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LAC standoff made us realise
that China is No. 1 threat

Sanjay Kumar

New Delhi, February
11: Former Army Chief
General MM Naravane has
said Chinese activities
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in 2020 led
to a more ‘focused’
approach on where the
‘threat lies’ and realisation
that China was the ‘num-
ber one threat’. What has
happened (the LAC stand
off) is not a bad thing...for a
very long time, we were
shying away from calling
out China as the number
one threat. General MM
Naravane, Former Army
Chief He was speaking at a
literature festival in Ajmer
when he mentioned the
developments after the mil-
itary standoff with China
along the LAC. He said “it
worked out well for India
because now we are more
focused on where the
threat actually lies”. The
armies of the two countries
have been locked in a

standoff since May 2020.
General Naravane was
then Army Chief when the
LAC flared up. India, he
said, has always referred to
China with euphuism, “like
our friend to the north”.
“India always hoped that
by being decent and concil-
iatory and agreeing to
what they are saying, they
would return that favour in
full measure and also give
us the respect that is due,”
the former Army Chief
said. General Naravane did
not mention it, but the shift
in the focus has led to the
Army re-task one of its key
strike formations from its
Pakistan-centric outlook to
Eastern Ladakh. The Army
has stationed additional
troops, missile launchers,
artillery guns, while the
government has sanc-
tioned an additional IAF
base at Nyoma in Eastern
Ladakh and involved more
surveillance planes to keep
an eye on Chinese activi-
ties.

Nitish Kumar-led NDA Government
wins trust vote in Bihar Assembly

Simmi Kaur Babbar

Patna, February 12: The newly
formed NDA Government in Bihar on
Monday won the trust vote in the
state Assembly, amid a walkout by Fj
members of the ‘Mahagathbandhan’. i@
In the 243-strong Assembly, a total of
129 members voted in favour of the
motion of confidence. Hazari ordered
a headcount after having declared the
motion as passed through voice vote,
following a request from
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Vijay
Kumar Chaudhary, which was sec-
onded by Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar. Kumar had recently dumped
the ‘Mahagathbandhan’, of which the
RJD was a key constituent, and
returned to the NDA fold to form the
government with support of the BJP
Earlier, taking part in the debate on the
motion, the JD(U) chief alleged that the
RJD indulged in corrupt practices during
the party’s rule in the state, and the new
NDA-led government will initiate a probe

into it. Kumar also claimed that during
RJD’s tenure, several communal riots
took place in Bihar. “There was no law and
order. The RJD indulged in corrupt prac-

I will

tices during its rule (before 2005)...
get these probed,” he said. Speaking in
the Assembly, RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav
said he always considered Kumar to be a
“father figure”, and wondered what forced
him to ditch the ‘Mahagathbandhan’ and

return to the BJP-led NDA. “I always con-
sidered Nitish Kumar as ‘Dashrath’ (char-
acter from the epic ‘Ramayan’). I don’t
know what reasons forced him to ditch
the Mahagathbandhan,” the former
deputy CM said. PTI Nitish Kumar-
1 led NDA government wins trust vote
in Bihar Assembly The government
secures 129 votes amid opposition
walkout in the state assembly. RJD
indulged in corrupt practices during
its rule in Bihar, will initiate probe,
says the CM During RJD’s rule, sev-
eral communal riots took place in
Bihar; there was no law and order:
CM Nitish Kumar in assembly Don't
know what forced ‘father figure'
“ Nitish to dump Mahagathbandhan:
Tejasth Patna: RJD leader Tejashwi
4 Yadav on Monday said he always con-
sidered Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar to be a father figure, and won-
dered what forced him to ditch the
‘Mahagathbandhan' and return to the
BJP-led NDA. Taking part in the debate
on the confidence motion moved by the

Kumar-led NDA government in the
assembly, Yadav also taunted his ex-boss
for having been sworn in "for a record
ninth time, and also for the third time
within a five-year term, something which
has no precedent". “I always considered
Nitish Kumar as 'Dashrath'. I don't know
what reasons forced him to ditch the
‘Mahagathbandhan',” the former deputy
CM said. “The BJP was scared of the
'Mahagathbandhan' government in
Bihar...Can Prime Minister Narendra
Modi guarantee that Nitish Kumar will
not do another volte-face?” he said. PTI
Patna: The Rashtriya Janata Dal, which
has lost power in Bihar, on Monday
received a jolt inside the Bihar assembly
where at least three of its members sat on
the ruling party benches. RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav raised a point of order,
taking objection to party MLAs Chetan
Anand, Neelam Devi and Prahlad Yadav
sitting among members of the ruling
NDA, ahead of voting on a no-confidence
motion against Speaker Awadh Bihari
Chaudhary.

Government examining FDI flow from
China in Paytm Payments Services

New Delhi, February 12: The government is exam-
ining foreign direct investment from China in Paytm
Payments Services Ltd (PPSL), the payment aggrega-
tor subsidiary of One97 Communications Ltd, sources
said. In November 2020, PPSL had applied for licence
with the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to operate as a
payment aggregator under the guidelines on
Regulation of Payment Aggregators and Payment
Gateways. However, in November 2022, RBI rejected
PPSL’s application and asked the company to resubmit
it, so as to comply with Press Note 3 under FDI rules.
One97 Communications Ltd (OCL) has investment
from Chinese firm Ant Group Co. Subsequently, the
company filed the required application on December
14, 2022, with Government of India for past downward
investment from OCL into the company in order to
comply with Press Note 3 prescribed under FDI guide-
lines. An inter-ministerial committee is examining
investments from China in PPSL and decision would
be taken on the FDI issue after due consideration and
comprehensive examination, sources said. Under
Press Note 3, the government had made its prior
approval mandatory for foreign investments in any sec-
tor from countries that share land border with India to
curb opportunistic takeovers of domestic firms follow-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic. Countries which share
land borders with India are China, Bangladesh,
Pakistan, Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar and Afghanistan.
When contacted, a Paytm spokesperson said PPSL
applied for an online Payment Aggregator (PA) appli-
cation for online merchants and the regulator subse-
quently asked PPSL to seek necessary approvals for
past downward investment and resubmit the applica-
tion. “This is part of the regular process where every-
body applying for a payment aggregator licence has to
get FDI approval,” the spokesperson said. The
spokesperson said PPSL followed the relevant guide-
lines and submitted all relevant documents to the reg-
ulator within the stipulated time.

Woman injured in acid attack in

Navi Mumbai

Thane, February 12: The Navi Mumbai police have
registered a case against a man for allegedly throwing
acid on his wife following an argument, an official said
on Sunday. The police, on Saturday, registered a case
under Section 326(a) (causing grievous hurt by use of
acid) of the Indian Penal Code, the official said. The
accused, Ramzan Siddiqu Gazi, allegedly threw acid on
his wife Amina Khatun (28) after a heated argument at
their home in Panvel on January 20, he said. The vic-
tim, who suffered injuries to her face, is undergoing
treatment at her hometown in West Bengal, he said.
She lodged a complaint with the Baniapukur police in
West Bengal, and the case was transferred to Panvel
taluka police, the official said, adding that no arrest has
been made in the case so far.

8 former Indian Navy personnel

jailed in Qatar released

New Delhi, February 12: Qatar has
released eight jailed former Indian Navy per-
sonnel nearly three-and-a-half months after
they were handed down death sentences in a
case of suspected espionage. The Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said seven of them had
returned to India and that India appreciated
the decision by the Amir of Qatar to enable the
release and homecoming of the Indians. "The
Government of India welcomes the release of
eight Indian nationals working for the Dahra
Global company who were detained in Qatar,"
the MEA said. #WATCH | Delhi: Qatar
released the eight Indian ex-Navy veterans
who were in its custody; seven of them have
returned to India. "Seven out of the eight of
them have returned to India. We appreciate the
decision by the Amir of the State of Qatar to
enable the release and homecoming of these
nationals," it said in a brief statement. The
Navy veterans were on October 26 given death
sentences by Qatar's Court of First Instance.
The Court of Appeal in the Gulf nation on
December 28 commuted the capital punish-
ment and sentenced them to jail terms for vary-
ing durations. The Indian nationals, who
worked with the private company Al Dahra,
were arrested in August 2022 reportedly in an
alleged case of espionage.

BJP-RSS spreading hatred, while love
is in India’s DNA: Rahul Gandhi

Navdeep Singh Sahni

Raigarh, February 12: The BJP and
RSS are spreading hatred while love is in
the DNA of this country, said
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi as his
‘Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra’ resumed in
Chhattisgarh on Sunday after a two-
day break. Addressing a gathering in
Kevdabadi Chowk in Raigarh, Gandhi
said his party wants a “Hindustan for
the future generation where hatred
and violence does not exist”. “At pres-
ent, hatred and violence is being
spread in every corner of the country.
Some say they don't like others on the
basis of their language, some say they
don't like others on the basis of the
states they belong to. Such thoughts
will weaken the country,” he said.
“The Bharatiya Janata Party and
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh are
spreading hatred, while love is in the
DNA of this country. In this country, peo-
ple belonging to different faiths and hav-
ing different thoughts live together

peacefully with love,” Gandhi asserted.
He slammed Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for not visiting strife-torn Manipur
so far despite hundreds of people dying

and scores of houses getting torched
since May last year. There is civil war
underway in the north eastern state and
the Union government is not in control,
Gandhi claimed. “When I visited there,
those from the Meitei community asked

me not to get Kuki security personnel,
while Kukis said the same for Meitei per-
sonnel,” he said. Offering toffees to chil-
dren who clambered onto his multi-utility
vehicle, Gandhi asked a girl if she
wanted justice or injustice. Justice,
the girl replied and also told
Gandhi she wanted a “mohabbat ka
Hindustan” as she loves India very
much. Slamming the Agniveer
process in which soldiers are
recruited in the armed forces for a
short term, Gandhi said his party
will ensure 1.50 lakh youth get jus-
tice. “All defence contracts are
being awarded to (industrialist
Gautam) Adani. When I raised this
issue in Parliament, my member-
ship was cancelled and I was asked
to vacate my official residence. I
don't need their house as I live in the
hearts of people,” he asserted. During
his address, Gandhi showed a phone to
the crowd and said it was manufactured
in China, while it was being sold in India
by “people like Ambani”.

CM Ashok Chavan resigns from Congress

Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, February 12: Former
Mabharashtra chief minister Ashok Chavan
has resigned from the Congress in a pre-
election jolt to the party. Sources close to
Chavan say he will join the BJP. Chavan is
the second top Maharashtra Congress
leader to resign from the party after for-
mer Union minister Milind Deora, who
had joined the Shiv Sena. Chavan is learnt
to have submitted his resignation as an
MLA to the Maharashtra Assembly
Speaker and may join the BJP in New
Delhi. Speaking to reporters, Ashok
Chavan said he has not taken any decision
yet on joining the ruling BJP and will
decide on his next political move in a cou-
ple of days. “I am not going to discuss any-
thing happening in the Congress party on
a public forum,” he said. To a query on if
he would join the BJP, Chavan said, “I
haven't taken any decision yet on joining
the BJP, don't know BJP's working sys-
tem.” He also said his decision to quit the

Congress is a personal one and he does
not want to ascribe any reason to it.
Chavan also refuted | .-aa ﬁ

claims that the white| | ?
paper tabled in’ 4 ’
Parliament prompted

him to resign from
Congress. The white
paper has mentioned
the Adarsh Building
scam, pertaining to a
housing society in;
Mumbai, due to
which Chavan had to

Maharashtra in 2010. Amid the buzz that
Chavan will join the BJP, Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
told reporters, “Aagey aagey dekho hota
hai kya (wait and watch what happens).”
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Uddhav
Thackeray claimed the Bharatiya Janata
Party is becoming “Congress Occupied
BJP” “When Prime Minister Narendra

step down as the!Ea
chief minister —

Modi thumps his chest saying his party
would win 400 seats in 2024 (Lok Sabha
polls), then why is he breaking
‘other parties. With so many
~ Congress leaders being induct-
ed into the BJP, there will be a
—day when its national president
will be from Congress,” he
claimed. People are seeing what
the BJP is doing in the country,
Thackeray said addressing a
public rally in Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar district. “Had the
BJP worked honestly in the last
10 years, it would not have been
—resorted to inducting leaders
from other parties,” he said. Thackeray
said he was surprised by Chavan’s deci-
sion. “A few days back he was participating
in the seat-sharing talks (of the opposition
Maha Vikas Aghadi). I have heard he will
be given a Rajya Sabha seat. If everyone
starts seeing their own (interests), then
who will look after the (welfare of) farmers
of the state,” he added.

Police station to come up
on land freed from

encroachment: CM Dhami

Haridwar, February 12: Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami, on Monday,
said a police station would be constructed on the
land freed from encroachment in Haldwani’s
Banbhoolpura, where violence erupted last
week after authorities razed an “illegally built”
madrasa. Referring to the Haldwani violence,
the chief minister, who came here to participate
in the Nari Shakti Mahotsav, said the manner in
which police personnel and journalists were
“attacked by unruly elements cannot be con-
demned enough”. Six people, including five
alleged to be rioters, were killed while 60 people
were injured in the violence that erupted on
February 8 during the demolition of the
madrasa and a structure where namaz was held.
Dhami said several acres of land were freed
from encroachment during the demolition drive
in the ‘Malik Ka Bagicha’ area. “Today, I
announce from the holy banks of Mother Ganga
that a police station will be built at that place.”
The chief minister reiterated that the govern-
ment would not tolerate such acts of violence
and the police is constantly working to arrest
those involved in the incident.

Union ministers, farmer leaders to hold talks shortly
tractor-trolleys start from Punjab to join ‘Dilli Chalo’ march

Naresh Malhotra

Chandigarh, February 12: Tractor-trol-
leys in large numbers on Monday set out
from different parts of Punjab to join a
planned farmers’ march towards Delhi, even
as a team of three Union ministers are sched-
uled to hold crucial talks here with a delega-
tion of farmer leaders over their demands.
More than 200 farmer unions are expected to
participate in the ‘Dilli Chalo’ march on
Tuesday to press the Central Government to
accept their demands, including the enact-
ment of a law to guarantee a minimum sup-
port price (MSP) for crops. The farmer lead-
ers, who will be part of the talks in
Chandigarh, held a meeting at Amb Sahib in
Punjab’s Mohali before leaving for the city.
Authorities in Haryana have fortified the
state’s border with Punjab at many places in
Ambala, Jind, Fatehabad, Kurukshetra and

as many as 15 districts, prohlbltmg the assem-

have announced that more than 200 farm
®.7 a unions would head to
. (& Delhi on February 13.
0. The meeting between
& Union ministers Piyush
Goyal, Arjun Munda and
Nityanand Rai, and the
farmer leaders was sched-
uled to start at 5 pm at the
Mahatma Gandhi State
. Institute ~ of  Public
| | Administration in Sector
“ 26 in Chandigarh—the
joint capital of Haryana
and Punjab This is the sec-
ond rounds of talks. The
& first meeting was held on

\.- February 8. Besides a

\| legal guarantee for MSP,
A farmers are also demand-
ing implementation of the

Sirsa using concrete blocks, iron nails and
barbed wire to scuttle the proposed march.
The Haryana government has also imposed
restrictions under section 144 of the CrPC in

CGEED 000

bly of five or more people and banning any
kind of demonstration or march with tractor-
trolleys. The Samyukta Kisan Morcha (Non-
Political) and the Kisan Mazdoor Morcha

Swaminathan Commission’s recommenda-
tions, pensions for farmers and farm labour-
ers, farm debt waiver, withdrawal of police
“justice”

cases and for victims of the

Lakhimpur Kheri violence, reinstatement of
the Land Acquisition Act, 2013, withdrawal
from the World Trade Organisation, compen-
sation for families of farmers who died during
the previous 2020 agitation, among others.
Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh Committee gener-
al secretary Sarwan Singh Pandher said a
convoy of tractor-trolleys set out in the morn-
ing from Beas in Amritsar to assemble in
Fatehgarh Sahib district. Many farmers from
Moga, Bathinda and Jalandhar districts have
also started from their villages to join the
march. SKM (Non-Political) leader Jagjit
Singh Dallewal said tractor-trolleys will
assemble at Fatehgarh Sahib district and
Mehlan Chowk in Sangrur on Monday
evening. In the national capital, traffic restric-
tions have been put in place and security
arrangements intensified at the Singhu,
Ghazipur and Tikri borders ahead of the
march to prevent vehicles carrying protest-
ers from entering the city. The Haryana
Police and the Chandigarh Police have
already issued traffic advisories, asking com-
muters to take alternative routes. Ahead of

the meeting, farmers’ leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal on Monday alleged that many agri-
culturists, who were coming from other
states, including Karnataka and Madhya
Pradesh, to support the ‘Delhi Chalo’ march,
have been detained and sought their release.
Dallewal claimed that several farmers coming
from Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka, owing
allegiance to the SKM, have been detained in
Bhopal. “On one side, they (the Centre) are
holding dialogues with us and on the other
hand they are detaining our people. Then
how will this dialogue take place?” SKM
(Non-Political) leader Dallewal said. “We
have told the government that it should
release our people. The government needs to
create a positive atmosphere for dialogue,” he
said. On the heavy security arrangements at
various points of the Haryana-Punjab border,
Dallewal said the government’s “nervous-
ness” is visible. “These are not our demands,
these are the government’s commitments,”
he said. Haryana Home Minister Anil Vij said
that major issues can be resolved through
dialogue.
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Telangana commando
electrocuted by trap set
up to capture wild
animals

Hyderabad. A commando belonging to
Telangana's anti-Naxalite Greyhounds special
forces unit was electrocuted by a trap set up by
villagers to capture wild animals in
Jayshankar-Bhupalpalli district.The
commando, A Praveen, was on combing duty
when the incident occurred.Telangana Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy has expressed
condolences on the sudden demise and
conveyed sympathies to the victim's family.

5in car burnt to death
after collision with bus

on Yamuna Expressway
in Mathura

Mathura In a horrific accident on the Yamuna
Expressway in Mathura, five people
travelling in a car were burnt alive after the
vehicle rammed a passenger bus which went
out of control and collided with a divider.

The victims were travelling in the Swift Dzire
car, which hit the bus from behind.A fire
broke out in the bus after it hit the
divider.Police and fire brigade teams reached
the spot after the accident.A video from the
accident spot, shows flames coming out of
both the bus and car, with thick, black smoke
billowing out.

