that the state’s farmers burn 
diversification in the state.straw in the fields, maybe more than half of the 22 

 The Punjab Government remained complacent and the million tonnes produced every year. Stubble burning is 
Centre has only been issuing advisories. Effective also taking place in Haryana, Rajasthan and western 
implementation of the MSP regime for alternative crops Uttar Pradesh (in close proximity to Delhi), but the 
may be of some help.Even now, neither any policy farmers of Punjab are being demonised.The apex court court, however, does not have expertise in every field going on year after year despite the advisories of the 
prescription nor any alternative crops (which could be at has issued stern directions to the Punjab Government to (as aptly acknowledged by the SC) and thus must take government and the NGT. The farmers who put crop 
least as remunerative as paddy) are available to replace take strict action against those farmers who set paddy the advice of experts about the implication of its residue on fire also face legal action and fines. 
paddy. Under such circumstances, farmers and the state straw on fire. It has even suggested the denial of MSP on suggestions and recommendations. Another catch in the Ironically, there is hardly any noteworthy positive 
government alone would not be in a position to phase paddy to those farmers who burn stubble in the fields. whole process is that the farmers’ viewpoint is missing. outcome over the years. Such a scenario necessitates a 
out paddy. The Union Government must help the state “The stick must also follow the carrot. Why should The Supreme Court should hear out the farmers on why serious review of all measures (in-situ as well as ex-situ 
and its farmers if it honestly wants to save Punjab from people who, despite all observations of the court and they are bent on burning paddy straw in the fields management) taken so far to manage paddy straw. Is it 
impending desertification and the country from food despite counselling, continue violating the law be despite being aware of its health and legal implications. due to the inadequate supply of machinery or the wide 
insecurity. While reducing area under paddy cultivation, allowed to benefit monetarily?” the SC Bench has The SC should also seek an action-taken report from the differences between the government’s prescriptions and 
which is a must to address the rapidly depleting water asked. But this is easier said than done. government about the incentives offered to farmers for the farmers’ circumstances? Or is it due to the absence of 
table, long-term food security and farmers’ economics The SC has also raised the issues of the depleting water not burning straw, as suggested by it and the NGT. a holistic understanding of the underlying socio-
must also be considered.table and the impending desertification of Punjab. The economic causes of the problem and piecemeal Nonetheless, the unabated burning of stubble has been 