Chandigarh. Farmers affiliated with the

Kisan Mazdoor Morcha (KMM) and the
non-political Samyukta Kisan Morcha are
set to embark on a journey from various
regions of Punjab.This comes even as
security has been tightened in Punjab,
Haryana, and Delhi borders ahead of the
farmers' 'Chalo Delhi' protest on February
13.The Union ministers Piyush Goyal, Arjun
Munda, and Nityanand Rai will meet the
farmer leaders in Chandigarh on February 12
to hold talks with a delegation of the
Samyukta Kisan Morcha (Non-Political) and
the Kisan Mazdoor Morcha.The farmers are
back on the streets demanding:Legislation to
ensure Minimum Support Price (MSP) for all

STATE

Farmers protest 2.0: Demands, Centre's
readiness, and impact on Punjab

financial security in their later years.Offer
compensation to the families of farmers who
lost their lives during the Delhi agitation and
provide employment opportunities to one
family member.Reject the Electricity
Amendment Bill 2020 to protect the interests
of farmers and ensure equitable access to
electricity.Enhance the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) to offer 200 days of
employment annually with a daily wage of
Rs 700, integrating it with agricultural
activities.Enforce stringent penalties on
companies involved in the production of
counterfeit seeds, pesticides, and fertilisers,
while improving seed quality standards.

crops, aligning with the recommendations of  Establish a national commission dedicated to

the Dr Swaminathan
Commission.Implement a comprehensive
debt relief program, including a complete
waiver of debts for farmers and labourers.
Reinstate the Land Acquisition Act 0of 2013 on
a national scale, requiring written consent
from farmers and providing compensation at
four times the collector rate.Hold
accountable those responsible for the
Lakhimpur Kheri massacre and ensure
justice for affected farmers.Withdraw from
the World Trade Organization and halt all
free trade agreemets to safeguard domestic
agriculture.Introduce a pension scheme for
farmers and agricultural labourers to provide

spices such as chilli, turmeric, and other
aromatic crops to support and promote their
cultivation.Sources indicate that after the
union government presented to farmers that
they had already complied with various
demands of farmers. Out of 3300 cases, over
3077 were withdrawn, 98 cases are pending
in court and 53 cases are pending withdrawal
which amounts to only two percent.In many
cases, compensation has been given but there
has been an issue when it comes to next of kin
where immediate family relation is not
established.Union Ministers also assured
farmers that they will be kept out of the
Electricity act. They also said that the

government is on the same page as far as the
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has placed as much barbed wire at the
state's borders with Punjab as there is at
the country's border with Pakistan.
Similarly, Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra on Sunday had Prime
Minister Narendra Modi over reports of
barricading and laying of nails on roads
at certain points near the Delhi border
ahead of the farmers' proposed 'Delhi
Chalo' march.According to one
assessment, some 20,000 farmers from
Punjab and 1500 from Haryana are part
of the protests. Chaudhary Dalbir Singh

action of fake seeds and fake pesticides are

concerned.However, the main concern
remains the MSP. At a time when the Lok
Sabha polls are near, neither state nor centre
wants to be at loggerheads with the farmers.
But there seems to be no middle path- BKU
leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal said "Our
demands are long pending- and now there
cannot be a middle path. But we are willing to
meet the government for a second round of
talks. The AAP and Congress have already
sided with protesting farmers. Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann accused the
Haryana government of creating a border
"between Punjab and India", referring to the
concrete blocks, nails, and barbed wire
placed on some roads to scuttle the farmers'
proposed 'Delhi Chalo' march.He said the
Manohar Khattar-led Haryana government

Indoor Stadium in Sirsa, and Guru Gobind
Singh Stadium in Dabwali will serve as
temporary jails to keep detained farmers.
CAPF has been deployed in Haryana, a
senior officer told India Today. "While
agitating is part of democracy, threatening to
block Delhi with tractors and to cause
inconvenience is not good," he said.But India
Today has accessed an internal report on
recurring protests in Punjab, mostly done by
the farmers who seem to be harming the
interest of the state.Punjab, once a beacon of
prosperity and agricultural abundance, now
stands on the precipice of economic collapse,
haunted by the spectre of recurring protests
that have wreaked havoc on its development
and stability. The aftermath of the farmers'
agitation of 2020-21 continues to cast a long
shadow over the state.

Tribal Man Beaten Up, Made

DMK Stands For Dynasty, Money
Swindling, Katta Panchayat": BJP Chief

Chennai. BJP chief JP Nadda on Monday

Security Personnel
Electrocuted During
Anti-Maoist Operation In

To Pose As "Murga" In
Madhya Pradesh

o ) Betul. A tribal man was brutally assaulted and made
in alliance with the saffron party.

Telangana

Hyderabad. A 30-year-old constable of
Greyhounds, an elite anti-Maoist force of the
Telangana Police, died due to an electric
shock during combing operations in a forest
area of Jayashankar Bhupalpally district,
officials said on Monday.The incident
happened Sunday night in Kataram mandal,
when the Greyhounds Commando A Praveen
came in contact with the electric wire put up
by poachers to hunt wild animals and was
electrocuted, they said.Telangana Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy expressed
condolences on the death of the commando,
an official release said.The Chief Minister
conveyed his deep sympathies to the
bereaved family member, it said.Listen to the
latest songs, only on
JioSaavn.comMeanwhile, Forest officials
were asked to conduct a thorough inquiry into
the incident.

"Do you know the meaning of DMK? DMK

More Harmful Than
Cigarettes": Telangana
Passes Bill Banning
Hookah Parlours

Hyderabad. The Telangana Legislative
Assembly on Monday unanimously passed a
Bill banning hookah parlours. State
Legislative Affairs Minister D Sridhar Babu,
who moved the bill on behalf of Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy, said the
organisers of hookah parlours are taking
advantage of the craze for hookah smoking
among youth, including college students, and
that there is a possibility of youth getting
addicted to it.Smoking hookah is more
harmful than smoking cigarettes and it makes
the smokers take toxic substances, he said.It
also causes harm to passive smokers and
hookah parlours pose a health hazard in
public places, he said.Therefore, tough
measures like banning hookah bars are
needed and the government felt that a quick
decision should be taken.Listen to the latest
songs, only on JioSaavn.com

The cigarette and other tobacco products
(prohibition of advertisement and regulation
of trade and commerce, production, supply
and distribution) (Telangana Amendment)
Bill, 2024 was passed unanimously without

The translation of the speech prepared by the

discussion.

Gujarat Chief Minister
Stays Qvernight At

Village As Part Of BJP's
'Gaon Chalo’ Campaign

Banaskantha. Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel has urged the residents of
Jalotra village in Banaskantha district to
adopt drip irrigation and organic farming and
appealed to the youth to stay away from
addiction and pursue education. The CM
spent a night in the village as part of the ruling
BJP's 'Gaon Chalo' campaign.Mr Patel on
Saturday launched the campaign with prayers
at a temple in the village and took part in a
cleanliness drive there."The zeal with which
the BJP government is working, all the
pending works will also be completed in the
near future," he said.With the strong
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
everyone should work to strengthen the party
so that the slogan of a 'developed Gujarat with
a developed India' can be realised, Mr Patel
said.He had dinner with the family members
of local leader Dineshbhai Bhatola, said a
government release.

Through the initiative, the BJP aims to
strengthen all the booths in Gujarat ahead of
the upcoming Lok Sabha elections.

slammed the ruling DMK in Tamil Nadu as
a party that stands for "dynasty, money
swindling and katta panchayat (kangaroo
courts)". A rich state like Tamil Nadu has
poor leaders, he said during a statewide
footmarch by his party in Chennai.

stands for dynasty, money swindling, katta
panchayat. Karunanidhi, Stalin,
Udhayanidhi...only Stalin family. They are
not ashamed of corruption. A state minister
is languishing in jail for 200 days and still
keeps his post. What type of democracy
you're having?" he saidThe BJP chief was
pointing to Chief Minister MK Stalin, his
father and former chief minister M
Karunanidhi and minister-son
Udhayanidhi Stalin.Further sharpening his
attack on the DMK, a key contender in the
opposition's INDIA alliance, Mr Nadda
said that instead of a promised Horticulture

Latest In DMK vs Tamil Nadu Governor:
He Doesn't Deliver Customary Speech

Chennai. In the latest flashpoint between the
MK Stalin government and Tamil Nadu
Raj Bhavan, Governor RN Ravi today
refused to deliver the customary address to
the Assembly at the beginning of the first
session every year.

state government, which reviewed its work
and outlined the agenda for the session,
was read by Speaker M Appavu. The
Governor did not even wait for the national
anthem at the end of the speech and walked
out in a huff.He made the exit when senior
DMK Minister Durai Murugan moved a
resolution to not record the Governor's
remarks and it was adopted. Responding to
the Governor's remarks, Mr Appavu said
Tamil Nadu Assembly has followed a
tradition of playing the state anthem
"Thamizh Thai Vaazhthu" before the
Governor's address and the national
anthem aalked out.The Speaker said
personal opinions should not be shared in
the House and added that the Governor
could instead get the Centre to release a ?
50,000 crore flood relief from the PM
Cares fund.Last year, too, dramatic scenes
had played out during the Governor's

Research Centre, DMK has established a
"Corruption Research Centre"." The state's
contribution can't be forgotten. DMK
leadership lacks wisdom and respect for
democracy," he added.Mr Nadda,
however, remained silent on AIADMK, a
former ally. The AIADMK, a rival of the
DMK, had snapped all ties with the BJP
last year following setbacks in two
consecutive elections that it had contested

The BJP chief also pointed to Bharat
Ratna being awarded to late
agricultural scientist MS Swaminathan
and said, "Tamil Nadu is special for the
Prime Minister and it is the heart of the
BJP leadership."Listen to the latest
songs, only on JioSaavn.comThe
DMK has termed Mr Nadda's criticism
as "signs of jittery" with party
spokesperson A Saravanan saying, "JP
Nadda is frustrated that they are losing.
Let them first list what have they

achieved in the last 10 years."The BJP,

which neither has a prominent presence in
the state nor an alliance with a major
regional party, is counting on its state chief
and former IPS officer K Annamalai's
footmarch to rally support ahead of the
national elections. Prime Minister

Narendra Modi is expected to participate in

the outreach event later this month.

spokesperson and not clearing Bills and

address when he skipped portions of the
official speech prepared by the ruling
DMK. He had not mentioned parts of the
address that mentioned leaders such as
Periyar, BR Ambedkar, K Kamaraj, CN
Annadurai, and K Karunanidhi. Chief
Minister Stalin had responded by moving a
resolution to record only the official
speech. The Governor had then w refusal
to deliver the customary address is the
latest face-off between the Raj Bhavan and
the DMK government, which has
repeatedly accused the Governor of
creating hurdles in its work.Earlier, the
Governor and the state government were
locked in a tug of war, with the latter
accusing him of acting like a BIJP

appointments. The Governor had then
said the Constitution empowers him to
indefinitely withhold Bills. The matter
had reached the Supreme Court, which
ruled that the Governor must act on the
aid and advice of the Council of
Ministers. Thereafter, the Governor had
cleared some of the Bills.The tussle had
also reached Rashtrapati Bhavan, when
Chief Minister Stalin wrote to President
Droupadi Murmu last year, seeking Mr
Ravi's removal from the top post.Listen to
the latest songs, only on JioSaavn.comMr
Stalin has accused the Governor of
breaching his oath of office by acting
against the state's people and the
Constitution.A Governor searching for an
opportunity to bring down an Opposition-
ruled state government will only be seen as
an "agent of the Centre", he had said. Mr
Stalin had also flagged the Governor's
action to dismiss Senthil Balaji as a
minister after he was arrested by
Enforcement Directorate in a money
laundering case. The Governor had
accused Mr Stalin of "unhealthy bias" in
the Senthil Balaji case.

to pose as a "murga" in Madhya Pradesh's Betul,
approximately 178 kilometres from state capital
Bhopal. The victim, identified as Raju Uikey, was
subjected to physical violence and casteist slurs
by a group led by Chanchal Rajput, an alleged
member of Bajrang Dal. The incident, which took
place near Subhash School in the city, was caught
on camera and the disturbing footage has sparked
outrage and condemnation.

The video shows Raju Uikey being forced into a

demeaning pose and subsequently being beaten
by Chanchal Rajput and three others. Even when
Raju was bleeding, the attackers continued their
brutal assault.Raju, who works as a DJ, narrated
the harrowing experience: "At around 11:30 pm,
while [ was on my way home, [ was picked up near
Subhash School by Chanchal Rajput and his
Bajrang Dal friends. They assaulted me
physically and verbally, and used casteist slurs
against me."State Congress President Jitu Patwari

brought the incident to light by sharing the video
on social media. His tweet triggered immediate
action from the police, who swiftly filed an FIR
against Chanchal Rajput and the three other
accused. Betul Superintendent Of Police (SP)
Siddharth Chaudhary confirmed that the incident
took place on Saturday, and efforts are underway
to apprehend the perpetrators.

Listen to the latest songs, only on JioSaavn.com
Mr Patwari, expressing his outrage, pointed to the

irony between Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
recent speeches in Madhya Pradesh on the
elevation and respect of tribal people and the stark
reality of tribal discrimination in the state. On one
hand, the speech of PM Narendra Modi in which
lies were being told about the elevation and
respect of tribal people! On the other hand, Betul
Bajrang Dal supporters torturing tribal brother Raj
Uike! The Prime Minister is gone! But, now you
see with your own eyes the truth of tribal honour
of BJP! Don't commit so much oppression that
you lose faith in justice!" Mr Patwari wrote on X.

Fashionable Now To Demolish Homes™:
High Court On Ujjaln Bulldozer Action

The Indore hench of Madhya
Pradesh High Court has also
ordered action against civic

officials for carrying out the
demolition

Bhopal. In strong remarks on bulldozer action
against those accused in criminal cases, the
Madhya Pradesh High Court has said it has
become "fashionable" for civic authorities to
demolish homes without following proper
procedure.The Indore bench of the high
court made the observations earlier this
month in a case relating to the demolition of
the home of Rahul Langri, who faces a case
of voluntarily causing hurt to extort property.
He is accused of threatening and assaulting a
man, who later died by suicide. Langri was
arrested and sent to jail. Police then got in
touch with the civic body and his two-storey
house in Ujjain was razed.Langri's wife

~'l£

Radha approached the court and said in her
petition that a notice in the name of Raisa Bi,
the previous owner, was served and the
house was razed the next day without
hearing them out. The house, she said in her
petition, was not illegal. She said the house
was registered with the housing board and
they had taken a bank loan.Justice Vivek
Rusia ruled that the demolition was illegal

3

demolition. The petitioners have

decided to move the civil court for higher
compensation."As observed repeatedly by
this court, it has become fashionable now for
local administration and local bodies to

V&

and awarded a compensation of ? 1 lakh each
to Radha Langri and her mother-in-law
Vimla Gurjar.The court also ordered action
against civic officials for carrying out the

demolish any house by drawing up
proceedings without complying with the
principal of natural justice and publish it in
the newspaper.
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NEWS BOX

Duo arrested for ferrying
liquor illegally

Gurgaon. A truck driver and a conductor were arrested
from KMP highway on Saturday evening for allegedly
ferrying liquor from Punjab to Jharkhand illegally.

An FIR was registered at Bilaspur police station on
Sunday against the duo under sections 420 (cheating),
467 (mischief leading to damage or loss), 468 (forging
documents) of the IPC and section of the Excise Act.

The two has been identified as Vibhash Kumar
Chaudhary, alias Bibhash, and Manish Chaudhary —
natives of Bihar.

Manesar crime branch in-charge inspector Lalit Kumar
said, “We received a tip off that a truck carrying liquor
illegally from Ludhiana would reach Jharkhand via
KMP. We blocked the Pachgaon area. The truck
approached from Kundli border. The driver told us they
were ferrying mustard cakes. While checking, we
found liquor bottles in the truck.”

100% dues cleared, 13 yrs
gone, no handover of homes
yet: Buyers

Gurgaon. Scores of homebuyers of Tashee Capital
Gateway gathered in Sector 111 on Sunday to protest
against prolonged delay in the completion of the
housing project that was launched in 2010 with a
deadline for completion set at 2015.The project was
later taken over under the SWAMIH scheme in Oct
2022.Despite the handover, the project’s progress
remains sluggish, much to the frustration of
homebuyers.For a decade, homebuyers have been left
in a limbo as their dream homes remain unfinished.
Despite paying 90-100% of the total cost of their flats,
the work on the second phase of the project is
completed only halfway, while 90% work has been
done in the first phase.

VK Singh, president of Capital Gateway Homebuyers
Welfare Association, said they feel cheated after
waiting for more than 13 years. “Many homebuyers
have approached NCDRC, which have even given
orders asking the developer to pay a penalty for the
delay. However, that is being ignored by the developer
who also refuses to pay. Homebuyers have also
approached HRera seeking execution of the order, but it
is still not done yet. Finally, HRera issued a recovery
certificate to the district magistrate who expressed
inability to recover the amount. The developer should
be made accountable for the hard-earned money of
homebuyers,” he added.Spread across 10.4 acres of
land, the residential project has 534 flats in 10 towers.
In the protest, local MLA Rakesh Daultabad lent his
support to the homebuyers and sought early completion
ofthe project.

Buyers also alleged the developer has illegally changed
the entire layout of the project and reduced the green
area. Also, they claimed, the plan of community
building, which was supposed to be provided as per the
original approved building plan, had been changed.

Submit fresh report on
hirings in 6 weeks, NGT asks
pollution board

Gurgaon. The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has asked
the Haryana State Pollution Control Board (HSPCB) to
submit within six weeks a fresh report on recent
recruitments to fill 85% of posts lying vacant for years.

The tribunal was responding to a report submitted by
Haryana govt, which said it had recruited officials in
the pollution board and filled 85% of posts. This report,
however, did not specify how these newly recruited
employees had been divided across departments. A
closer look revealed that the number of people inducted
into Group D posts had exceeded the sanctioned
strength. On the contrary, several positions in Group A,
B and C categories were yet to be filled, raising
questions on the purpose of the recruitment drive. The
NGT was hearing a petition by an environmentalist,
Varun Gulati, who alleged that 303 of 481 HSPCB
posts were lying vacant across all 22 districts of the
state, hindering the work to tackle rising pollution
levels. Pulled up over its efforts in fighting foul air at
various platforms, the pollution board has often cited
lack of manpower.On Jan 29, the state govt informed
the NGT 11 scientists had joined the pollution board in
September last year and 54 assistant environmental
engineers would be inducted soon.Going through the
report, the NGT said it lacked crucial details regarding
the recruitments, such as specific designations, and
emphasised on the need for transparency and accuracy
innumbers.

New schools timings in Noida
from Monday

NOIDA. In a directive issued by Gautam Budh Nagar
district magistrate Manish Kumar Verma, it has been
announced that classes from nursery to 12th in all
schools of the district will start at 8:30am from Monday
onwards.“All schools (recognised by the state board,
CBSE, ICSE, IB, UP Board, and others), across the
district, will begin from 8:30 am from February 12,”
said Gautam Budh Nagar district magistrate Manish
Kumar Verma.This change in timings comes after a
period of relief from the cold weather and foggy
conditions in the National Capital Region (NCR).

The order, issued by the basic education department on
Saturday night, said: “The timings for all the schools of
all boards will be changed from 10:00 am to 8:30 am
from February 12, 2024, for classes nursery to XII till
further orders.”Previously, classes from nursery to 8th
were scheduled from 10am to 3pm.

According to the India Meteorological Department
(IMD), the minimum and maximum temperature in
Gautam Budh Nagar on Saturday was recorded at 6.5
and 23.1 degrees Celsius (°C) respectively.

Gurgaon.The minimum temperature in the
city saw a rise of 3.2 degrees to 8.3
degrees Celsius on Sunday from 5.1
degrees Celsius recorded on Saturday.
There was shallow fog in the early hours
of Sunday but the sky was clear by around
9am.The maximum temperature,
meanwhile, was recorded at 22.2 degrees
Celsius on Sunday. Relative humidity was
logged at 82%.According to a forecast by
India Meteorological Department (IMD),
the minimum temperature is likely be
around 9 to 10 degrees Celsius for the next
five days, while the daytime temperature
will be around 23 degrees. The city is
likely to witness clear skies and dry
weather conditions at the same time

“Weather conditions

have been dry in Haryana and there is no

alert to look out for in the next few days.

during the week.

DELHI/NCR
Min temp rises by 3.2°C, dry speII likely for 5 days

Weather will remain dry and both

minimum and maximum temperatures
will gradually increase in the coming
days,” an IMD official said.The city had
witnessed dense fog and severe cold till
last week, causing travel disruptions to
and from Delhi. However, after recent
showers in Delhi-NCR, the fog has toned
down and the weather has become clear,
improving the visibility for commuters.
According to the System of Air Quality
and Weather Forecasting and Research

(SAFAR),

“The predominant surface
wind — coming from north to Delhi-NCR
— is likely to be calm during morning
hours. The wind speed is expected to be at
4-6kmph, while Feb 13 and 14 are
expected to see partly cloudy sky,
mist/shallow fog and very light rain or
drizzle.”The city’s air quality index,
meanwhile, deteriorated within the ‘very According to India Meteorological
poor’ category. The 24-hour average AQI
was recorded at 324 on Sunday from 316

the day before.Delhi also saw a respite
from the cold wave as the minimum
temperature was 7 degrees Celsius, three
notches below normal but warmer than
5.2 degrees Celsius a day earlier. A cold
wave is declared when the minimum
temperature is below four degrees Celsius
oratleast4.5 notches below normal.

Department (IMD), the maximum and
minimum temperatures may hover around

THE SIKH TIMES

25 degrees and 8 degrees Celsius,
respectively, on Monday.The maximum
temperature on Sunday was 24.6 degrees
Celsius, a notch above normal and
slightly warmer than 23.6 degrees
Celsius a day earlier. The capital is likely
to see a further rise in daytime as well as
minimum temperatures. According to the
weather department, the maximum
temperature may reach 26 degrees
Celsius in the next six days, while the
minimum temperature may cross 10
degrees in a week.“There are chances of
the sky being partly cloudy towards the
night, which will cause a rise in the
minimum temperature. The earth
releases heat during the night and a
cloudy sky doesn’t allow the heat to
scatter into the outer atmosphere. Thus,
the minimum temperature rises. ... There
are also chances of a shallow fog in the
morning,” an official at the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) said.

Meanwhile, Delhi’s air quality turned “very
poor” due to a sudden change in weather
pattern and low wind speed.The air
quality index showed a reading in the
“very poor” category at 314 at 11am. This
reading remained till 3pm. The average
air quality index (AQI) was 313, against
295 a day earlier.According to pollution
forecasting agencies.

Veg mkts reopen as govt revokes new tax rulesa

Gurgaon. Vegetable traders, who
launched an indefinite strike in the
city from Saturday against hiked
market fees, wound up their stir as
the state govt has agreed to decrease
the charge from 2% to 1% and
revoked the new rules of advance
tax. The notification for the same
will be issued by the govt on
February 15.

Vegetable markets across the state
opened on Sunday morning.
Appreciating the decision, the
association said, “The govt has
accepted our demands. Dealers now
will not have to pay any extra fee and
1% tax has also been reduced. It was
unfair to still charge a fee that was

imposed only during the pandemic
after we returned to normalcy.”The
state govt had started collecting 1%
market fee and 1% Haryana Rural
Development Fund (HRDF) fee
from traders during the pandemic,
seeking their contribution in the time
of crisis. The state had also promised
to revoke the charges after returning
to normalcy.However,
promising to decrease the fees,
Haryana State Agricultural
Marketing Board hiked the market
fee last year. Also, in the notification
released last year, the traders were
asked to pay the market fees in
advance. The govt used to collect no
market fee from dealers before 2020.

despite

MUV-truck collision triggers 7-vehicle plleup on Ggn-Fbd Rd; four injured

Gurgaon. Five vehicles crashed
into each other on the Gurgaon-
Faridabad road in the dead of
night, causing another two
vehicles to collide into the pile-up
minutes later on an inclined
stretch that cuts through the
Aravalihills.

Four people were injured in the
collisions. Their conditions are
stable .Police said the incident

Pahari police station and ,

the investigating officer in
the case Jagjeet.Police said
an investigation was
underway and prima facie,
an FIR may be registered
against the driver of the
second truck (which hit the
Innova) under sections 279
(rash driving endangering
human life) and 337

HCS officials and tehsildars
among them, 78 arrested by
ACB for corruption last yr

Gurgaon: The anti-corruption bureau’s team in the city
registered 43 cases and arrested 78 people, among them
some senior civil service officials and police officers, over
the last year.In 2022, Gurgaon ACB registered 46 cases and
arrested 62 people, including govt officials. Those arrested
this year include Haryana Civil Service (HCS) officers,

took place near Ghata Mor in
around
1.45am.According to cops,
Innova MUV first crashed into a
truck. As they came to a grinding
halt, another dumper truck behind
the Innova collided with it,
followed by a Santro car. Police
said a truck behind Santro was
allegedly speeding and hit the car,
crushing it completely.This pile-
up created a traffic jam that
prompted a tractor driver to stop a
little behind the vehicles.
another truck driver, who was
unaware of the situation on the

Gwalpahari

an tractor,

But

crest of the road incline, kept
driving and crashed into the

its force ramming the
tractor into the pile-up.

Three occupants of the Innova, a
couple and its driver, were injured.
Another passenger of Santro is
admitted to Anand Hospital in the
city.“The driver of the Innova got
first aid. The couple was admitted
to Max Hospital in the city. The
wife has been discharged and the
man is being treated for minor
injuries. The Santro driver does
not have any grievous injuries,”
said head constable of Gwal

he added.

NAME CHANGE

1, Army No. 14872579Y, Rank - SEP/MT
Name - Vijay, Parmanent Resident of|
Vill+Post - Junwani, Tehsil - Narharpur,
Dist - Kanker, State - Chattisgarh, Pin-
494334 Presently Posted at Unit 5017
ASC BN (MT), C/o 99APO Pin-905017
Dist - North 24 Parganas, State - West
Bengal have changed my father's name
from Shambhu to Shambhu Ram
Salam. Vide Affidavit No. 61, Dated 9th
Feb. 2024 before The Notary,
Govemment of India in presence of Ld.
Advocate G. M. Nabi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHAKEEL MALIK S/O NAWAB
residing at H-352, BLOCK-H, JAIT-
PUR EXTN PART-2, DELHI-110044
have changed my name to SHAKIL
MALIK for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

I, NO-15322083F Rank- HAYV,
VENKATARAMANJANEYULU T S/o
KOTESWARARAO residing at NAL-
LAMOTHUVARIPALEM,  KARLA-
PALEM, GUNTUR, A.P-522111 have
changed my minor son’s name from
TANDRA ANUPAVAN to THANDRA
ANUPAVAN for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 12/02/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
| ANMOL D/o SH AJAY KUMAR, R/IO

AYA NAGAR SOUTH DELHI DELHI-
110047 have changed my name from
ANMOL KUMARI D/o SH ANJAY
KUMAR to ANMOL D/o SH AJAY
KUMAR for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE

|, Bhubneshwar Kumar s/o Ramdas
Sharma R/o 200/4, F-2 Block , Street
No.21, Kh. No.-60/21, Jai Vihar,
Baprola, Near Radhe Krishna Temple,
New Delhi-110043 , have changed my
name to Bhubneshwar Sharma for all
future purposes

NAME CHANGE

I, TL THIRUPPATHAMMA wife of|
ARMY NO-15322083F Rank- HAV,
VENKATARAMANJANEYULU T
residing at NALLAMOTHUVARI-
PALEM, KARLAPALEM, GUNTUR,
A.P-522111 have changed my name
from TL THIRUPPATHAMMA to T L
THIRUPATHAMMA for all future pur-
poses and in my husband’s service
records my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 12/06/1988 instead of my
correct date of birth as 01/01/1988
Vide Affidavit dated 12/02/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, hitherto known as DANKA MINA
KUMARI W/o SUDDALA SANTOSH
KUMAR R/o VILL/PO-GOLABAND-
HA, DISTT-GANJAM, ODISHA-
761052 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as SUD-
DALA MINA KUMARI.

Name Correction
It is for general information that I,
Rishi Rai S/o Bajar Bahadur Rai
Mazhi chetri, residing at D-17A,1st
floor, ganesh nagar, pandav nagar;
complex, shakarpur, east delhi -
110092, declare that name of my
father has been wrongly written as Lt
B B Rai in my driving licence No DL-
0720090036177. The actual name of
my father is Bajar Bahadur Rai Mazhi
Chetri, which may be amended
accordingly.lt is certified that | have
complied with other legal require-
ments in this connection.

NAME CHANGE

I, MD FAIZAN S/O MOHD IRFAN
Residing at H NO-A-339,624 STREET
NO-3 NEAR INSHAALLAH MASJID
CHAUHAN BANGER Seelampur
North East Delhi Delhi 110053 have
changed my name to MOHD FAIZAN
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-15322083F  Rank-HAV,
VENKATARAMANJANEYULU T S/o
KOTESWARARAO residing at NAL-
LAMOTHUVARIPALEM,  KARLA-
PALEM, GUNTUR, A.P-522111 have
changed my minor daughter's name
from TANDRA DEVIKA to THANDRA
DEVIKA for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 12/02/2024 before

NAME CHANGE
I, PRIYNKA SHUKLA Wife of No-
15811816X Rank-NK Name-KAM-
LESHWAR SHUKLA presently resid-
ing at VILL-BILAURI SHUKLA, PO-
SANSARPUR, TEH-SONHA, DIST-
BASTI, UTTAR PRADESH-272182,
have changed my name from PRIYN-
KA SHUKLA to PRIYANKA SHUKLA
for all future purposes and in my hus-
band'’s service records my date of birth
wrongly mentioned as 25/09/1988
instead of my correct date of birth as
01/06/1988 vide affidavit dated
12/02/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

1, Army No. 14872579Y, Rank - SEP/MT
Name - Vijay, Pamrmanent Resident of|
Vill+Post - Junwani, Tehsil - Narharpur,
Dist - Kanker, State - Chattisgarh, Pin-
494334 Presently Posted at Unit 5017
ASC BN (MT), C/o 99APO Pin - 905017
Dist - North 24 Parganas, State - West
Bengal have changed my mother's
name from Sumitra to Sumitra Bai
Salam. Vide Affidavit No. 62, Dated 9th
Feb. 2024 before The Notary,
Govemment of India in presence of Ld.
Advocate G. M. Nabi.

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that I, SAM-
REEN D/o MOHAMMED SHAFI, Rlo
3133, Top Floor, Gali Nanwa Teli, Near
Kalan Masjid, Turkman Gate, Delhi
GP.O., North Delhi-110006, declare that
name of my father has been wrongly
written as MOHAMMAD SHAFI, in my
CBSE 12th Class Marksheet cum
Certificate, and Delhi  University
Graduation B.A. & Post-Graduation
M.A. Degrees. The actual name of my
father is MOHAMMED SHAFI.

(causing hurt by negligence) of the
IPC. “An FIR will be registered
only after proper investigation and
statements from the passengers,” a
police officer
investigation officer said the pile-
up happened because the road was
built on a slope and drivers could
not anticipate the collisions ahead.
“This led to the pile-up, with more
vehicles reaching there unaware
of the accident ahead. By the time
they would have noticed, they
would have already crashed into
each other because of the slope,”

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, SAROJ SHUKLA Mother of No-
15811816X Rank-NK Name-KAM-
LESHWAR SHUKLA presently resid-
ing at VILL-BILAURI SHUKLA, PO-
SANSARPUR, TEH-SONHA, DIST-
BASTI, UTTAR PRADESH-272182, in
my son’s service records my date of
birth wrongly mentioned as 04/07/1956
instead of my correct date of birth as
01/01/1954 vide affidavit dated

12/02/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

said.The

NAME CHANGE
1, Mohd Mahfooz s/o Abdul Salam R/o
H. No-9989, Gali Nal Wali, Nawab
Ganj, Azad Market, Delhi-110006,
have changed my name to Mohd
Mehfooz for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Army No. 14872775Y, Rank -
SEP/MT Name - Tumesh Kumar,
Parmanent Resident of Ward No. 8,
Parsadih, Post - Achholi, Tehsil -
Dondilohara, Dist - Balod, State -
Chattisgarh, Pin-491771 Presently
Posted at Unit 5017 ASC BN (MT), Clo
99 APO Pin - 905017 Dist - North 24
Parganas, State - West Bengal have
changed my father's name from Balwan
Singh to Balwant Baware. Vide Affidavit
No. 59, Dated 9th Feb. 2024 before The
Notary, Government of India in pres-
ence of Ld. Advocate G. M. Nabi.

PUBLIC NOTICE

that my client SH. RAMVEER
SINGH S/o Sh. Chandra Pal Singh
R/o G-127, Sangam Vihar, Mehrauli,
South Delhi-110062 and also House
No. G637 Sangam Vihar, Mehrauli,
South Delhi-110062 have severed all
kind of relations from his son RAHUL
KUMAR due to his indifferent and
abusive attitude towards my client
and also debarred them from all kind
of movable and immovable
properties and assets owned by my
client. If any person deals with above
said person, then he/she will be|

doing so at his/her own risk.
Lovedesp Ra havs dvocate
Enroll. D/8497/201

NORTHERN RAILWAY
OPEN-E- TENDER NOTICE

Vo

@
A’“"' Mahotsav

the following work.

The Sr. Divisional Engineer-lll, Northern Railway, Delhi Division invites E-Tender for

-

.| Name of
Work

Replacement of worn-out/damaged pipe line with different safety
valves for Akshardham Rainy wall at KM 2/46 Near 2 nd Yamunal
bridge including desilting of Rainy well to improve the water yield of|
rainy wellin the s/o SSE/W/NDLS under ADEN/NDLS.

2.| Approx. Cost
of work

Rs. 1,98,10,510.05/- (Rupees One Crore Ninety Eight
Lakh Ten Thousand Five Hundred Ten and Five paise only)

3.| Earnest Money
to be Deposit

Rs. 2,49,100/- (Two Lakh Forty Nine Thousand and One
Hundred Rupees)

.| Cost of tender document

Rs. 0.00/-

o |

bid and opening of tender.

.| Date & Time of submission of tender

01.03.2024 at 15.00 Hrs.

6.| Website particulars where complete

details of tender documents can be seen.

www.ireps.gov.in

Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
|, Salma Daughter of Abdul Mazid,
Residing at House No- V- 146, Bhagwati
Garden, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-
110059, have changed my name to
Salma Siddiqui for all future purpose

« The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement system
(IREPS) site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender system. « For all
terms and conditions please refer tender document. ¢
acceptable. + Cost of tender document and Earnest money will be a0
acceptable through net banking or payment gateway only. No. 128- ZuHa
W/280/e Tender Notice/NIT/83/2023-24/W-3 Dated :-10.02.2024 ol

No manual offers are

employees of cooperative societies department, tehsildars,
district education officers (DEOs), school principals, fire
department officers, and officials of the irrigation, excise,
revenue, audit and police departments.The jurisdiction of
the Gurgaon office covers the city, Rewari, Nuh and
Mahendergarh districts. There are six other offices of the
bureau in Haryana. A senior ACB official said on Sunday
that govt has been emphasizing on eradicating corruption at
all levels. “A clear message has been given to look for senior
govt officials who often use the junior staff or civilians to act
as middlemen in the bribe collection chain,” an ACB

NAME CHANGE
|, Mohammed Umair Khan s/o Arafeen
Khan R/o H. No-648, Street No.26,
Jafrabad, Bhajan Pura, Delhi-110053,
have changed my name to Mohd
Umair Khan for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
|, Nasreen Bano w/o Mohammad
Salman R/o H-29, Basti Hazrat
Nizamuddin, New Delhi-110013, have
changed my name to Nasreen for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
| hitherto known as SULTAN AHMED
S/o MOHD ISMAIL, residing at T-52/A,
Prem Nagar Road, Baljeet Nagar, Patel
Nagar, Central Delhi, Delhi-110008,
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as SULTAN AHMAD.

NAME CHANGE
|, MD FARHAN S/O MOHD FAIZAN
Residing at H NO-A-339,624 STREET
NO-3 NEAR INSHAALLAH MASJID
CHAUHAN BANGER Seelampur
North East Delhi Delhi 110053 have
changed my name to MOHD
FARHAN for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Army No. 14872775Y, Rank -
SEP/MT Name - Tumesh Kumar,
Parmanent Resident of Ward No. 8,
Parsadih, Post - Achholi, Tehsil -
Dondilohara, Dist - Balod, State -
Chattisgarh, Pin-491771 Presently
Posted at Unit 5017 ASC BN (MT), Clo
99 APO Pin - 905017 Dist - North 24
Parganas, State - West Bengal have
changed my mother's name from
Budhyarin to Budhiyarin Bai. Vide
Affidavit No. 58, Dated 9th Feb. 2024
before The Notary, Government of India

NAME CHANGE
1, Army No. 14844274H, Rank - NKIMT
Name - Jwakim Tirkey, Parmanent
Resident of Vill - Chete Jogitoli Post -
Sithiyo, PS. - Nagri, Dist - Ranchi, State
- Jharkhand, Pin-834004 Presently
Posted at Unit 5017 ASC BN (MT), Clo
99 APO Pin - 905017 Dist - North 24
Parganas, State - West Bengal have
changed my wife's name from Savitri
Tirkey to Saviti Kumari Sulanki. Vide
Affidavit No. 63, Dated 9th Feb. 2024
before The Notary, Govemment of India
in presence of Ld. Advocate G. M. Nabi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Army No. 14864651P, Rank -
SEP/MT Name - Mukthi Jithender,
Parmanent Resident of -145, Main
Road, Pathagudur Mandal
Endapalli, Post - Pathagudur, Tehsil
- Velgatoor, Dist - Jagitial , State -
Telangana, Pin-505416 Presently
Posted at Unit 5017 ASC BN (MT),
Clo 99 APO Pin - 905017 Dist -
North 24 Parganas, State - West
Bengal have changed my son's
name from Mukthi Rihaan to Mukthi
Rihan Darsh. Vide Affidavit No. 64,
Dated 9th Feb. 2024 before The
Notary, Government of India in pres-

in presence of Ld. Advocate G. M. Nabi.| |ence of Ld. Advocate G. M. Nabi.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 45.1/24 I

NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that (1) Smt. Kajal Aggarwal and (2) Sh.
Arunvij are the owners of Second Floor without Roof Rights, Property bear-
ing plot No. 12, admeasuring 229 sq.yds., Block No. C-7, Krishna Nagar,
Northern portion village Ghondli, lllaga Shahdara, Delhi vide registered sale
certificate dated 09/05/2018 executed between Office of The Recovery
Officer-1, Debts Recovery Tribunal in the matter of Punjab National Bank v/s
M/s Shri Radhey Sham Trading Co. CD-1 & others through its proprietors
Ishma Arora CD-2 and Nitin Kumar Arora CD-3, IN RC No. 119/2016,
Authorized Sh. UpendraPatil on behalf of the recovery officer-1 (First Party)
and (1) Smt. Kajal Aggarwal and (2) Sh. Arunvij (Second Party, Purchaser)
(Vide Doc No. 4073) That initially, Sale Deed dated 18/07/1959 executed by
Sh. Madan Mohan Tuli in favour of Sh. Shri Krishan Raniwal (Doc No. 5940),
who died leaving behind Regd. Will dated 25/11/1976 in favour of his wife
Mrs. Shanti Devi, who executed registered sale deed dated 20/06/1986 in
favour of Smt. Vidya Bhardawaj w/o Sh. R.K. Sharma (Doc No. 1886)
Thereafter, Sale Deed dated 10/09/1986 executed by Mrs. Shanti Devi in
favour of Mr. Ramesh Kumar Sharma in respect of western northern corner
area measuring 114.5 sq. yds,(Doc. No. 1846), Thereafter, Sale Deed dated
08/07/2012 executed by (1) Mr. Ramesh Kumar Sharma and (2) Mrs. Vidya
Bhardwaj in favour of Mrs. IshmaArora W/o Mr. Nitin Arora in respect of
Northern Portion admeasuring 229 sq. yds., (Doc. No. 16099), who mort-
gaged the said property in Punjab National Bank in the account of M/s Shri
Radhey Sham Trading Co. and default to repay the loan amount. And Finally,
registered sale certificate dated 09/05/2018 was executed in favour of (1)
Smt. Kajal Aggarwal and (2) Sh. Arunvij who agreed to sell second floor to
Intended Borrower who intends to mortgage the said immovable property for|
their bonafide requirements to L&T Finance Limited. Whosoever is having
any objection to the said mortgage or anyone has claim or right or interest in
the property shall contact the undersigned with the objection within 07 days
failing which it shall be presumed that there stands no objections.
NEW DELHI PRAGYA BHUSHAN ADVOCATE
DATE: 1/2/2024 Enrl. No. D/721/02

Office: L-27,GF, Kailash Colony, New Delhi-48

Mob.: 9968006418
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5-year-old boy, man injured in
shooting at Texas church, accused
woman killed

Houston. A female shooter was shot dead by two off-
duty law enforcement officers after she opened fire at a
megachurch in the city of Houston in Texas, which left
a five-year-old boy critically injured, and another man
wounded but in stable condition.According to Troy
Finner, the city's police chief, the incident occurred on
Sunday at the Lakewood Church run by prominent
evangelical Christian pastor Joel Osteen.He confirmed
the child is in critical condition while the 57-year-old
man shot in the hip is stable.In a post on X, Lakewood
Church said there was an active shooter situation that
included shots being fired and law enforcement
arriving on the scene.The woman, in her early 30s and
wearing a long trench coat, holding a long rifle and a
backpack, entered the church, accompanied by a boy,
and started shooting, Finner said.Two off-duty law
enforcement officers who were at the church when the
shots were fired at 1.50 pm opened fire and killed the
woman, he added.