Deepfake crackdown

IS it the Devyani Khobragade moment all over 
again? Has the US administration made an 
assessment of PM Narendra Modi’s defeat in the 
2024 General Election and decided to have a 
breach in relations with the current dispensation, 
as it did with the Manmohan Singh government in 
2013? It does not seem so. There was no doubt 
about the UPA’s defeat in 2014, definitely not in 
the mind of its closest foreign partner for whom 
Manmohan Singh had sacrificed the Congress’ 
biggest ally in 2008. The Congress was so sure of 
defeat that many top ministers refused to even 
contest the 2014 polls.Nobody is sure of the Modi 
government’s defeat right now. Yes, there is every 
possibility of the BJP losing many seats in states 
where it had a near-perfect tally. But a changing of 
the guard is not a foregone conclusion, as it was in 
2013. A tough battle lies ahead. So, the US 
Government could not have picked up the defence 
of a designated terrorist to push PM Modi away 
from a tight embrace, as it did with Manmohan 
Singh. Last time around, it had arrested an Indian 
diplomat and stripped and cavity-searched her like 
a petty criminal while she was on her way back 
after dropping her child off at school. These two 
situations do not seem similar. But there is indeed 
tension in the air.More plausible seems to be the 
US attempt to quickly cover up a designated 
terrorist’s slip-up that should have warranted 
immediate arrest and deportation. Gurpatwant 
Singh Pannun, the self-styled advocate-in-chief of 
Khalistan, had on November 4 issued a video 
message asking Sikhs not to fly Air India because 
there could be a “threat to their lives”. What else 
could this be if not a threat to blow up Air India 
aircraft, particularly in the context of the past 
experience of Khalistan terrorists bombing an Air 
India aircraft, killing 329 passengers and crew in 
1985?Any credible terror-fighting agency would 
have at least called Pannun for a round of 
questioning, even if it did not handcuff him or 
search his cavities. But instead, two days after this 
terrorist was booked by the National Investigation 
Agency in India, the Western media (or videshi 
godi media, to borrow a Left Liberal label, 
considering this was as bad a plant as the Delhi 
Police would normally do on the desi godi media) 
splashed a story of a plot to kill Pannun. Does an 
assassination bid on Pannun absolve him of the 
crime of threatening to blow up Air India aircraft 
and its passengers? It seems so. Now, the stories 
emanating from the US officialdom only talk of 
the plot, a sealed indictment against a perpetrator 
filed in a New York court and an assassin being 
allowed to flee the US.Secessionist violence in 
many parts of India, particularly in Punjab, has 
always been indirectly promoted by Western 
agencies offering asylum to perpetrators of 
violence. The Pannun case just proved that this 
support is not indirect, but direct; that even after 
making an open threat — empty or not is of no 
concern to anti-terror agencies — to stop people 
from boarding Air India aircraft, the US 
administration has responded by leaking 
proceedings in a completely unrelated case that is 
a few months old. Is it to safeguard an asset against 
proceedings or possible deportation? Or is there a 
bigger game involved?The immediate beneficiary 
is, of course, Pannun, for his offence of criminal 
intimidation is no longer being probed. But this 
also bolsters the attack on India by Canada and 
Pakistan. Canadian PM Justin Trudeau can claim 
that he is justified, if at all he needs a second 
helping of US support. At the outset, the US had 
had Trudeau’s back by claiming to have shared 
evidence with its allies in the case of Hardeep 
Singh Nijjar’s murder. But another big beneficiary 
of the latest attack on India over charges of 
targeted killings on foreign soil is Pakistan. 
Curiously, a day before the news of the 
assassination bid against Pannun was leaked, a US 
website — funded by the same ‘philanthropist’ 
who funds anti-BJP and anti-government websites 
in India — carried a story based on Pakistan 
Intelligence Bureau’s leaked documents.This 
news story has made fantastic claims of Indian’s 
external intelligence agency Research and 
Analysis Wing committing murders in Pakistan. 
And the “compelling substantiation for the 
sensational claim” of the Pakistan intelligence 
leak was lapped up unquestioningly and 
disseminated as gospel truth by this website — the 
desi godi media seems to have influenced 
international journalism as well. 