The woman's identity has not yet been revealed.

If law enforcement gunfire is responsible for striking the
child, Finner said "I'm going to put that blame on her"
for putting the boy in danger.At the press conference,
Osteen said he would pray for both the victims and the
shooter, saying he was grateful the shooting happened
between services when fewer people were in the
building. The police believe the shooting was an
isolated incident and there is no further danger to the
public.The woman threatened that she had a bomb and
sprayed an unknown substance as first responders
arrived, the police chief said.It is still not clear what the
substance was, as fire department personnel arrived to
investigate and clear the scene, he added.

The police checked a vehicle and backpack for possible
explosives but none have been reported.Houston
Mayor John Whitmire lamented that the violence took
place while people were preparing to practise their faith
and others looked forward to the Super Bowl encounter
between the San Francisco 49ers and the Kansas City
Chiefs.

Nawaz Sharif, Bilawal Bhutto
alliance likely, move to anger
Imran Khan supporters

Lahore. Former Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's
Pakistan Muslim League (N) and Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari's Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) are likely to
form a coalition to claim the new government in the
South Asian country, despite independents, backed by
jailed former Prime Minister Imran Khan, winning the
most number of seats. The PML(N) and PPP, which
held a meeting on Sunday, agreed in principle to "save
the country from political instability"."In principle,
consensus on political cooperation between the
Pakistan Muslim League (N) and Pakistan Peoples
Party. In the meeting, the overall situation of the
country and political cooperation in the future were
discussed in detail. The leaders agreed to cooperate
politically to bring the country to political stability,"
Nawaz Sharif's party said in a statement.

PAKISTAN ELECTION RESULTS
DEVELOPMENTS

Nawaz Sharif's PML(N) and Bilawal Bhutto Zardari's
PPP, which emerged second and third in the Pakistan
election 8 with 75 and 54 seats respectively, have
decided to work together to bring political stability to
the country. The parties announced the decision in a
statement, fuelling discussion about a possible post-
poll coalition between them. A final picture regarding
the alliance is likely to emerge on Monday.Out of the
101 independents who won National Assembly seats,
93 were backed by Imran Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf after the party was barred from taking part in the
election. Imran Khan also claimed victory in the
election, and his party claimed that President Arif Alvi
would invite them to form the government. Notably,
independent members cannot form a government on
their own under Pakistan's complex election system.

US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin
hospitalised again with bladder

issue

Washington,UPDATED US Secretary of Defence Lloyd
Austin was hospitalised in Washington on Sunday for
treatment of "symptoms suggesting an emergent
bladder issue", a Pentagon spokesperson said.Austin,
70, later transferred the duties of his office to Deputy
Secretary of Defence Kathleen Hicks, Pentagon Press
Secretary Major General Pat Ryder said in a statement.

Both Republican and Democratic lawmakers criticised
Austin last month for failing to disclose a cancer
diagnosis and subsequent hospitalisations in December
and January, including to President Joe Biden. Some
prominent Republicans, including former President
Donald Trump, called for Austin to be removed from his
job.The incident was an embarrassment for Biden, and
Austin apologised during a televised news briefing. He

| LATEST

is scheduled to testify before Congress on February 29
about the situation.Biden, a Democrat, has said he has
confidence in Austin despite what the president agreed
was a lapse in judgment.With its announcement of the
secretary's trip to the hospital and the quick decision to
transfer his duties to a deputy, the Pentagon appeared
determined to avoid a repeat of last month's political
uproar.Austin, a retired four-star general who led forces
in Iraq and is America's first Black defence secretary,
was still in hospital last month as U.S. forces launched a
retaliatory strike against an Iranian-backed militia
leader in Baghdad.There are now three different
investigations into Austin's behaviour, including one by
the office of the Pentagon's Inspector General, a
watchdog agency that tracks military waste, fraud and
abuse. The Republican chair of the House Armed
Services Committee, Mike Rogers, has called Austin to
testify.Austin is scheduled to travel to Brussels for a
Wednesday meeting of the Ukraine Defence Contact
Group.
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Israel rescues 2 hostages from Gaza's

Rafah in overnight operation

. In an overnight
operation, Israeli forces
rescued two hostages

from Rafah in Gaza, 128
days after they were

captured.

Gaza The Israel Defense Forces (IDF)
announced on Monday that two Israeli
hostages were rescued from Rafah city in
southern Gaza in an overnight operation.
More than 100 people still remain in
captivity after Hamas took them hostage
following the October 7, 2023 attack
against Israel. The two men were rescued
from a residential building in the southern
border town of Rafah in a raid that also
killed at least seven people, according to

Palestinian officials. Witnesses reported
at least 17 airstrikes, flares and Apache
helicopter fire.The army identified the
two rescued hostages as Fernando Simon
Marman, 60, and Louis Har, 70, and said

fifth month. They are just the second
and third hostages to be rescued
safely.

Lt. Col. Richard Hecht said the
operation was based on “precise
intelligence”, and that the site,
located on the second floor of a
building, had been watched for
“some time.” He said Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
joined Israel’s military chief and
other top officials as the raid
unfolded.Hamas militants killed an
estimated 1,200 people and
kidnapped 250 others in the October
7 raid that triggered the war. An
Israeli air and ground offensive has
killed over 28,000 Palestinians,
according to local health officials.

Over 100 hostages were freed during a
week-long cease-fire in November.

both were in good medical condition.It
said both men were kidnapped by Hamas
militants from Kibbutz Nir Yizhak in the
October 7, 2023 cross-border attack that
started the Isracl-Hamas war, now in its

Israel says about 100 hostages remain in
Hamas captivity, while Hamas is holding
the remains of roughly 30 others who
were either killed on October 7 or died in

Israeli attacks kill 37 in Gaza's Rafah,
many were asleep when strikes hit

Doha/Jerusalem. Israel launched a
special forces operation that freed
two Israeli hostages in Rafah amid
air strikes early on Monday, which
local health officials said killed 37

people and wounded dozens in the S

southern Gaza city.An air strike was
carried out to allow the forces to be
extracted, he said.The air strikes
caused widespread panic in Rafah
as many people were asleep when
the strikes started, said residents
contacted by Reuters using a chat
app. Some feared Israel had begun
its ground offensive into
Rafah.Israeli planes, tanks and ships
took part in the strikes, with two
mosques and several houses hit,
according to residents.

The Israeli military said on Monday it
had conducted a "series of strikes" on
southern Gaza that have now
"concluded", without providing
further details.Before previous
assaults on Gaza cities, [srael's military
has ordered civilians to leave without
preparing any specific evacuation
plan.US President Joe Biden told
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
on Sunday that Israel should not launch
amilitary operation in Rafah without a

credible plan to ensure the safety of the
roughly 1 million people sheltering
there, the White House said.

Aid agencies say an assault on Rafah
would be catastrophic. It is the last
relatively safe place in an enclave
devastated by Israel's military
offensive.Biden and Netanyahu spoke
for about 45 minutes, days after the
U.S. leader said Israel's military
response in the Gaza Strip had been
"over the top" and expressed grave
concern over the rising civilian death
toll in the Palestinian
enclave.Netanyahu's office has said
that it had ordered the military to
develop a plan to evacuate Rafah and

destroy four Hamas battalions
itsays are deployed there.

Hamas militants killed 1,200
people in southern Israel and
abducted at least 250 in their
Oct. 7 incursion, according to
Israeli tallies. Israel has
responded with a military
assault on the Gaza Strip that
has killed more than 28,000
Palestinians, according to the
Hamas-run health
ministry.Netanyahu said in an
interview aired on Sunday
that "enough" of the 132 remaining
Israeli hostages held in Gaza were
alive to justify Israel's war in the
region.Hamas-run Agsa Television on
Sunday quoted a senior Hamas leader
as saying any Israeli ground offensive
in Rafah would "blow up" the hostage-
exchange negotiations.

Egypt warned on Sunday of "dire
consequences" of a potential Israeli
military assault on Rafah, which lies
near its border."Egypt called for the
necessity of uniting all international
and regional efforts to prevent the
targeting of the Palestinian city of
Rafah," its foreign ministry added in a
statement.

Joe Biden comes to Nikki Haley's defence
against Donald Trump mockmg her hushand

Washington. US President Joe
Biden lashed out at his
predecessor Donald Trump for
questioning his Republican rival
Nikki Haley over the absence of
her husband from the campaign
trail. Coming to the defence of the
former South Carolina Governor,
the President said "Major Haley
is abroad, serving his country
right now".In a post on X on
Sunday, the President said, "The

answer is that Major Haley is

abroad, serving his country right

now. We know he (Trump) thinks our
troops are 'suckers', but this guy
wouldn’t know service to his country
if it slapped him in the face."While
campaigning in the Indian-American
Republican presidential candidate's
home turf of South Carolina, Trump on
Saturday questioned "What happened

to her (Haley) husband?”Where is he?
He’s gone. He knew. He knew," Trump
said.

In response, Haley lashed out at her
former boss asking him to engage in a
direct debate and if he had something
to say then " say it to my face".

Addressing a campaign event on
Sunday, she said, "Michael is

deployed serving our country,
something you know nothing
about... Donald, if you have
something to say, don’t say it
behind my back. Get on a
debate stage and say it to my
face."

She urged her supporters to elect
a President who "supports our
troops and understands the
sacrifices our military families
make"."Getting involved in
this election has never been
more important. This is a battle for the
soul of our country."Haley is Trump's
last remaining rival for the Republican
presidential nomination.

They have both held events across South
Carolina in the past few days, during
which they attacked each other, ahead
of the February 24 Republican

primary.

captivity.

driverless Waymo car ablaze

San Francisco. Google spinoff and Alphabet-

Mob vandalises, sets

in San Francisco

owned Waymo said the crowd surrounded the
white sport utility vehicle in San Francisco's
China Town area on Saturday. According to
authorities, this was the most destructive attack
on self-driving vehicles in the US so far.Michael
Vandi, a witness who posted videos of the
incident, told Reuters that people were
celebrating China's Lunar New Year by setting
off fireworks.A person jumped onto the hood of
the Waymo vehicle and broke its windshield.
Another person also jumped on the hood 30
seconds later as some in the crowd clapped in
approval, he told Reuters in an X direct
message. That was when it went WILD," he
wrote, describing people with skateboards
breaking the glass and others graffitiing the
car.There were two groups of people. Folks who
encourage it - and others who were just shocked
& started filming. No one stood up - i mean there
wasn’t anything you could do to stand up to
dozens of people."His video showed the vehicle
engulfed in flames with a huge plume of black
smoke.Waymo said someone threw a firework
inside, which set the vehicle on fire. The fire
department posted pictures on social media of the
charred remains of the car, and said a firework
started the blaze."The vehicle was not
transporting any riders and no injuries have been
reported. We are working closely with local
safety officials to respond to the situation," the
company said. It did not say what caused the
attack.The San Francisco Police Department said
it was investigating the cause of the fire and did
not say whether arrests have been made.The
electric car, a Jaguar I-PACE, is equipped with 29
cameras and other sensors.The latest incident
came a day before the Super Bowl NFL
championship involving the San Francisco 49ers
and the Kansas City Chiefs."This was a one-off
event," the Waymo spokesperson told Reuters,
adding it will "continue serving riders during
today’s festivities". The incident was not the first
time people have harassed self-driving cars, but
its severity may illustrate growing public
hostility following a pedestrian-dragging
accident last year involving a vehicle operated by
General Motors' Cruise unit.On previous
occasions in San Francisco and Phoenix,
Arizona, groups have disrupted the operations of
self-driving vehicles, blocking their path, trying
to enter the vehicles and jumping on their
hoods.Videos that went viral showed people
putting orange traffic cones on top of vehicles to
obstruct their sensors and force them to stop
abruptly.Last week, a driverless Waymo car
collided with a cyclist in San Francisco, causing
minor injuries.

Israeli military says it has rescued two
hostages from captivity in Gaza

RAFAH. The Israeli military said it
rescued two hostages from captivity in
the Gaza Strip early Monday, marking a
small but symbolically significant
success in its quest to bring home over
100 captives believed to be held by the
Hamas militant group.The two men were
rescued from a residential building in the
southern border town of Rafah in a raid
that also killed at least seven people,
according to Palestinian officials.
Witnesses reported at least 17 airstrikes,
flares and Apache helicopter fire.The
army identified the two rescued hostages
as Fernando Simon Marman, 60, and
Louis Har, 70, and said both were in good
medical condition. It said both men were
kidnapped by Hamas militants from
Kibbutz Nir Yizhak in the Oct. 7 cross-
border attack that started the Israel-
Hamas war, now in its fifth month. They
are just the second and third hostages to
be rescued safely.Lt. Col. Richard Hecht
said the operation was based on “precise
intelligence,” and that the site, located on
the second floor of a building, had been
watched for “some time.” He said Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu joined
Israel's military chief and other top

-

officials as the raid unfolded.Hamas
militants killed an estimated 1,200 people
and kidnapped 250 others in the Oct. 7
raid that triggered the war. An Israeli air
and ground offensive has killed over

28,000 Palestinians, according to local

ey

is holding the remains of roughly 30
others who were either killed on Oct. 7 or

health officials.Over 100 hostages were
freed during a weeklong cease-fire in
November. [srael says about 100 hostages
remain in Hamas captivity, while Hamas

died in captivity.Israel has made the
rescue of all hostages one of the main
goals of the war.
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CHARTERED ATCOUNTANTS

Independent Auditurs’ Report

To The Members of
Ramgarhia Cooperative Bank Limiled, New Delhi
Report on the Financial Staternents

Adverse Opinion

1y We have audited the accompanying financial slatements of Ramgarhia
Coaperative Bank Limited ("the Bank™) & its branches st Pabar Ganj. Vishnu

Gardert. Tri Nagar & Krishna Nagac, which comprise the Balance Sheet as at March

FL 2023 ahe Statemacent of Profit ond Loss  for the vear then ended, and nobes 1o rhe

tcial staternents, inchading a ol the dpnificant secounting policies and

other explanatory information (hereinafter reterred o as “Financial Staterwens ")

2) In our opinion and to e best of cor infunimation and according (@ the exobasations

glven to s, beeanse of the sigsificonce of the maner discossed i the Bosis tor

Mubverse opinion section of our reporl, thuee atoresaid Financial Stazements da not SN
the information required by the Banking Regulanon Acl 1949 the Act’) in the
roanner sereguired for bank and does ot piviz 2 bros arud fair views inconformity with
the  accounting principles penerally aceepted n Trdia. of the state af aflairs of the Bask

as al darch 31, 23 de of the Prefit for the year ended an that dase.

Basis Eor Adverse Opinion

3} We conducled our audie inaccordance with the Standards on Auditing {$A5) issued

by ICAL Qur responsibilitios under those Standards are forther described i Uwe

Audior’s Responsibilities fur the Audit of the Financial Statements section of our

repark, We are independent of Lhe Bank in accondance with the Code of Ethics issued

by the Institule of Chartered Accnuntants of India (ICALY logethar with the eshical

cquirements that are relevant te our aodit of the ftnancial statements under the

sions of the Act and the Rules made thercurcler, and we have fulfilled oue ather

it — ¥ r - . . . :
enl responsibilities n sccordance swvith these requirements ardd the [CAR S Code of

ardl for preventing and detecting frauds and other ircegularities; selection and
application of appropriate accounting policics; making judgements and estiraze
that ars reasvnable and prudént and design, implomentation and maintenance ot
adeguale internai financial controls, that were eperaring offectively for ensuring ghe
accuracy and completeness of the accounting records, relevant to the preparation
arul presentation of the financial stalements that give teue and fair view and are
free from material misstatenent, whether due 10 fraud ar orror, In preparting the
{financial statemeats, management is responsible for assessing the Bank's ability 1o
cantinue as a going concern, Jdisclosing, as applicable, malters related to going
cancern and using the going concern basis of accounting unieas management either

inteads 1o liquidate the Bank or to cev

s¢ operrations, or has no realistic alternalive

but to dor so. 'Fhe Board of Dircctars is alsa responsible lor everseeing the Bank's

financial reporting process.

Audilor’s Respansibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements

7y Cur abjectives are to obtain reasonable assurance abqout whether the Firancial Stawomonts

as a whole are frew rom maberial mi tement, whether e to fraud or ervor, ancd Le-issue

an awdilor’s seport Lhat inckides our opinien. Reasonable assurance s a high Jeeol of

assurance, bul is nel a guarantee thal an audit conducted inaccerdarnce swith Sas will always
detort 8 material missiatement when it oxigts, hlisslatements can arise [eoin fraud or vrror
and are considered material i, iwdividually or in the agyregate, they could reaserably be
expeeted o influence the swonomic decisions of users taksn on Lhe basis of these Finaarial

Statements.

As part of an audit in accordance with Sis, we exerci

n professional judgment and

maintain prefessional skephcism throughout die audit. We also:

Identifly aml assess the risks of material misstalemenl of the financial
statements, whether due to  [fraud or error design and perform auwdit
procedures  rosponsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that
nseificient and approprate to provide a basis for our apinion. The risk of not
detecting a material misslatement resulting from fraud 1s higher than for one

resulting from error. as fraud may imvolve collusion, forgery, intentional

omissions, misreprasenlations, or the override of internal control.

placed svilbdraswal limit of Rs. 530,000/~ per person. However in snmw cases
increase of share capital was through transfer entey from deposits &0 share

capital in CBS which is in cxeoss of witindrawal limit permitted by RBL

13} The bank expenditure inmit had been cappod at @3 1000/ - for non recurring
expenditure bul the bank had paid one consultant an amount of Rs 51,000/«
svhich swas oot in line with AID instructions. Further the consultant was
allowed te convert his account to stall account & permitled withd rawal of mare

than Rs. 50,000,/ -.

14} The bank had delayved filing of DICGC certificate within 45 days frum date
of AlD.

15} Subject to the matiers as mentioned in the audit report above amd as reguired

by the sulr seclion {3} of section 30 of the Banking Regulation Act, 3949 we repart

that:

a. We have soughl amd oxcept for the matters described in the Basis for
Adlverse Opindon section, obtained all tw information ami explanagons
which 1o the best of our knewlodge and beliet, were necessary lor the

PUSpPOses OF Osr st

b. Except far the possible offects of the matters described in the Pasis for
Adverse Opinion section. [N our epinion, the transactions of the Branch,

which have come (o our nolice, have boen within the powers of the Bank; and

<. Except for the possible offects of the matters described in the Basis for
Advorse Opintont sechion, In our opinien, the returns reccived from the

Branch have been found adeguate for the purposes of our aadit;

d. Except for the possible offects of the matkers described in the Dasis for

Acdverse Opinion sectionin our opinion the profit and loss account shotes a

true batance for the period covered by such account.