THE Russia-Ukraine war has completed 21 months, even 
as the US-led West’s focus is now on the conflict in West 
Asia. The October 7 Hamas attack, which coincided with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s birthday, led to the 
outbreak of a war in Gaza, turning the spotlight away 
from Ukraine.Consequentially, the Ukrainian conflict 
looks like a limited war when compared to Israel’s no-
holds-barred retaliation in Gaza. Prior to October 7, 
Western analysts regarded a stalemate as a ‘pessimistic 
viewpoint’ as far as the Ukraine war was concerned. The 
West bolstered the Ukrainian Defence Forces with state-
of-the-art weapon systems and was hoping that the 
counter-offensive would be successful. The EU had done 
what was unthinkable before the Russian invasion — 
supplying lethal equipment to a non-member state at war. 
Aid to Ukraine was the buzzword and there were frequent 
trips by President Zelenskyy to various capitals 
demanding assistance to fight the war.There was 
speculation and optimism regarding the Ukrainian 
counter-offensive, given their initial success in the two 
operations they had conducted in 2022 and due to the fact 
that their troops had been armed and trained by the West. 
However, the Leopards and Challengers failed to make 
any breakthrough across the obstacle line which the 
Russians had created in the winter months. The West 
hoped that Ukrainian gains would result in the Russians 
being forced to negotiate for a resolution to the conflict, 
but this has proved to be an illusion.The flood of Western 
support, it was believed, would enable Ukraine to evict 
the Russians. The promised German Leopard 2, British 
Challenger 2 and American M1 Abrams tanks and M2 
Bradley infantry-fighting vehicles were meant to 
decisively alter the odds. But the Ukrainian military 
needed many more of these combat vehicles, greater important to Ukraine, appears unlikely as its counter- billion in assistance to Ukraine, which includes 
number of HIMARS (High Mobility Artillery Rocket offensive has been unable to break though the forward humanitarian, financial and military support, according 
System) rounds and long-range missiles, and thousands defences.It seems that Ukraine lacks the capacity even to the Kiel Institute for the World Economy, a German 
of artillery shells. It also needed greater engineering, with external assistance to achieve a decisive military research institute. This figure does not include all war-
amphibious and logistical capacity to penetrate fortified victory. Regardless of how much territory it is able to related US spending, such as aid to allies. The aid to Israel 
Russian defensive lines, clear hundreds of miles of recapture, which is presently negligible, Ukraine is was $3.3 billion in 2021. Now, with its closest ally at war, 
occupied territory, and conduct amphibious and ground unlikely to push Russia out of the Donbas region and it is natural for the US to turn its attention in that 
assaults to cross into Crimea and dislodge Russian Crimea. Further, even if it does achieve success, the direction.The Ukraine war is likely to end without a 
forces. Most importantly, it needed air power to give it an Russian army will continue to pose a permanent threat. resolution to the territorial issue. Ukraine may have to 
air attack capability. Above all, it needed trained settle for the line of contact being accepted as the de facto The West has downplayed Russia’s fears and ignored the 
manpower to handle these complex systems and integrate border. Ukraine’s Gen Valery Zaluzhny recently damage to its national pride. It is said that the humiliation 
them. This was clearly lacking.The fact is that the West admitted: “There will most likely be no deep and faced by President Putin as a KGB officer being forced to 
dithered for months before agreeing to supply the tanks beautiful breakthrough.”NATO now needs to work with leave East Germany and witness the disintegration of the 
and then took even longer to actually send them. By Ukraine on a new strategy that reflects military and Soviet Union led to his wanting to restore Russia’s glory. 
August-end, there were only 87 Leopards and 14 political realities. To do otherwise would be to gamble The fact that the West did not adhere to its promise of not 
Challengers and no Abrams. Switching over from Soviet- recklessly on Ukraine’s future.The truth remains that expanding NATO eastwards was a red line that had been 
origin systems to Western equipment has been a there cannot be unrealistic assumptions about how easy it crossed.n November 2019, President Macron had said: 
challenge for the Ukrainian army. There are also can be to overwhelm and defeat the enemy. Wars rarely “What we are currently experiencing is the brain death of 
restrictions imposed on their employment as these cannot go as planned; hence, neither side can afford to persist NATO… Europe stands on the edge of a precipice and 
be used on Russian soil. Hence, the Surovikin Line could with a war in the hope of celebrating a victory purely on needs to start thinking of itself strategically as a 
not be outflanked, as was done to the Maginot its terms.As long as the Ukrainians are willing to fight, geopolitical power; otherwise, we will no longer be in 
Line.Advances are likely to come at a much higher price the West is benefiting as this has tied up the Russian control of our destiny.”As a result, the major contributor 
in terms of human costs due to the hardening of forces and thereby diminished the threat they pose. to NATO’s security has been the US. Since the war began, 
frontlines. Territorial reclamation, undoubtedly Unfortunately.the Biden administration has invested more than $76 

Need to create robust regulatory framework

Editorial

NATO needs to work with Ukraine on a new strategy that reflects military and political realities. To do otherwise would be to gamble recklessly on Ukraine’s future.

The SC should hear out the farmers on why they are bent on burning paddy straw in the fields despite being aware of  its implications.

Take farmers on board to address stubble burning
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Holi

Add colours
 

 Holi!
Holi is a festival of colours, laughter and joy. But 
these bright colours which bring can be harsh on 
your beautiful skin and hair since they are loaded 

with various harmful dyes and chemicals.

The best way to enjoy this 
colourful festival without any 
effect on the skin is by opting 
organic colours over synthetic 
colors. Though organic colours 
can be a little heavy on your 
pocket, but they will save you 
from unnecessary trips to the 
dermatologist. Today, we help 
you out by providing a list of 
colours which can be made at 
home and will be light on the 
pocket as well. Try these making 
these vibrant colours at home and 
enjoy this colourful festival, 
without worrying about your 
beautiful skin.
Ravishing red
Dry:
-Red Sandal Wood powder can be 
used as red dry colour for your 
colourful red play. Besides, 
sandalwood is also loaded with 
many skin soothing properties.
-Hibiscus flowers can be dried 
and powdered to be used as dry 
colour. Flours can be mixed with 
them to increase their quantity.
Wet:
-Mix 2 spoons of sandal wood 
powder with a litre of water. 
Bring it boil and dilute it before 
splashing it over your friends.
-Peel red pomegranates and 
boil it in water to get that red 
colour.
-Mix 2 spoons of turmeric 
powder and a little lime 
powder or drops of lemon 
juice in water. Dilute it and the 
mixture is ready to use.
Green
Dry:
-Mehendi or heena powder can 

be mixed with flours, to get that 
green colour.
-Grind leaves of  spinach,  
coriander, mint and other leafy 
vegetables together and dry it to 
obtain green colour.
Wet:
-Mix dry heena powder with some 
water, to get green wet colour.
Yellow
Dry:
-Mix 2 spoons of turmeric powder 
with 4 spoons of besan, to get that 
rich yellow colour.
Wet:
-Mix turmeric powder in water to 
get a brilliant yellow colour.
Magenta
-Use some dried beet rood and 
powder it, to get a beautiful 
magenta colour.
-Boil the peels of onion in half litre 
of water to obtain a light magenta 
colour.
Purple
-Mix juice of black grapes or 
jambul with water to remove 
stickiness and to get that rich 
purple colour.
Try these colours at home and 
enjoy this colourful festival 
without any side effects. Happy 
Holi!

How to have a 

skin-friendly 

From dryness to itching, redness 
and rashes to even allergic 
reactions, chemical-based colours 
can wreak havoc on your skin. 
Instead of stressing over the 
damage they may cause, take 
preventive steps to safeguard your 
skin against harsh chemical after-
effects.

Cover your skin: The most effective 
way to prevent your skin from 
absorbing synthetic chemicals is by 
coating it with a thick layer of oil. 
Says Sushma Khan, make-up 
expert, "Apply a generous coat of 
almond oil, let it soak for 10 
minutes, then apply another coat. 
This will not only keep your skin 
supple and retain its natural 
moisture but also act as a 
waterproofing layer against liquid 
colours."
Apart from almond, you can also 
use coconut oil. To prevent nails 
from staining use petroleum jelly or 
a transparent nail enamel.
Wear sunblock for the festivities: 
Since you are going to be spending 
most of your time outdoors, it is 
imperative to use sunblock. Says Dr 
Navin Taneja, "Opt for a waterproof 
sunscreen with SPF 30 or above, so 
that it doesn't get washed away by 
the splash of colours. For acne-
prone skin, use a fluid-based oil-
free sunblock." This not only 
protects your skin against UV rays 

Pre-holi skincare

but also prevents the absorption of 
chemical colours. Smear your lips 
and eyelids with a thick coat of SPF 
enriched lip balm as these areas of 
the skin are most prone to dryness, 
and hence to damage.

Cleanse without soap or face wash: 
After you've concluded the day's 
celebrations, do not wash your face 
with soap immediately. Says Aakriti 
Kochar, beauty and make-up expert, 
"Soap is alkaline and causes further 
dryness. Instead, use a cleansing 
milk or lotion, which soothes the 
skin while cleansing. Massage it on 
the skin and then wipe off with 
moist cotton wool to remove the 
first loose layer of colour from your 
skin."

 After 
you have cleansed 
your face and 
other exposed 
skin with a 
cleanser, go for 
a cold shower, 
using a Ph-
b a l a n c e d  
soap or body 
wash to rinse 
off any colour 
that is left behind. 
Says Dr Taneja, "Avoid using hot 
water as it tends to dry up the skin. 
Also, refrain from excessive 
scrubbing as it will only damage the 

Post-Holi skincare

How to shower after Holi:

skin further."
 Skin tends to 

naturally exfoliate in a few weeks' 
time and shed dead cell layers and 
with it, the synthetic colours. 
However, if you want to fasten the 
production of natural sebum, always 
keep your skin moisturised. Massage 
copious amounts of olive oil into it to 
restore its natural litheness.

Say no to procedures 
like chemical peels, photofacial, 
lasers and microdermabrasion for at 
least two weeks after Holi. Bleaching, 
shaving, waxing and even facials and 
clean-ups should be avoided for at 
least a week.
Cut-and-keep guide to post-Holi 
packs "After you've removed the 
packs, apply a mixture of aloe vera 
and lemon juice on your face. This 
soothes and rejuvenates the skin," 
says 

Oily skin
 2 tbsp natural clay 

powder, 4 tbsp water, 1 tbsp 
glycerine

Moisturise regularly:

What not to do: 

You need:

What to do:

Normal skin

What to do:

You need:

What to do:

 Mix the ingredients in a 
bowl and generously apply on 
cleansed face. Leave on for 20 
minutes or till your skin starts feeling 
stretchy. Wash the clay away with a 
wet cloth in circular motions.