16, We further report that:

Ethics. We believe that the audit cvidence we have obtained iy sufficient and

appropriate te provide a basis for adyerse opinion on the Financial Slalemenls.

0l As stabed in Schulale 1 of the fHnmcin! statepneirts  there was an Dicrease in share
capital frore Koo 3,37,19,250/4 10 s 10,83, 71050 during the fnaacici year. As per
Deltn Ca-Operative Society Rules (DCS Rufes) 2007, apphcable o Urbae Co-
Operwtive Banks nader the NCT of Defl, Uy stare capitil it per member is
RS, 20,000/ Hotvwrer, the bank jus acoepted stare capital v oxcess of the Tasit stated
abore wirich i nol iz tine with DCS Rudes. The share capifal kas bees incevased By

Hie bartk after nposiion of AN Tnciustor Directions (ATD) by RAL

L) Ag per RB! noras Bunk 3 requived fo creale r provision of 5% on Dicesboents held
in AFS & HIT category, The banic kas 1ot created iy preovision during the year |
Teiveorr, the accimndnted provision as or 31032023 ps per the books vas Rs

8,40, 681/ inslend of Rs, 1,60, 78,1605~

Accordingly, by et crenting appropriate proviston Bw bank bas overslated 105 profit
by Kn. 1,59, 37,505/~

<) That Hee fomnchd sintenreats fuia Been materially widsshaded doe to nveny application
of policies releting to Jucome Recogintion and Provistoinkg MNorwes . Hieveliy resalting

1ee teeadegreie disclusiore in froetad shakemeits,

i} In fe Loon Afc’s af Sie Shekliar (A Na- Q3Z600000R901) | Sh. Narvender Singh-
AL No-020700047101) and Sk Grersueet Singh (A 1o 12602043801 recovery
smade by the bank fus been divectiy set off with  principal  oulstandixg and na
COgMETANCR TORS ZEWA d0 NHigation eapenses aud interest fying i micmoramadum

rocaitids

Fhe effect of bie abseroatian on fnancisl statemen! conld nol be ascertaines.

1) Iir U cases grouped wveder e Tead * Advaces

Jormiing pert of Schedide 8 of e

Sinrncial skaterenis eherenr the amownt was transferred fromt Mar Banking Asseis

Obtain an underskanding of inkernal financial contrels relevant o 1he audit m
vrder to desiyn audit’ procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances but
not for the purpese of exprossing an vpinicon on the etfectiveness of the Bank's
intoenal contral,
Evalnale the approprialences of avconmnting  policies  uvswd  and  the
reasonableness of acvcounting estimates and related  disclosures made by

management.

Conclude ¢ the appropriateness of management’s use of the going concern
basis of accounting and, based on the audit evidence obtained, wlwther a
material uncertainty exists refated to events or conditions  that may  cast
significant dowbs on the Bank’s ability fo continue as a gotng concarn. I s
conclude that 2 material urcertainty exists, we are required 10 drasw attengion
our auditor's report Lo the related disclosumes in thwe Financial Statements or, if
such disclosures are inadeyuate, to modify our opinion. Qur conclusions ane
based on the audit evidence obtained up to the dake of cur auditor's report
However, future events or conditions may cause Lhe Bank 1o cease o continue

as a going concern.
B

Evaluate the overall presentabion, structure and content of the Uinandial
Statements, including 1he disclosures, arwd whether the Financial Statements
reprosent e underlying ransactions and events in a manner that achieves lair

presentation

We communicaie with those charged with governanre teganding, among other
malters, the planned scope and fiming of the awdit amd signilicant aadit findings,
including any signilicant deficicrcies in inlermal contro? that we jdentify during oor

audit.

We also provide Lhose charged swith govumanee with a sktemernt Ehat we have
complied with  relevant ethical reguirements regarding indepondence, and to
communicate with them all relationshups and vther matiers that may reasonably be

thought 1o bear on our indepeadence, and swhere applicable, related saleguards.

a) Except for the possible effects of 1he matters deseribed in the Basis for
Adverse Opininn socfion. In our opiniom, preper baoks of account as
reqguired by law have been kepl by the Baak so tar as it appears from our
examination of these books;

b ) The Balarnce Sheet and the Profit and Loss account dealt with by this
repirt are I agreement with the books of account;

v} Excopt far the possible effects of the matters descrilsed in the Sasis for
Adverse Opinion section. In our opinion, the Balance Sheet and the 'rofit
and Loss Account comply with Lhe applicable accounting standacds, to the
extenl they are nol inconsistenl with the accounting policics preseribed by
RBL

For G5 KOHLI & CO.
Chartered Accountants

Tarther
M. Mo 542061

Place :New Delhi
Dotz :28:66,2023
L'l_)l[\': LS BGOOZC2739

aeueired peconnt e Lonn Account as pev REI justrictions, the amtainit of interess

provided bie rrenaravidiere accosiced huas ot feen reireshirted,

(e wftect of Hhe obseroakion on ginencind statemend conldd not be ascertained..

fiE) Theat men wuscuerc ! of Rs, 27, 45,616/~ which was due from MNeow Constroections (AL
No-O40700002300 haus been woritfen off during the yerr . The lonn was gioesr againsi
tle properfy sitveled «f Dloi No.-226/B, Third Floor welth Roof Rights, Prakash
Mahalio, Eesf of Kailasit, New Delfid. Tiwe said properfy twas last revafued do July
2013, wlere Hre warket valne pas ascertcbined ot Re 42, 75000/~ Tiwe properfy twas
reledsed to Hre borroioer soithoud recovering the full et aufsimni’uas agm‘usr the

Loga,

Aecardingly Hie toriting off Uee lonnt mnonet the loangassets of the bavds as veell profet

oof thie bk fues Dewer reclnices,

The gffect of ofl the aforesaid obsercnbions represein! o substatalial proportisie af

finienciad stafeniends arwl that tie misstiteienis are bath suelerial ond pervasiee o the

fiwerneial stafnends.

Emphasis of Matters

e Arferfion is froited fo Sciedete 2 of e firsercial stekcieenis welierein the bank
Iras revvilued ids office lend from frov R 868,498,214/ to Bs. Q82 28,000/ w1 e basis
of velieationt yeport ofitarnced frons bank ergrangdled cndwers. The tnst recodintion wes
darie By the bank in year F.Y 2005 2076, Thal duae ta this reodlicalion Mo Balience i1
rentliirtion reseioe ncconnd kas increasedd by Rs. 1,13, 79, 788/

Hoewewver, our epinion is nol meaadified in respect of this maner stated abave.

b) Attention is incited to Schedile 7 of the forancurl séatements wharein tn lervs of
master circular on Lireestmznts/ the totel SLR secrrities helit in te HTM cafegory
should not be wore Uimn 25 percent of the NI as one fast Friday of the secomrd
HTM invesinienis

_'Urf.'cedr’lrg 'ﬁ:vr'hxighu‘. Hovwever, e bank zus lhaving lotal
xeeeding thie stiprelated porcerntage of 25% of NDTL,

Flowever, our opinion is not modified in respect of this manter stated abowva.

Other Information

&) The Bank’s Board of Dircctars is respensible for the other information. The
other information comprises the information included in the Board’s Report,
but dovs not include the [inancial stalements and our awditer's report

thereon.

Qur opinivn on  the financial slatemenls does nob cover the  other

information and we do nal oxp S ANY jorm of aszurance conclusion
thercan.

In connection with our audit of the financial ssaternents, vur responsibility is
to read the other infermation and. in deing so, consider swhetber the other
inforomation is materially inconsistent with the linancial statemunts or our
knowledge obtained in the audil or otherwise appears to be materially
misstaicd. 11, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there
is a material misslatement of this othoer inforroagon, we are reqoired ta

report that fact. W bave nothing to report in this regard.

Report en Other Legal and Regulatory Reguirements

9) Except for the possible cffects of the mattees described in the Basis for Adverse
Crpinion soction. In our opinion, the Balance Sheet and the Profit and Loss Account
have been drawn up in accordance with Scelion 1% Banking Regulations Act, 1949

as far as it appears from vur examination of those books,

10 ) The bank as per AL was roquired to report acceptance of share capital to RB!

1 a manthly basis which was not adhered oo

11) The bank was per RBI Norms was roquired to got 5 Audit conducted every

vear. However no audit was undertaken during the financial year.

'12) The bank was placed undar (All [nclusive [irections) AID From the ciose of

business on July 08, 2022 Jdue to detoriating financiak position. The RBI had

RAMGARHIA CO-OPERATIVE BANK LIMITED
1/4. DESH BAMDHU GUPTA RDAD, PARARSANY, NEW DELCH-110055
BALANCE SHEET A5 AT 2157 MARCH, 2023

[ Schedute As AL As At
No 313t March 2023 | 315t March 2022
A. |Capltal & Liabilities
1|CARITAL 1 10.83.71,050 5,37.1%,250
F{RESEAVT & SURTLUS 2 07.17.925 (1.17.35.413)
APRIMTIFAL ¢ SUASIDIARY STATE PARTNESSHIP FUND ACCTUNT
HPEPOSITS SN0 DTHER ACCOUNTS 3 B4.05,67,480 235
L{BORREWINGS - -
GJATHER LIASILITY AMD PROVISIZNS 4 0,38 54,852 14,94,75,583
TOTAL 1,26,45,11,037 1,37,99,14,158
B [szets
L{CASH ARD BALANCES WTH RESTRVE BANK O3 [NDIA 5 1.67,41,530 246,10 687
2{BALAMCES WITH GANKS AND MIANEY AT OOLL & SHORT NOTICE 3 1592,13,342 20,43,57,935
3[IWVESTRIZNTS 7 5B, &0,20,250 54,04, 78,720
HAaDWAHCES 8 27,56,D8,456 31,18,11,734
L|SITHFR ASSETS 9 12,63,53,15¢ 17,42,58,1
GFIKED NESETS 10 13,25,71,883 EREF SN
S NOM-TAMKING ASSETS ACQUIRED IN SATISFACT.OM OF CLAIMS - 3,38,76,182
TOTAL 1,26,45,13,037 1,37,99,14,158
C. [CONTINGENT LEABILETIES 11 1.23, 19 1.35,
D. [Skgnificant Accounting Pelicies 12
E |Noteson Accaunts 13
F |8l for Callection

g fﬁ’"‘ﬂ"m

Amarit Singh | Satpal Singh
Reeclen) (Gir=czor}

; TS

: ol
e U:v:‘//
Baldev singh ’G:‘S. Sandhu
\TireTsor) [Wes-Chairman)

e
Rahjeet Kaer
(Chalsperon)

Place : NEW BELH!
Date T 2B.06.2023

As per our 4udit Report of even date
ForG. 5. Kohli & Ca.
Chartered Accauntants
FRN 0DIAOZN T

(Partiner)
Mo 544051

Ui 43 St g 1EARO7ZC TS

o} Artertiior 15 invited By Schedide N 3 of the finoncial sinlemeils ichene uaanonnd
af Re. 70,48,063/- after u'mkii:g pravision of Rs. 1783516/~ in bhe current financial
year was shonur as Latigntiea Suspesrse (Recefoable) which inclides wmeennd incierred
tegenrds property msurance, teification, legel dinrges, visit clarges wedich izt ke
adinsted dganins! NPA recovery periaining to carlier year . These cxpenses shonld
Digze Beca clmrged to profit & loss acconnt iu the costceryed year itself, The reseree of
the fwrak hies been aversialed to siech exlen).

However, cur apinion is not maodified in respect of this matier stated abowve.

i} Allesrtioor is dnvitedd o peiind nos U af sclicdicde-13 Motes 1o Acconnts wiierein the bank
G infornwed  “Copital to Risk- Wiighted Assets Rglie {CRAR)” as 21.35%
considering the capital balanee of Rs. 10,83, 71,050, If the capibal wordd not had e
increased and cepital of Bs. 5,37, 19,250 lied taken hen Hee CRAR woddd be -2.78%

Howsrear, our opinion is not medified in respoct of this matter stated above.

Key Audit Mattors

5} Koy muxlit matters are those mallers that in our prolessional judgment were of
rnost significance i our audit of the tinancial statements of Lhe current pertod. These
matiers woere addressed in the context of our audit of the financial staternents as a
whole and in torming our opinion Ihergon and we do not provide a separate apinion

on theso matlers.

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements

6 ) The Bank's Board of Directors is responsible with respect to the preparation of
these financial statements that give true and fair view of the financial positon and
financial performance of the Bank in accordance with the accounting principles
gencrally accepted in India, including the Accounting Standards issued by 1CAL
amd provisions of section 29 of the Banking, Regulation Act, 1 949 and circulars and

guidelines issued by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) from time to timne This

Other Information
By The Bank’s Board of Directnrs is

prnsible for the other information. The
other information comprises the informatien included in the Board's Report,
but dows not include the [inancial stalements and our auditor’s report

therean.

Cur opinivn on the financial statements dees nob cover the  other
information and we do nol express any form of assurance conclusion
thereon.

In connection with cur audit of the finascial staternents, our responsibility is
to read the other infermation and. in deing so, consider swhether the othor
infermation is matertally inconsistent with the financial sratements or our
knowledge obtained in the audil or otherwise appears to be materially
misstated. 11, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there
is a material misslatenent of this other indozroation, sve are equired ta

raport that fact. W have nothimg to report in this regard.

Report on Other Legal and Regulatory Reguirements

9 Except for the possible cftfects of e matters described in the Basis for Adverse
Opinion seefion, In our opinion, the Balance Sheet and the Profit and Loss Account
have bwen drawn up in accordance with Scolion 2% Banking RegulaBons Act, 1949

as far ag it appears from vur examination of those beoks,

10 ) The bank as per AlD svas required to report acceplance of share capital to B!

M a mmonthly basis which was not adhered ko,

11) Fhe bank was per REI Norms was required o got 15 Audit conducted every

year. However no audit was undertaken during the financiat year.

.12} The bank was placed under (All Inclusive Directions) AID from the ciose of

business on July 08, 2022 due to detoriating financial position. The RBl had

RAMGARHIA CO-OPERATIVE BANK LIMITED
144, DESH RAHTHLU GUPTA ROAD, PASIARGANS, HEW DELIH- 110055
PROFIT & LOSS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 315T MAALH, 2023

Amount Ay
Farticulars stheculle As At Year Eo:t;:d
No 3ist March 2023 315¢ March 2022
A | INCOME
L]mteeest eaened 14 & L 10E65 904,74 439
210ther Inceme 15 31,898 21,3300
3lExtpn Tevisinn witien bask
(0N Frive. For Sther Assets 40180049 LED,AL A0
(i) On Stand-ed Assats -
Total 7,4a,29,320 20,76,14,349
. | EXPENDITURE
Zfintarast fupenenl 16 3,3%,17,110 4,00, 917
Jf0oeralin: expenses 17 2,82,76,507 492,382
IPravsions and enatinpesces ] 37IRATT 54,62 557
Tatal 6,74,30,000 10.22,38,506
C, e profifions i fo the year 69,894,200 53,75,843
Prislitsinss -} Bronght forwaid {15,10,97,925) {15,64,73,368),
BALANCE OF FROFIT TRANSFERRED T BALANCE SHEET {19,91,03,645) {15,10,97.525)
0. [Significant Accounting Policies 12
E [Niateson Agcoents 13

Al od A0 - p - !
) / K =
= SR i I:?',{T},(UI}“ ‘\lgg/-'/ \V :
Daljit Singh -Aarfit Singh Cf” Satgal Slagh  Baldev Singh WS Sandhe  Ranjest Kaur
(Chisf Exsrutivn E%iner) \Direcior] [iregiony DA &ctar} |Vice-Chalamaa)  (Chalrpzrsani

Ag per our Audit Report of even dare
For G. 5. Kahli & €o.
Charterag Accaunt

Place : NEW DELHI
Date : 2B.06.2023

:v- i+
ANKUR GULATY
{Partner) ‘
M.No.544061
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EDITORIAL THE SIKH TIMES (6>

Love, sports and dhokha

Hockey isn't particularly glamorous. Actresses and models, seeking parity in status and glamour, thus flock to cricket, not hockey or

Remembering
Khushwant Singh,

provocative but honest

I must be one of the few academics living in Delhi
and interested in Indian English writing who
never met Khushwant Singh. And to think that we
lived quite close to each other for a long time, and
that later in life, I would have an office in-charge
who used to type for Khushwant Singh in the
olden days! I promptly began to type all my
writing myself instead of leaving me open to
comparison with the great man!

Make no mistake, Khushwant Singh was a good
writer, even if he is known to a majority of his
readers for his collections of jokes and his popular
newspaper columns. According to official
records, he was born in Hadali (now in Pakistan)
on February 2, 1915, though he always claimed
August 15 as his birthday. This column is because
I am going with the official birthday and
celebrating his birth anniversary, even if about 10
days late!Khushwant Singh was, perhaps, the
most well-known Indian English writer of his day,
his columns read religiously by people who
would look for jokes submitted by them or people
known to them. He was appreciated both for his
humour, which could be directed against himself
or his community, as well for the interactive
nature of his column. He was read for his views on
sex, politics and religion. He was seen as the
genial sardar, one who was provocative but
honest.

His stint as editor of the Illustrated Weekly of India
is the stuff of legends. He turned a staid magazine
into one of the most-read weeklies, with his
collectible issues on various communities of
India, even while others read him for the freedom
he brought to his discussion of various
orthodoxies and social mores. He was an agnostic
who was fascinated by faith, a scholar of Sikhism,
one who also translated the scriptures. He also
had a lasting interest in Urdu poetry and has some
significant translations into English. I must add
that his career as editor of the Illustrated Weekly
also saw his fondness for Sanjay Gandhi
expressed during the Emergency. He did not
distance himself from the Gandhis when the
Congress lost the elections after the Emergency
was lifted and paid the price for it.

Mentioning the Emergency brings me to notice that
his life spanned World War II (he once said that
his village provided more soldiers to the Imperial
forces in terms of percentage of population than
any other village!), Partition and Independence,
Emergency, the Khalistan movement, Operation
Bluestar, Indira Gandhi’s assassination and the
anti-Sikh riots of 1984, the many Hindu-Muslim
riots, and the rise of religious fundamentalism
(which he abhorred and wrote against, warning
his readers about those he called ‘fundoos’).

hushwant Singh published more than a dozen
literary works but even if he had not published
any after his first novel, ‘Train to Pakistan’
(1956), his place in our literary canon would have
been pucka. This is a modern classic, one which
depicts the events leading to Partition and

TWO fatal attacks by stray dogs in a week at

Cop accused of rape — if you heard such news, you’d

not fall off your chair in surprise. But if the cop is a
national hockey player, celebrated winner of a bronze
medal at the Olympics, you’d be forced to take note —
for didn’t he, along with others, make your eyes moist
when he raised the Indian flag at the Tokyo Olympics
three years ago? Can such a man be a criminal?

Just days after being appointed a DSP in Punjab Police

for his heroics with the national team, Varun Kumar
was accused of rape by a Bengaluru woman; it is
alleged that she was 17 when Varun started a
relationship with her after they got in touch on
Instagram. She alleges that their relationship lasted
five years, ending when he refused to marry her and
‘ghosted” her — a term signifying termination of
communication on electronic devices. A POCSO case
was slapped on Varun and he’s out of the national team
for now and could miss the Paris Olympic Games.