You need: 2 tbsp masoor dal, 1 tbsp 
flour, 2 tbsp rose water, ½ tsp ground 
turmeric

 Mix and apply on your 
skin and let it dry for 20 minutes. 
Scrub off with your fingertips and 
then wash with cold water.
Dry skin

 1 tbsp soya bean flour, 2-3 
tbsp milk, 1 tsp glycerine, a pinch of 
sea salt, 3 drops of aromatic oil 
(optional)

 Make a paste and apply 
on your face. Leave on for not more 
than 10 minutes. Gently scrub off in 
circular motions and then rinse off 
with a moisturising facewash.

The festival of  

colours is 

around the 

corner, and 

while you want 

to celebrate 

the day in all 

its shades, Holi 

is not the best 

day for your 

skin.

Holi

Holi special: Make 
colours at home this

Holi is the occasion to celebrate colours 

of  life in different way. So, look beyond 

the obvious and add colours to your 

life

to your life in a new way
Holi is the festival of 
colours, joy and a sense of 
togetherness. So, even if you 
are not playing with colours 
this Holi, it's time to add 
some colour to your life. 
1. Be grateful to what life 
h a s  o f f e r e d  
y o u .  
Ce lebra te  
l o v e  i n  
your life. 
Even if we 
are living 
in an age 
w h e r e  
communic
a t i o n  i s  
i n s t a n t ,  
t h e r e  i s  
m u c h  
pleasure in 
writing a letter. 
So, send a note in bright 
colourful handmade paper 
and experience the joy of 
simple pleasures in life.
2. As most of us will be 
having a Holi holiday, even 
if you hate playing with 
colours, you can always 
arrange a party in the 
evening. Invite your friends 
over and cook a meal for 
your loved ones. Take this 

occasion to 
d e c o r a t e  

y o u r  
h o u s e  
w i t h  
flowers 
a n d  
perfume

d candles. 
And add 
something 

more to the 
evening by wearing an 

ethnic Indian outfit.
3. Be innovative. Add a dash 
of creativity, play with 
y o u r  i m a g i n a t i o n .  
Change the decor of 
t h e  h o u s e .  U s e  
colours  in your 
decor with your 
i m a g i n a t i o n  

leading the way. And see what a 
difference it brings to your life.
4. Before it gets too hot, this is 
the time to enjoy outdoors. So, 
go for a walk, drive, a jog in 
the park. There is much 
joy in physical 
activity. Play a 
g a m e  o f  
b a d m i n t o n ,  
cricket or soccer 
w i t h  y o u r  
neighbourhood 
kids. This will add 
colours to your 
life.

Chennaiites are gearing up to 
celebrate the festival of colours in 
all its glory
According to many, Holi is the 
least expensive festival to 
celebrate. You don't need to invest 
in new clothes or buy expensive 
gifts; all you need are colours — 
ranging from dry to wet to crystals 
to organic and herbal — some 
balloons and old, old clothes. Up 
north, on March 27, the streets 
will turn blue and green and pink 
and purple with people matching 
the colours on the road. 
But even Chennai is catching up 
with the fun of Holi with some 
pockets like Anna Nagar and 
Sowcarpet where the festival is 
big enough to compete with cities 
in the north. 
"Even here no one dares to wear 

new clothes, not just on the day it 
is played, but at least a week 
before that. For all you know, 
someone is aiming at you as 
you're on your way to work," says 
Gayatri, a resident of Sowcarpet. 
The reason why Sowcarpet in the 
heart of the city witnesses this 
festival at its epitome is because it 
has a large population of 
immigrants from Rajasthan. With 
the economy opening up, the 
festival has reached many other 
areas in this southern metropolis. 
Due to the recent economic boom, 
many people from Bihar,  
Jharkhand, West Bengal, and 
other north Indian states are 
employed in the automobile, IT 
and hospitality industries, which 

has taken the penetration of 
this festival of colours 

even further. "But it 
isn't as big as north 
India," says Indu 
B h a n d a r i ,  a  
resident of Anna 
Nagar. 

Colour me up some Holi
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