Hockey isn’t particularly glamorous, a poor cousin to

cricket — actresses and models, seeking parity in
status and glamour, thus flock to cricket, not hockey,
let alone more earthy sports like wrestling or
weightlifting. In cricket, some relationships do result
in marriage.But hockey stars, donning the national
colours, have charisma, too; weighed with gold and
silver won on the field, akin to wounds on the bodies
of ancient warriors, they too exert certain
gravitational pull on the opposite sex. Varun’s case
has eerie parallels with the case of former India
captain Sardar Singh, who got engaged to Ash
Bhogal, who had become the first Sikh girl to play for
the junior England hockey team. Just a teenager, Ash
Bhogal fell for Sardar and they got engaged a decade
ago. At the 2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow,
they were often seen together, and she would wave his
No. 8 jersey wildly. She visited him in India, and
photos of her observing ‘karwa chauth’ appeared on
social media. They made an in interesting couple —
the teen and the relatively avuncular India star,
possibly the last great Indian player. Then things went
insanely awry — she accused him of raping her on the
false promise of marriage; she alleged that Sardar
would beat her up, and that he forced her to undergo an
abortion. Ash spent months in India, seeking justice
— then it seemed she saw the futility of it all: long-
drawn investigation and judicial processes, which
could possibly affect her mental health. She gave up
and went back to the UK.

At that time, one wondered if it were a case of a

relationship going horribly wrong; but the case never
went to court, for a Punjab Police panel gave him the

Independence, simply one of the best novels on
the period. His understanding of the place and
time, of societal forces, of the contingent nature of
order, the nature of human beings, allows him to
write a taut, well-paced narrative. The novel
illustrates one of Khushwant Singh’s life-long
beliefs that only love and sex can bring
communities together, that love was what we
needed, not tolerance. This novel speaks to all
who have experienced such partitions — I once
spoke on the novel (and showed the film version)
to a packed hall in the buffer zone between Greek
and Turkish Cyprus where people from both sides
congregate for cultural events. The audience was
hugely appreciative of the book and people spoke
of their own experiences of such a divide.
Khushwant Singh died on March 20, 2014, but he
had already written an obituary for himself in
1943! He also wrote an epitaph that read, “Here
lies one that spared neither man nor God;/ Waste
not your tears on him, he was a sod;/ Writing nasty

It calls for a review of the policies so as to

Passan Kadim village in Kapurthala district of
Punjab exemplify the complete lack of sincerity
of civic bodies across the state in keeping cities
and towns clean as well as safe. That such
incidents — pedestrians becoming victims of
assaults and canines turning man-eaters due to
various reasons — are regularly reported across
the country is distressing and has spread fear
and insecurity among residents of localities
abounding with packs of stray dogs.

effectively mitigate the conditions that trigger a
proliferation of stray dogs and make some of
them turn killers. Rapid urbanisation,
inefficient waste disposal and poorly enforced
animal control measures are largely to blame
for the sorry state of affairs. The ill-maintained
carcass dumping yard (hadda rori) at Passan

things he regarded as great fun.

Some of my generation, and almost all those that
remain of an older one, have lamented the end of the
art of letter writing. I cannot recall the last time I
handwrote a letter, put it in an envelope, gummed a
stamp, thumped it down and slipped it all into a
letterbox. And no, one did not perform that criminal
activity, taking that awful shortcut of stapling shut
the casing, so that those who had to open it would
require extreme caution to prevent their fingers from
being pricked. For that matter, the only envelopes
one seems to see now, are those that hold money to be
passed on at weddings, birthdays and other
occasions. Thicker ones, perhaps several, as one is
told, go to those beyond the pale of friends and
relatives, and are handed over for reasons beyond the
scope of this column.

A few may recall how a handwritten letter was
prepared. It was like inscribing a gourmet meal on
paper. The choice of letter-paper mattered. Fine
onion-layered for light-weight airmail; pale blue
Oxford, or heavy paper in light cream or stark white
for regular letters. For an expensive indulgence,
something like Irish vellum could be bought at select
stationers. Often enough, the letter-sheet was
personalised with the name and address.For
convenience, the readymade inland letter and the
airmail could be purchased at the post office — and
still can be. On demand, the readymade inland letters
came ruled, and in those equally readymade lines, we
wrote to family, friends and preceding today’s slick
dating sites, made pen-pals with strangers and learnt
of other lands. If one was really hard-pressed, then
sheets torn from an exercise book would suffice. The
writing format on all was similar. The address up on
the right, the date just below it — and one never ever
used just a numerical format, the month had to be
spelt out either in English or if you preferred and

other earthy sports. In cricket, some relationships do result in marriage

clean chit in the absence of evidence. But what if her
allegations, especially of physical abuse and forcible
abortion, had some substance and were not figments
born of pique and anger? Was Ash Bhogal denied
justice?In the case of the cricketers, it’s possible that
girls who chase them won’t file police cases. Most of
them probably know that they’re just making up
numbers for the players — that flings won’t turn into
relationships, and certainly not into marriages.

Five years back, the Hardik Pandya-KL Rahul

controversy flared up after the two made
‘misogynistic’ comments about women in a TV talk
show — about girls who make themselves available to
cricketers for a brief fling, only to be discarded for
more girls who’re simply queuing up for a brush with
fame and infamy. There was a maelstrom of
controversy, and the two were accused of ‘misogyny’
and demeaning women.

They apologised and were punished by the cricket

board. But it’s essential to understand the context
fully, including the modern sexual mores of the
young, the transitory nature of love and relationships,
and the ignominy of — horror, horror! — being single
and deemed undeserving of love.ricketers turn

Mauled by dogs

Distressing cases warrant decisive action

Letters from a forgotten past

The art of letter writing was like inscribing a gourmet meal on paper

were writing in Hindi, then in the Vikrami calendar.
One was taught how to end the letter, who was sent
this ‘Lovingly’, who received this ‘Faithfully’ and
who had to settle for a “Yours Truly’.

Practically, all personal letters began by enquiring
after the person’s health — no matter how robust he
or she was. This would be followed by information
about one’s own health, whether the reader was
interested or not. Then, living in the hills, one always
spoke about the weather. At a time like this, when
snow has finally dusted the hills, we would have
gone overboard. We would have explained how we

managed when the power went off, or when the
waterpipes froze. How doors always opened
inwards, so that the household did not remain trapped
inside and could worm its way out. How one slipped
on compacted snow or tied rope over shoes to keep
them from slipping. That there was a special
technique to tie chains on car tyres for greater
traction. It was only years later that my cousins and
friends, who lived in the big cities of the plains,
asked, “What was all this about the weather? We
were not interested.” That was that. The opening
lines of years of letter writing were thrown out of the

millionaires overnight in these days of T20 leagues,
some of them barely out of their teens, and they’re
immediately faced with the temptation very difficult
to resist. At the IPL parties during Lalit Modi’s times,
people paid to get in, and the most beautiful girls,
including models and cheerleaders, would have
access to an exclusive area where they could hobnob
with the stars.

The players had beautiful girls throwing themselves on

them, and it’s not difficult to understand why the
players consider them as just a number, to be
discarded. Is it misogyny, or hatred for women, then,
that Pandya was exhibiting when he talked about
picking up girls at parties or nightclubs? It wasn’t
hatred, surely! It was, if we are to crudely apply
business terms to human beings, a case of diminishing
value of the girls due to their easy availability.Five
years after the Pandya-Rahul controversy, it seems
that in these days of easily available substitutes after
breakups, the devaluation of love and lovers is much
more mainstream — it would be hard to call that
misogyny. It’s leading to distrust, insecurity and
mental distress; but then, perhaps love never lacked

such accompaniments.

Kadim is believed to have led the strays to
become feral scavengers.

The sterilisation and vaccination of stray dogs
and shelter and adoption programmes are
among the compassionate solutions that strike
a balance between ensuring public safety and
respecting animal rights. However, there
seem to be gaps in the implementation of these
policies. Technology should be leveraged to
execute the plans, with the stray dogs being
monitored with GPS tracking collars.
Efficacious strategies can then be devised to
address the problem.

Ifall else fails and the aggressive dogs continue
to imperil human lives, it would not be wrong
to consider the contentious option of culling
the killers. The frequent fatal attacks on
children and adults, especially the elderly, by
dogs warrant decisive action.

window.The old inland letter form had half its size
left blank on the reverse. As children, we’d make
drawings there. To my seven-year-old mind, a
drawing of the standard two hills with the sun
wedged between them, a plane overhead and
additions of a house, a tree and a stream were an
exceptional achievement. This was coloured and
sent to a favourite aunt. When she showed this to me
years later, | had scrawled below that masterpiece,
“Please keep this drawing.” While she had, this may
have been a cheap way on my part of avoiding buying
a picture-postcard, or one may have had secret
ambitions that one day this would appear in a frame
in a gallery. But this was not a patch on what my sister
sent. This was work done systematically and
diligently, and as far and as wide as the Indian postal
system could carry it — additions, subtractions and
multiplication tables, basically a repetition of her
homework, were sent off as gentle loving missives.
‘A correspondence course’ to edify and educate the
extended family, as our mother put it.

Both our grandfathers wrote to our parents and I still
have some of those letters that were once
extraordinarily neat, and then, became somewhat
illegible as these men aged. In green ink from a
fountain pen, our Dadaji exhorted my father or
complained about certain things. In what I assume
was chaste Urdu (as I can’t read that wonderfully
calligraphed script), my Nanaji must have filled the
pages with kind words for his son-in-law and much-
loved daughter.There was another set of letters.
These were from me sent to my parents while [ was at
hostel. Apart from the standard refrain, ‘send
money’, these also had bits of news of how one was
doing. Thanks to those letters, and thanks to my
father who decided these should be preserved, I met
another me. Someone one was so many decades ago.
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The many benefits of raw

,\l

“oconut ol

Coconut oil is also an effective makeup remover. Regularly using coconut

oil on your body not only helps lighten the skin, but also helps rid scars and

dark patches. Massage it onto your skin after a bath every day and you can

do without a body cream.

Its also an excellent hair tonic. A massage with warm coconut oil brings

back lost shine and makes hair soft and manageable. It also helps reduce

protein loss, which makes your hair healthy and attractive. Trying to grow
your hair? Then use coconut oil regularly.

This oil is also good for loosing weight, maintaining cholesterol level,

boosting the immune system, aiding in proper digestion and regulating

metabolism. There is a misconception that coconut oil is not good for the

heart because it contains large quantities of saturated fats. But this is

far from the truth. Coconut oil contains about 50% lauric

acid, which actively prevents various problems that

affect the heart, such as high cholesterol levels

and high blood pressure.

If you are

struggling with
dry skin and

hair, a jar of
coconut oil could
be your best
friend. Its light
texture,
moisturizing
properties and
easy availability
make it one of
the best
remedies to dry
skin.
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Sandeshkhali horror: Allegations of
systemic rape agaln rlnamool members

Sandeshkhali has been in the news since
the attack on ED officials who had gone
to raid Trinamool leader Sheikh
Shahjahan. Now, women are alleging
systemic sexual exploitation by
Trinamool members. BJP leaders are
demanding action.

New Delhi. The party (Trinamool) men would
come and survey a home that has a beautiful
wife, whose girl is young. Then they take the
women to the party office... Nights after
night they would be kept there... till they are
satisfied," alleged a woman in a video that
has now gone viral. Allegations of systemic
sexual exploitation and land grabbing
against local Trinamool Congress leaders are
emerging from Sandeshkhali in West Bengal.
Sheikh Shahjahan, amember of the local Zila
Parishad, is the prime culprit, the women
alleged.It is the same Sheikh Shahjahan who
is absconding after the Enforcement

premises.Sandeshkhali is in West
Bengal's North 24 Parganas district. It
is an island in the Sunderbans, close to
the Bangladesh border, and is
reachable only by boat."Sheikh
Shahjahan and his gang established a |
'reign of terror' where the dignity and
modesty of women belonging to the
SC & ST Communities have been
repeatedly violated. They forcefully
captured swathes of land belonging to
the Janjatiyas & Tribals," Suvendu
Adhikari, BJP's leader of opposition in
West Bengal and Nandigram MLA
wrote on X, on February 11.

According to reports, Section 144 of the CrPC

is imposed in some parts of Sandeshkhali,
because of the recent protests by the locals,
mainly women, armed with lathis, against
the exploitation by Shahjahan Sheikh and his
men.The police order prevents more than
four people from assembling in public. Some
parts of Sandeshkhali have also experienced
internet closures for the past few days.

ED TEAM ATTACKED DURING

SHEIKH SHAHJAHAN RAIDS

The village of Sandeshkhali came up in the

headlines following the attack on
Enforcement Directorate (ED) officials who
were on their way to raid a powerful local
Trinamool Congress leader, Sheikh
Shahjahan. The ED action was regarding an
alleged ration scam.Sheikh Shahjahan
absconded as a mob of hundreds attacked the
ED convoy, injuring the officers on January
5.1t is February 12 -- over a month since the
attack on the ED team -- and Sheikh
Shahjahan is still absconding.BJP leader
Suvendu Adhikari also gave the West Bengal
Governor CV Anand Bose, a 24-hour

ultimatum to intervene in
Sasndeshkali on Sunday (February
11).The situation in Sandeshlkhali is
such that West Bengal Governor CV
Anand Bose is on his way to
Sandeshkhali and the State Women's
Commission chairperson Leena
Gangopadhyay has reached
Sandeshkhali on Monday, February
12, which can only be reached using a
- ferry. There are no bridges across.
ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION IN
SANDESHKHALI
The recent protests by the women of
Sandeshkhali erupted in the past few days
after the allegations of sexual abuse against
the powerful Trinamool Congress leader
Shahjahan Sheikh and his associates became
more pronounced.The women, seemingly
emboldened by the absence of Sheikh
Shahjahan, have come out narrating the
horrors they have been facing.

"One might be the husband, but without rights.

One would have to let go of his wife," the
woman said in the video."They mistreat us,
the women here cannot live in safety. We

women fear going out. We want safety. My
husband, who runs a bank CSP
(mlcropayment kiosks in villages), had
hinted earlier that the leaders were eyeing all
the money. He usually tells me that he might
not live long" Sandeshkhali local Kanika Das
told Aaj Tak Bangla."The miscreants,
accompanied by the police, about 20-30 of
them, came home at 3 am. They kicked hard
on my door, broke my window, pulled me by
my hand, and hair and even snatched away
my baby daughter and threw her away,"
added Kanika Das, recollecting an incident
on February 10.They used to take the women
to the party (TMC) office and let them off in
the morning," said another woman in the
viral video.

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR

WOMEN SEEKSACTION

The National Commission for Women (NCW)

said it was "deeply disturbed" by the reports
and sought immediate intervention from the
state police."NCW is deeply disturbed by
reports alleging the wrongful confinement
and rape of Hindu women in Basirhat, West
Bengal by Sheikh Shahjahan at the TMC
party office.

Directorate (ED) tried to raid his

'Will blow up on Feb 13":
Amity school in Delhi's Saket
gets homb threat mail

New Delhi. The Amity International School in Delhi's
Saket received a bomb threat via e-mail on Monday,
causing panic. Following this, the bomb squad and
fire brigade were rushed to the scene.The e-mail
received at around 9 am warned that the school would
be bombed on February 13 and also demanded
money.The entire school was thoroughly checked but
nothing suspicious has been found so far. The police
team is still on the scene.A few days ago, Delhi Public
School located in south Delhi's RK Puram had
received a bomb threat via mail. Despite a thorough
search by the police and SWAT teams, nothing was
found.

Section 144 In Delhi For A
Month: Are Weddings,
Other Events Allowed

New Delhi. Determined to prevent any law and order
situation due to the mega farmers' march tomorrow,
Delhi Police today clamped prohibitory orders for a
month, banning public processions and bringing
several other restrictions.Here's a look at what is
allowed and what is notAny form of protest rally or
public meeting with more than five people stands
prohibited unless there is specific permission. Any
march for political, social or any other purpose is
barred.The order says no tractor trolleys or trucks
transporting people or materials, especially those
carrying sticks or any items that can be used as a
weapon of violence, shall be allowed to enter
Delhi.The order also bars collecting or carrying any
form or explosives, boulders, acid, petrol, sodawater
bottles or any item that can be used to cause danger to
anyone.Wedding and funeral processions and religious
rallies are allowed as long as they are organised after
permission from authority concerned. But the use of
any amplifier or loudspeaker on any private vehicle or
building or a public area is prohibited unless
specifically allowed.The order adds that vehicles
moving between Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Delhi will
be thoroughly inspected at checkpoints. It also says the
dissemination of any provocative slogan or message
through verbal, written or electronic means will be
considered unlawful.Delhi Police has said non-
compliance of the order will attract criminal
prosecution under Section 188, relating to
disobedience of an order issued by a public servant.

Appointment Of Deputy Chief
Minister Not Unconstitutional:
Supreme Court

New Delhi. The appointment of a Deputy Chief Minister
in a state is not unconstitutional, the Supreme Court
said on Monday while rejecting a petition.

The practice of appointing a Deputy Chief Minister is
adopted in many states to give slightly more
importance to senior leaders in the party or coalition of
parties in power, said a bench led by Chief Justice of
India DY Chandrachud."Even if you call someone
Deputy Chief Minister, it is still a reference to a
minister. A Deputy Chief Minister is the first and most
important minister in the state government. It does not
violate the Constitution," Chief Justice Chandrachud
said during the hearing. The petitioner had claimed that
the Constitution prescribes no post for a Deputy Chief
Minister and that it violates Article 14 (Right to
Equality) of the Constitution. This sets a wrong
example, the petition alleged, questioning the basis to
make such an appointment.Listen to the latest songs,
only on JioSaavn.comDeputy Chief Ministers are
often appointed to assist the Chief Minister of a state
and to accommodate senior coalition leaders in the
cabinet. Some states have more than one Deputy Chief
Minister while some have none. Andhra Pradesh has
five - the most in an Indian state.

Mani Shankar Aiyar calls Pakistanis
'biggest asset of India’, row erupts

New Delhi Congress leader Mani
Shankar Aiyar has courted fresh
controversy by calling the Pakistanis
the "biggest asset of India". He also
reiterated a call to open
communication channels between the
two nations.He made the remarks
while addressing an event in Lahore on
Sunday.Citing Pakistani daily Dawn,
ANI reported that the former Union
Minister said, "the Pakistanis, from my
experience, have been the people who
react, perhaps, overreact, to the other
side".If we are friendly, they are
overfriendly and if we are hostile, they
getover hostile," he said.

Aiyar further said that he had never been
to a country where he was welcomed
"with such open arms as he was in
Pakistan".According to the Pakistani
newspaper, the Congress leader also

reminisced about the time when he was
posted as the Consul General in Lahore
and said that everyone had looked after

dialogue" and suggested that
businessmen, students and
academics should continue
meeting outside the two countries,
"bypassing the governments".The
fresh controversy came less than
two weeks after a complaint was
filed against the Congress leader’s
daughter, Suranya Aiyar for a
social media post, condemning
the January 22 'Pran Pratishtha'
ceremony at the Ram Mandir in
Ayodhya.

him and his wife.He also spoke about On January 19, Suranya Aiyar wrote on

his book, 'Memoirs of a Maverick', in
which he mentioned several incidents
that showed "Pakistan as a completely
different country to what the Indians
imagine".The Congress leader also
reiterated a call for the civil society in
both Pakistan and India to "continue

Facebook that she would be observing
a fast for three days, starting from
January 22, in support for the
"Muslims of India" against what she
called was being done “in the name of
Hinduism and nationalism in
Ayodhya”.

Bengal Governor's convoy on way to
Sandeshkhali s’ropped by Trlnumool supporters

New Delhi West Bengal Governor CV
Ananda Bose's convoy was stopped
midway by Trinamool Congress
supporters as it was en route to tension-
hit Sandeskhali on Monday. The
supporters protested against the matter
of the central government not releasing
funds, which has been the focus of a
long-standing impasse between the
Trinamool Congress-led Bengal
government and the BJP-headed
Centre.Visuals showed people
gathered around the convoy and
showing posters while standing close
to the vehicles in the convoy of the

Bengal Governor amid much
commotion. Police also stopped the
media from visiting Sandeskhali.Bose
cut short his Kerala trip on Sunday for
his visit to Sandeskhali. Bengal BJP
MLAs are also slated to visit the village
today, where Section 144 banning
large gatherings was imposed. Tension
escalated in the region after local
women recently held protests
demanding the arrest of on-the-run
Trinamool Congress leader Sheikh
Shahjahan and his aides.The Left
parties have called for a strike in
Sandeshkhali today.Located in North

24 Parganas district, Sandeshkhali has
been the epicentre of political action in
the state with women protesting
against alleged sexual harassment by
Sheikh Shahjahan.Left parties,
meanwhile, have called the strike after
the arrest of CPI(M) leader and former
MLA Nirapada Sardar on Sunday
morning. Most of the shops and
markets in the region were closed
earlier in the day.CV Ananda Bose
landed at Kolkatad Netaji Subhash
Chandra International Airport on
Monday morning and started his

journey en route to Sandeskhali. "I was
in Kerala. When I heard the shocking
story of Sandeshkhali, I cut short my
scheduled and (planned to visit)
Sandeshkhali to know the real
messages of the locals over there," he
told reporters.Meanwhile, a team of
the West Bengal Women's
Commission visited "troubled spots"
in Sandeskhali earlier in the day, and
spoke to several women in the area
who had levelled sexual harassment
charges against Sheikh Shahjahan and
his aides.

4 Killers Of Soumya

Vishwanathan, Serving Life
Term, Given Bail

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court today granted bail
to four convicts serving life imprisonment in the
murder case of TV journalist Soumya
Vishwanathan.A bench of Justices Suresh Kumar
Kait and Manoj Jain suspended the sentence of
Ravi Kapoor, Amit Shukla, Baljeet Singh Malik
and Ajay Kumar till the pendency of their appeals
challenging their conviction and sentence.The
bench noted that the convicts have been in custody
for 14 years.The high court had on January 23
asked the Delhi Police to respond to the appeals
filed by the four convicts.

Soumya Vishwanathan, who worked with a leading
English news channel, was shot dead in the early
hours of September 30, 2008, on Nelson Mandela
Marg in south Delhi while she was returning home
from work in her car.

A special court had on November 26, 2023, awarded
two life terms to Ravi Kapoor, Amit Shukla,
Baljeet Malik and Ajay Kumar under Section 302
(murder) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
Section 3(1)(1) (committing organised crime
resulting in the death of any person) of the
Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA).The court had made it clear that the
sentences will run "consecutively".The fifth
convict, Ajay Sethi, was handed down three years
of simple imprisonment under section 411
(dishonestly receiving stolen property) of the IPC.

It, however, set off the three-year sentence against
the time Sethi had already served, noting he
remained in custody for more than 14 years and
underwent incarceration during the trial for
offences under the IPC and MCOCA for conspiring
to abet, aid, or knowingly facilitate organised
crime and receiving proceeds of organised crime.

Kapoor's counsel had submitted that he has been in
custody for the last 14 years and nine months and
urged the court to suspend his sentence during the
pendency of the appeal.A similar prayer for
suspension of sentence was also made by advocate
Amit Kumar, who represented Shukla, Malik and
Ajay Kumar.While sentencing Kapoor, Shukla,
Malik and Kumar to double life imprisonment, the
trial court had also imposed a fine of ? 1.25 lakh on
each ofthem. Ithad imposed a fine of ? 7.25 lakh on
Sethi.Recently, the high court denied parole to
Kapoor, considering the gravity of the offences
committed by Out of the four convicts, Kapoor,
Shukla and Malik were also convicted of killing IT
professional Jigisha Ghosh. The trio later
confessed to police they were also behind
Vishwanathan's murder, and the weapon used for
killing her was recovered from their
possession.The Delhi Police had said the motive
behind Vishwanathan's killing was robbery.

The trial court had awarded the death penalty to
Kapoor and Shukla and sentenced Malik to life
imprisonment in the 2009 Jigisha Ghosh murder
case.

What's Not Allowed In Delhi Ahead Of
Mega Farmer's March On Tuesday

Delhi Farmers Protest: Delhi Police have issued an order prohibiting large gatherings at all borders between Delhi and Uttar Pradesh

New Delhi. Ahead of the farmers' mega
protest march on Tuesday, the
government has intensified security
arrangements along the Singhu, Ghazipur
and Tikri borders in the national capital
region. Earlier this month, Samyukta
Kisan Morcha leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal claimed that over 200 farmers'
unions from across the nation would
participate in the "Delhi Chalo" march.

The farmers, preparing for the Delhi march
on February 13, demand the central
government enact a law guaranteeing
minimum support price (MSP) for crops.

Now let's take a look at what is allowed and
whatisnot:

Whatis not allowed?

- Delhi police have issued an order
prohibiting large gatherings at all borders
between Delhi and Uttar Pradesh.

- The entry of tractors, trolleys, buses,
trucks, and commercial vehicles into the
National Capital from Uttar Pradesh is

- No protestor is llowed to bear arms,
including firearms, swords, trishuls,
spears and rods.- Suspension of mobile

internet services and bulk SMS has also
been ordered by the Haryana government

in seven districts,
Kurukshetra, Kaithal,

including Ambala,
Jind, Hisar,
Fatehabad and Sirsa.- In several districts,
the Haryana government has also
suspended all dongle services provided
onmobile networks, except voice calls.

Whatis allowed?

As per the traffic advisory issued by the
Delhi police, “Traffic from Delhi going to
Ghaziabad through the Gazipur border
may take Pushta Road in front of
Akshardham temple or Patparganj
Road/Mother Dairy Road or Chaudhary
Charon Singh Marg ISBT Anand Vihar

and exit from Maharajpur or Apsara
border in UP Ghaziabad.”The officials
will impose diversions around the
Singhu Border, for people going to
Haryana from Delhi.While the
movement of heavy/commercial
vehicles/trucks going towards
Bahadurgarh and Rohtak is allowed,
they are advised to use Najafgarh
Nangloi Road from Nangloi Chowk to
enter Haryana via Najafgarh Jharoda
Border.In conversaton with NDTYV,
police sources revealed that more than a
thousand Delhi Police personnel have
been deployed on the borders. To stop
farmers from entering the national
capital, the officials have installed
security barricades at the borders.In
addition, an official revealed that nails
have been put on roads to stop protesting
farmers from entering the city in vehicles.
The police sources told NDTV, “As many as
1,000 to 1,500 Delhi Police personnel will
be deployed in each of these border areas.
However, the pattern of deployment and
the number of personnel will change as
per the situation in these areas.”
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How to get a

Summer is the season to keep your daily make-up at bay
as you have to deal with harsh sun rays and sticky
sweat.Managing that fresh and pretty look all summer
long is not an easy task. However, here are some make-
up tricks to help you breeze through this season...

1YOUR CLEANAND PREP SKIN

Clean your face by using citrus perfumed non-oil based
face wash and cleanser.Moisturising is a key step to have
the fresh look because it creates a great base for any
makeup. Hydrate by applying moisturiser to your face

Fresh

Look this season

%

b

7 deadly skin sins

How you age is not just a matter of your genes.
Your skin is pretty much a reflection of your
lifestyle, which, in turn, is all about how you
eat, drink and live. If you are moaning and
groaning over why your skin is suddenly
looking dull, lifeless, tired or just old, check if
you haven't committed one or more of the
seven deadly skin sins.

1. Dehydration

Are you getting enough water? Dehydration
could be the reason why you look older than
you are, and wrinkled. Lack of this
wonderfully-replenishing lifesaver dries out
your skin — your body's largest organ — and
dry skin is more susceptible to wrinkling than
hydrated skin. You need about 8-12 glasses or
about 2-3 litres of water a day. It will help you
slow down, or even reverse, the aging process.

2. Foods high in sugar and
fat

You see the effects of oxidation all around you -
the rotting of fruit is the best example. When
oxygen in the air comes in contact with the
fruit, it slowly turns brown and eventually rots.
Oxidation, while occurring naturally outside
the body, is harmful if it occurs inside your

.__H_H

body. Inside, the process of oxidation releases
'free radicals' that slowly damage organs,
including the skin, aging it. Certain things we
eat and drink, like fried or sugary foods, are
oxidants. Antioxidant foods (green teas, fresh
fruits and vegetables) reverse the oxidation
process.

3. Caffeine

Caffeine, found in teas, coffees, cola drinks
etc., cause oxidative stress and are also
dehydrating. They leave you more thirsty than
when you started.

4. Alcohol

Like caffeine, alcohol is the ultimate aging
double whammy - it is high in sugar, which
causes oxidative stress, and dehydration.
Alcohol strips your skin of nourishment.

5. Smoking

Vitamin C is an excellent antioxidant, and is
also known as a free radical scavenger.
Smoking depletes your body's quota of Vitamin
C, and adds even more free radicals, fast-
tracking the aging process. Add leafy greens
and citrus fruits in your diet. Quit smoking.

6. No vegetable juice
Vegetable juices are fantastic antioxidants that
brim with nourishing and healing properties. In
amixie, not ajuicer, blend the juice of three
.. raw vegetables. Add about half the
" pulp back to the glass, some water
“.._ and season to taste. Drink up

e .
Y daily to look younger.
7. Sleep
', deprivation
% Sleep is when your skin
| repairs itself. If you
are not clocking
enough sleep hours,
you may be aging
ahead of your time.
There's a reason it's
call 'beauty sleep'.
Now, the good news.
All of the above are
self-induced, lifestyle
choices, old habits
that can be broken. It
doesn't matter how old
you are, the power to
look young, fresh and
healthy is more in your hands
than you think.

BEAUTY

and neck. Do not forget to use a thick coat of sunscreen
lotion of a higher SPF value.

2TONE CORRECT YOUR SKIN

Apply liquid foundation, using a foundation sponge only

where you need it -covering any redness or blemishes --so

your natural skin is exposed as much as possible.

Delicately tap concealer under your eyes to even out any
darkness with a brush or a finger. Then apply translucent
powder at T-zone to create a matte finish.

3BROWS ENHANCE YOUR
Shape your brows for symmetry in length and colour
using a thin brow pencil and short, slanted strokes to
match their natu ral growth.

4 LASHES CURLYOUR

Define your eyes by subtly pressing eyeliner very

near to thelashline witha flat brush. Apply a
coat of mascara, thicker at the base of your
eyelashes to add volume.
ADD CHEEKS
OLOURON

Apply a shade of powder blush that
goes with your complexion to the
apples of your cheeks with a
brush.Avoid using cream based blush
| in summers.

/6 GLOSSY LIPS

' Define your lips using a liner in a
shade close to your natural lip colour.

your look. You are ready with a natural
look that works well for hot days and
nights as well.

Dab on a lip gloss or balm to finish off
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4 ways to thicken
scanty brows

A loe vera gel Extract fresh aloe vera gel by horizontally
dissecting an aloe vera leaf; apply the same on your eyebrows.
Let the gel dry for about ten to fifteen minutes; and then wash it
off with lukewarm water. Involve this in your beauty regimen
twice a week; repeat it for a couple of weeks. This is very
effective thickening your eyebrows in the most natural way.
Coconut oil Known for its several benefits, coconut oil is a
popular therapy that helps hair growth. Massage coconut oil on
your brows everyday while going to bed; you will see your
brows thicken in less than a

fortnight and this will also lend a

natural glow to your skin.

Onion juice Well, you must be

wondering how can you apply

such a smelly thing on your

eyebrows and leave it there; in

fact you might also think that

your brows will stink for days to

come. Dip some cotton in onion juice and apply the juice
evenly on your eyebrows, let it dry for a few minutes and wash
it off with rose water (to get rid of the smell). However, onion

juice is known to have amazing benefits on hair growth and

also in improving skin tone.

Milk If there's something that really works wonders that too in
a very less time, that's milk. Warm up some milk and let it
become lukewarm; then dip a cotton into warm milk and then
dab it on your eyebrows. Let it dry and then wash it off with
cold water; repeat the step every two hours, you will notice a
drastic change in five days.

Vegetables to free
you from tanned skin

Hotter days are not too far away, there is
absolutely no way out but to protect your
skin. And tanning is part and parcel of
summers. Here are home remedies to get rid
of'yourtan.

Tomato

Take two tomatoes and puree it in a blender
to make a fine paste. Now apply this paste
on the affected area. Once the paste
partially dries apply the second coat.
Goodness: The antioxidant in tomatoes
fights cellular damage and reddening of
skin, they also function like natural
sunscreen.

Aloevera gel

Squeeze out the gel from aloe vera stems
and mix it with a few drops of lemon. Mash
the lumps in the gel so that it becomes easy
toapply. Leave the pack for 20
minutes and then wash it with luke warm
water.

Goodness: The gel works like a protective

layer on the skin and also heals damaged
skin.

Potato

Put a potato and lemon juice in a mixer, till it wash it with plain water.

reduces to a paste like consistency. Now apply it  Goodness: This is considered the best
on the affected area. Leave it for 15 minutes and vegetable to get rid of tanned skin.

People shifting from chemical-
cosmetics to natural one

India, from ages back, is known to be the land of Ayurveda, but in recent past, it

became more dependent on chemical laden cosmetic products.

Chemical laden products, as known, brings different side-effects with it, hence,

in last five year, notable shift of consumers have been seen from chemical
laden cosmetics to natural products, according to expert from natural
organic cosmetics brand 'Soul Tree.'

The problem with natural beauty products have always been their
price range, but again according to Soul Tree marketing expert, they

have noticed quite a lot of upgradation in the middle class society,

who now spends quite a lot for quality products.

Soul Tree is India's first and the only range of certified natural
beauty and personal care products developed by Vedicare
Ayurveda Pvt Ltd.

Natural products do have their own complications like
manufacture and preserving problem, but with time and
technology, the natural beauty product brands are trying to
overcome the problems.
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SpiceJet layoffs: Nearly 1,400

Apeejay Surrendra Park
Hotels shares list at 20%
premium over issue price

New Delhi. Apeejay Surrendra Park Hotels saw a
decent listing on Monday, with its shares opening at a
premium of 20.65 per cent over the IPO issue price.

The stock debuted on the Bombay Stock Exchange
(BSE) at Rs 187 per share, surpassing the [PO price of
Rs 155, resulting in a market capitalisation of Rs 3,990
crore.On the National Stock Exchange (NSE), the
stock opened at Rs 186.Shivani Nyati, Head of
Wealth, Swastika Investmart Ltd, said, “Apeejay
Surrendra Park Hotels (ASPHL) entered the
secondary market with a remarkable 20 per cent listing
gain, exceeding its Rs 155 issue price to begin trading
at Rs 186 per share. This impressive debut, following
an oversubscription by 62.91 times, signifies strong
investor confidence in the well-established hotel
chain's future prospects.” The company benefits from
decades of experience in the hospitality industry,
reflected in high occupancy rates and a proven track
record of service excellence. Its expansion plans
indicate exciting possibilities for future revenue
growth,” Nyati noted.“This listing paints a hopeful
picture for ASPHL, but a cautious approach is still
advised. Thus, those who want to book profit may exit
their holdings, and those who want to hold for the long
term may keep a stop loss at 168,” she added.

The IPO of Apeejay Surrendra Park Hotels took place
from February 5 to February 7.The offering garnered
Rs 920 crore, including a fresh share sale of Rs 600
crore and an offer-for-sale (OFS) of up to 2.06 crore
equity shares.Qualified institutional bidders (QIBs)
played a significant role, subscribing to their portion
by 75.14 times on the final day. Non-institutional
investors subscribed by 52.41 times, while retail
investors and employees subscribed by 30.35 times
and 5.42 times, respectively.Apeejay Surrendra Park
Hotels operates under various brand names such as
'"The Park’, 'The Park Collection', 'Zone by The Park’,
'Zone Connect by The Park', and 'Stop by Zone'
Established in 1987, the company is also involved in
the retail food and beverage industry through its brand
'Flurys'.

Gold, silver price : Yellow
metal records dip, silver

trades higher on MCX |
Check latest rates here

-

New Delhi. Precious metals have shown mixed trends in
the Indian markets today. While gold is trading on the
lower side of the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX),
silver rates have recorded a hike on Monday, Feb 13.

Gold futures, maturing on April 5, 2024, stood at Rs
62,222 per 10 grams on the MCX, after recording a
marginal dip of Rs 72 or 0.12 per cent. The previous
close was recorded at Rs 62,294.Meanwhile, silver
futures, maturing on March 5, 2024, witnessed a hike
of Rs 328 or 0.46 per cent and were retailing at Rs
71,102 per kg on the MCX against the previous close
of Rs 70,774.GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN MAJOR
CITIESThe gold and silver prices in India depend on
several factors, including the value of the rupee against
the dollar. Global demand also plays a key role in
determining the trends observed in the rate of precious
metals.

GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN INTERNATIONAL
MARKET

Gold prices steadied in a tight range on Monday in
holiday-thinned trading, as investors awaited remarks
from a slew of U.S. Federal Reserve officials in a data-
packed week, news agency Reuters reported.

According to the latest metal report, spot gold stood at
$2,022.39 per ounce by 0340 GMT, while, U.S. gold
futures were steady at $2,036.20.

Beyond OTP: RBI looking for
other authentication
methods

BENGALURU. To enhance the security of digital
payments, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in its
recent Monetary Policy Meeting (MPC) announced a
principle-based framework for authentication of
digital payment transactions and also announced a
revised regulatory framework for electronic trading
platforms (ETPs), among others. Experts say this will
enhance security and also provide improved user
experience.RBI governor Shaktikanta Das said,
“Over the years, the Reserve Bank has proactively
facilitated introduction of various mechanisms such
as Additional Factor of Authentication (AFA) for
securing digital payments. While no particular
mechanism was specified by the Reserve Bank,
SMS-based OTP has become very popular.” With
technological advancements, however, alternative
authentication mechanisms have emerged in recent
years. SMS-based OTP for authentication is now
quite popular but experts say this is not foolproof.

Aditya Gupta, Founder & CEO Credilio said, “The
RBI’s authentication principle is quite beneficial for
the consumers as it enhances safety which is a strong
shield against potential frauds that give users peace of
mind throughout their online transactions. There is an
establishment of a reliable ecosystem for digital
payments leading to trustworthiness and
predictability in user experience. The underlying
concept here is to develop confidence among the
users thereby attracting more people into using
cashless payments methods as well as promoting
financial inclusion.”Also, the central bank’s strict
measures for authentication make it easier for
customers who are afraid of being defrauded during
an internet use to conduct their businesses without
fear. Use of such enhanced technologies like
biometric authentication has served to enhance user
experience during this period by enabling them to
navigate through transactions.The RBI also
announced a review of the Regulatory Framework for
ETPs and that will be issued for stakeholders’
feedback.

employees to lose jobs, shares fall 4%

New Delhi. Low-cost carrier Spicelet is set
to lay off 1,400 employees, roughly
translating to 15 per cent of its workforce,
as it looks to reduce operational costs,
reported The Economic Times. The move
is also aimed at retaining the interest of its
investors, as per the report.As of now, the
struggling airline has around 9,000
employees and approximately 30 planes
in operation.A Spicelet spokesperson
quoted in the ET report confirmed the job
cuts, citing the need to align company-
wide costs with operational requirements.
"This is to ensure an alignment of
company-wide costs as against
operational requirements," the
spokesperson was quoted as saying in the
ET report.As part of our turnaround and
cost-cutting strategy, following the recent
fund infusion, SpiceJet has initiated
several measures, including manpower
rationalisation, aimed at achieving

industry. Through this initiative alone, we ~ Rs 60 crore salary expenditure, according
anticipate an annual saving ofuptoRs 100 to insiders familiar with the situation, the
crore," said a SpicelJet spokesperson.

profitable growth and positioning Job cuts to trlmhlgh salary expenditure

report mentioned.People have already
started receiving termination calls," said

ourselves to capitalise on the The decision for staff reductions was  O0€ of the sources, hinting at the ongoing
opportunities in the Indian aviation prompted by the aviation company's hefty ~ job cuts.SpiceJet has been grappling with

Disney, Reliance in last leg of negotiations
to finalise media merger: Report

New Delhi Walt Disney Co and Reliance ~ the media division's role in future Re I iance- D ish ey merqger: A
Industries (RIL) are in the finalround of ~ growth initiatives.Under the current

delayed salary payments for several
months, with many employees yet to
receive their January wages.The airline
has confirmed that it is in the process of
securing a Rs 2,200 crore fund allocation,
but certain investors are reported to be
hesitant."There aren't any funding delays,
and we are progressing well with our fund
infusion. We will be making additional
announcements as we progress on the next
tranche. The majority number of investors
have subscribed," said a company
spokesperson, refuting rumours of
funding setbacks.It may be noted that
Spicelet had a fleet of 118 aircraft and a
workforce of 16,000 employees in 2019.
Meanwhile, its closest competitor in terms
of market share, Akasa Air, maintains a
fleet of 23 planes with 3500 employees,
each holding approximately 4 per cent of
the domestic market share.Following the
report, shares of Spicejet fell over 4 per
cent. At 12:21 pm, Spicejet shares were
down4.21 percentatRs 65.31.

India's UPI launched
in Mauritius, Sri Lanka

New Delhi. India has successfully introduced its
Unified Payment Interface (UPI) services in Sri
Lanka and Mauritius. Additionally, RuPay card
services were launched in Mauritius as part of
this initiative.

talks to seal a mega stock-and-cash  proposal, plans involve establishing a SUCC@S Sf ] I de a I wou Id |e (]d 10 The first UPI transaction in Sri Lanka was made by

merger, which would establish India's  subsidiary of Viacom18 Media to R .
largest media and entertainment absorb Star India through a stock The creation Of Indl(]S
business, The Economic Times exchange agreement. Both entities are . K .
reported. With the exclusivity period evaluated similarly, with estimated bqueST medlu bUSlneSS,
deadline for negotiations set to end on  values ranging between $4-5 billion

February 17, the two companies have  each.

However, Disney has been involved in

an Indian, with Mauritian Prime Minister
Pravind Jugnauth and Sri Lankan President
Ranil Wickremesinghe, along with Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, attending the virtual
ceremony.UPI services, created by the National
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), allow

intensified efforts to forge the details of Jio Cinema, a component of Viacom18, is proxy battles with investors seeking  for instant real-time bank transactions through
mobile phones. RuPay is an Indian-based card
payment network that is widely accepted at

the deal.Viacom18 is poised to emerge  also anticipated to be incorporated into
as the primary shareholder, potentially  the deal.Analysts attribute a decline in
holding a 42-45 per cent stake in the  Disney's valuation of its Indian
merged entity, a source mentioned in  operations to mounting losses within its
the ET report added.RIL, the parent  sports franchise, particularly in light of
company, is anticipated to inject up to  the ICC Men's Cricket World Cup 2023
$1.5billion in cash into thenew venture  in India.Despite this setback,
Disney+Hotstar, the company's video-
Overall, the Mukesh Ambani-led streaming platform, recently
conglomerate is expected to hold a 60  experienced a surge in paid subscribers
per cent share, with Walt Disney following a period of decline post the
retaining the remaining 40 per centIn  loss of digital rights to the Indian
addition to the ongoing discussions,  Premier League (IPL).
RIL executives are formulating a Disney CEO Bob Iger expressed
comprehensive three-year capital  optimism regarding the company's
allocation strategy encompassing all  trajectory, citing recent earnings results
sectors of the business, with focus on  asevidence of a promising shift.

and secure a direct ownership stake.

Explained: Why Mamaearth parent
mped 10% in early trade

S

Honasa’s shares ju

Honasa Consumer Limited's stock
reached a day’s high of Rs 474.90
apiece after registering early gains
but was trading 2.41 per cent
higher at Rs 443.40 on the National
Stock Exchange (NSE) at around

New Delhi, Shares of Mamaearth’s
parent firm, Honasa Consumer
Limited, jumped sharply in early trade
on Monday.

NEW DELHI. Back in June 2022 when
Zomato announced its decision to acquire
loss-making quick commerce firm
Blinkit, there was wide scepticism that
this purchase would delay the company’s
path to profitability. Following this,
Zomato’s losses swelled in the coming
quarters and its shares took a big beating.
In the following month, the stock rock-
bottomed to about Rs 40 apiece, a sharp
fall from the Rs 150 level of November
2021.However, it took only a few quarters
for the food tech giant to bounce back and
become a highly profitable firm. Zomato
on Thursday reported a profit after tax
(PAT) of R138 crore in the December
quarter (Q3FY24), helped by sharp
growth in its quick commerce business
and resilience shown by its food delivery
business despite macro headwinds.

per cent jump in net profit to Rs 26 crore

The stock reached a day’s high of Rs  inthethird quarter of FY24.
474.90 apiece after registering early In addition, its consolidated revenue =~ ARR club and we see this as a
gains, but was trading 2.41 per cent  stood at Rs 488 crore, up 28 per cent  testimony of our capabilities. Having
higher at Rs 443.40 on the National —compared to Rs 382 crore in the year-  built color care with Mamaearth
Stock Exchange (NSE) ataround 11:24 ago period.The company’s showcases our ability to build new
am.Honasa Consumer’s shares jumped  consolidated EBITDA for the quarter  categories and versatility of the brand.
after the company’s strong resultsinthe ~ saw a 192 per centrise at Rs 34.5 crore, ~ As we move forward, focus continues
December quarter. The company, while margins improved to 7.1 per  to be on purpose-based brand building,
which also houses brands like The cent.Varun Alagh, Chairman and CEO, innovation and distribution
Derma Co. and BBlunt, posted a 264 ~ Honasa Consumer Limited, said: "The  expansion,” he added.

Zomato: Delivering

changes to boost shareholder value.

Amid these challenges, the company's
stock witnessed a notable 11.5 per cent
surge on February 8, reaching a one-
year-high, driven by better-than-
expected financial performance and
shareholder-friendly
initiatives.Looking ahead, Disney's
strategic investments, including a $1.5-
billion partnership with Epic Games,
signal its intent to expand into th
evolving gaming sector.As negotiations
between Disney and RIL near their
conclusion, stakeholders anticipate the
formation of a board-managed
company, with RIL holding a majority
share.

various points of sale, ATMs, and online
platforms worldwide.The launch of UPI further

Q3 results is a testimony ~ strengthens India's ties with Sri Lanka and

beauty market in India.

positions us to identify
many opportunities to
continue our growth
trajectory.”“Four out of
six brands from our
portfolio are already in the Rs 150 Cr

Zomato had reported a PAT of Rs 36 crore in
the preceding quarter and a net loss of Rs
346.6 crore in Q3FY23. Zomato’s
operating revenue surged 68% year-on-
year to Rs 3,288 crore in Q3FY24 from Rs
1,948.2 crore in Q3FY23. One of the key
highlights of Zomato’s result was that the
company reported annual as well as
sequential revenue growth across its
different segments: Food Delivery,
Hyperpure, Quick Commerce, Going Out
and Others.While a big chunk of its profit
came in from the food delivery business,
it was the quick commerce segment

which saw a remarkable recovery. This
segment’s Adjusted EBITDA improved
from -227 crore in Q3FY23 to - 89 crore
in the recently concluded quarter.
Deepinder Goyal, Founder, MD & CEO
said that the company’s consolidated
topline (Adjusted Revenue) continues to
grow meaningfully above their stated
expectation of 40% + YoY. Infact, at this
point, we expect the topline to continue
growing at 50% +YoY, said Goyal.

On Blinkit, the CEO said that GOV growth
at 103% YoY (28% QoQ) continues
unabated. “Losses continue to decline and

we are on track to meet our guidance of
Adjusted EBITDA break-even on or
before Q1FY25,” said Goyal.

Analysts at JM Financial said Zomato
reported a very strong quarter in 3Q, as
most headline numbers were either in line
or ahead of their estimate, amidst tough
macros. Analysts at Motilal Oswal expect
Zomato to deliver a strong 70%/41% YoY
growth in FY24/FY25, with Blinkit
outpacing the food delivery business
because of geographical expansion,
improvement in order frequency, and
moderation in a competitive environment

of our deep Mauritius, making transactions easier for

understanding of the  Indiansvisiting Sri Lanka and Mauritius, as well

as Mauritian nationals travelling to India.

As we move ahead to The launch will also improve digital connectivity

capture this market between countries and provide a faster,

further. our innovation-  Smoother digital transaction experience for a

driven brand building ~ diverse range of people, according to the

playbook uniquely external affairs ministry.The expansion of
RuPay card services in Mauritius is also
important, as it allows Mauritian banks to issue
cards using the RuPay system. This will make it
easier to use RuPay cards for payments in both
India and Mauritius, promoting greater financial
cooperation between the two countries.Before
this, NPCI International Payments Limited
(NIPL) collaborated with Lyra, a prominent
French expert in e-commerce and proximity
payments, to bring UPI services to France.

This partnership achieved a significant milestone,
as the iconic Eiffel Tower became the first
merchant in the country to accept UPI payments.
This move aimed to streamline the transaction
process for Indian tourists visiting France.

in the quick commerce industry.
“Over FY23-26E, Zomato should
deliver a revenue CAGR of
29%/99% in food delivery/Blinkit
verticals, helping it grow its
consolidated adj. revenue by 42%
over the same period. Zomato
turned positive and reported an
EBITDA in 3QFY24. It delivered a
margin of 1.6% against -1.7% last
quarter. With continued growth
momentum, the company should
report a healthy EBITDA for FY24
and a good 4.5% EBITDA margin in
FY25. This should in turn help
Zomato report a PAT of R3.6b/
R9.5b in FY24/FY25,” said Motilal
Oswal. Zomato’s consistent growth
has made the stock a top pick among
investors.
The company’s share prices have
gained 188% in the last one year. With a
market cap of Rs 1.30 lakh crore, Zomato
is now valued more than new-age firms
such as Paytm, Nykaa, Delhivery and
Cartrade (one can even add the struggling
Byju’s) combined. Going forward, the
street expects the company’s share to hit
new highs. While Jefferies has raised the
target price to Rs 205, Bernstein has set a
target price of Rs 180 with an outperform
call on the firm. Motilal Oswal maintains
a BUY rating with a TP of Rs 170 and JM
Financial has a TP of Rs 200 for the stock.
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U19 World Cup 2024: India's fast
bowling was slightly weak, says
Aakash Chopra after loss vs

Australia in final

New Delhi. Former India batter Aakash
Chopra said that India’s fast bowling was
slightly weak in the final of the 2024 Under-
19 World Cup. Australia beat India by 79
runs to lift the U19 World Cup in Benoni,
South Africa.

This win marked Australia’s third victory over
India in major ICC finals over the last few
months, having triumphed in the World Test
Championship and the 2023 ODI World Cup
last year.Speaking on his Youtube channel,
Choprasaid India’s fast bowling was not that
good, insisting that the Indian pacers did not
attack the Australian batters enough. Raj
Limbani was the pick of the bowlers for
India with the pacer claiming three wickets
while giving away just 38 runs in 10
overs.Our fast bowling was not that good.
Raj Limbani did very well but I saw the fast
bowling as slightly weak. We were slightly
more focused on spin but you actually
needed fast bowling on this Benoni pitch.
We didn't attack enough with fast bowling,”

said Chopra.He went on to say that the
Indian pacers should have picked at least
three wickets in the powerplay. After
Limbani provided India with an early
breakthrough in the third over, Australia
buckled down and did not lose their next
wicket till the 21st over.“Yes, our fast
bowlers picked up wickets but you should
have picked up at leas” Chopra added.

U19 World Cup Final, IND vs AUS Highlights

Chopra said the Indian batters were not ready
to deal with Australia’s short-ball tactics.
Australia bowled India out for 174 runs in
43.5 overs, winning the match by 79 runs.

"Abig learning we got was that we are slightly
50-50 against the short ball. It is down to
conditioning. When we have not played or
learned something from childhood,
suddenly when we encounter that, we are not
that ready. It makes a difference. The
opposing team played four fast bowlers and
all four of them were six feet tall, and they
bowled bouncers regularly,” said
Chopra.Australia are now the champions of
the ICC Men’s ODI World Cup, the World
Test Championship, the Women's T20 World
Cup, the Women's ODI World Cup and now
the U19 Men's World Cup.

India vs England: Royal
Heritage-themed suite and
Gujarati food festival for Rohit
Sharma's Team India in Rajkot

Rajkot. The Indian team has arrived in Rajkot
for the third Test of their five-match series
against England. Rohit Sharma and co. will
be taking on England at the Saurashtra
Cricket Association Stadium in Rajkot on
February 15.Team India was welcomed in
Rajkot’s Sayaji Hotel, where they will stay
from 11th to 19th February. Skipper Rohit
Sharma and wicket-keeping batter KL Rahul
have been allocated a suite with a Saurashtra
heritage theme, while the team enjoyed the
special Kathiyawadi cuisine.Rohit has been
allocated the presidential suite room of the
Royal Heritage theme, showcasing the
Royal culture of Saurashtra. Hotel director
Urvesh Purohit told AajTak in a special
interview, that players travel all over the
world and usually get Western-themed
rooms everywhere, so this will give them a
little change.The hotel director said that
special Gujarati and Kathiyawadi food
arrangements have been made for Team
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La Liga; Carlo Ancelotti hails Vinicius Jr. as 'best in the
world' after Girona thrashmg, calls win a ‘big statement

J

wIndia lost to Australia in [CC men's U19
World Cup final by 79 runs

«Australian pacers shared 7 wickets
among them to bundle India out for
174 runs

«lan Bishop praised Australian pacers
for thier brillian bowling spells

—_— e

New Delhi. West Indies' legendary player, lan
Bishop, heaped praise on Australia's young
pace battery after the team clinched their 4th
U19 World Cup title. They became the
ultimate champions by defeating India by 79
runs in Benoni on February 11, Sunday.

Earlier, Bishop was questioned for praising
young talents, and he gave a befitting reply
and said that he would always encourage and
recognise promising talents.Living up to his
words, Bishop took to 'X' to laud the talented
pool of Australian speedsters. He reckoned
that Australia's 4-man pace attack has a
promising future and would only evolve in
years to come."Australia have an
encouraging future in fast/seam bowling
depth. They are in good hands with the seam
bowling stocks at this ICC U19 CWC 2024.
Particularly with Callum Vidler and Mahli
Beardman supplemented by Straker and
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Anderson, as they develop in years to come,"
Bishop wrote on 'X'."FUTURE OF
AUSTRALIA'S PACE LINE-UPThe
Australia U19 team's pace battery, led by
Callum Vidler and Mahli Beardman, guided
the team to title glory with their exceptional
bowling. The Indian team were already on
the back-foot when they were given the

target of 254 runs, which was the highest in
the tournament's history. The team that was
playing their 5th consecutive final had no
answers to the fiery bowling spells by the
pacers. Vidler had bowled a maiden over to
kickstart the 2nd innings and got Kulkarni
nicking his delivery in the next over. Player
of the match, Beardman finished off with 3

India vs Englund Selectors should stop overestimating
Shreyas lyer's batting ability, says lan Chappell

India vs England: Middle-order
batter Shreyas Iyer was not picked
in India's squad for their last 3 Tests
against England. The Kolkata Knight
Riders captain went 13 innings in
Tests without a fifty-plus score.

New Delhi. Former Australia captain lan
Chappell came up with a sharp assessment
of Shreyas Iyer's dip in form and batting
ability after the middle-order batter was not
picked in the Test squad for the last three
matches of the ongoing series against
England. India announced a 17-man squad
for the remainder of the Test series with the
3rd match set to get underway in Rajkot on
February 15.Questions were asked about
Shreyas Iyer's place in the Test side after his
dip in form in whites. Despite having a
stellar World Cup 2023 run after returning
from a long injury layoft, Iyer struggled to
get going in the Test format. Iyer was
expected to be a dependable option in the
middle-order for India, especially in the

absence of Virat Kohli, in home conditions
against England. However, the Kolkata

hand, considering the upbeat morale of the
England side.

Knight Riders captain managed just 104 "India is a strong side and they also have a

runs across 4 innings in the first two Tests.

Shreyas Iyer has gone without a fifty-plus

score for 13 innings in Test cricket. There
was speculation that the middle-order batter
picked up a back spasm after the second Test
in Vizag and he was not picked in the squad
for the remainder of the series. While the
Indian cricket board did not confirm
whether Iyer was dropped or given a break
due to injury, speculation is rife that the
selectors lost faith in the batter.lan Chappell
explained that the return of KL Rahul and
Ravindra Jadeja will bolster the Indian team
for the remainder of the series, but stressed
that Rohit Sharma's men have a tough job in

good leader in Rohit Sharma. They will be
greatly strengthened by Ravindra Jadeja's
and KL Rahul's recovery from
injury, but that Virat Kohli will not
return for the rest of the series is a
blow. Hopefully, the selectors will
now stop overestimating Shreyas
Iyer's batting ability and learn to
value Kuldeep Yadav's wicket-
taking capability more," Chappell
wrote in his column for
ESPNCricinfo.The senior
selection committee included
Ravindra Jadeja and KL Rahul in
the squad for the last three Tests,
but announced on Saturday that
their availability is subject to fitness
clearance. On the other hand, Virat Kohli,
the selectors said, would continue to be
absent from action due to personal reasons.

India players arrived in Rajkot on Monday

morning while Ben Stokes's England side is
set to arrive in the city later in the day from
Abu Dhabi where they spent the break after
the 2nd Test in Vizag. The series is leveled at
1-1 after India fought back from their defeat
in Hyderabad and comfortably outclassed
England in Vizag.

Patrick Mahomes stars as Kansas City Chiefs beat San
Francisco 49ers in overtlme to wm Super Bowl LVIII

weKansas City Chiefs win Super

Bowl LVIII in overtime

«Kansas City Chiefs beat San

Francisco 49ers 25-22

«Patrick Mahomes named Super

Bow| MVP

Nevada Patrick Mahomes threw a 3-yard
touchdown pass to Mecole Hardman with
three seconds left in overtime to give the
Kansas City Chiefs a 25-22 victory over the
San Francisco 49ers on Sunday in Super
Bowl LVIIIin Las Vegas

Mahomes guided the Chiefs on a 13-play, 75-
yard drive after the 49ers had settled for a
field goal on their overtime possession. The
victory made Kansas City the first team to
win back-to-back Super Bowls since the
New England Patriots in the 2002-03

49ers. Christian McCaffrey had 160
scrimmage yards (80 rushing, 80 receiving)
to go with a touchdown catch while Jauan
Jennings threw a touchdown pass and
caught another for San Francisco, which last
won a Super Bowl in the 1994 season.

8% Moody kicked a 27-yard field goal with 7:22

seasons.Mahomes was 34-0f-46 passing for

333 yards, two touchdowns and one
interception as the Chiefs won their third
Super Bowl in the past five seasons. Two of
their victories have come against the
49ers.Travis Kelce caught nine passes for 93
yards and Marquez Valdes-Scantling also
caught a touchdown pass for Kansas City.
Harrison Butker tied a Super Bowl record
with four field goals, including a record 57-
yarder just one quarter after San Francisco's
Jake Moody set the mark with a 55-yard
kick.Brock Purdy completed 23 of 38 passes
for 255 yards and one touchdown for the

left in overtime to give the 49ers a three-
point lead.Moody also booted a 53-yard
field goal with 1:53 remaining in regulation
to give the 49ers a 19-16 advantage. The
Chiefs rallied to force overtime on Butker's
29-yarder with three seconds left.

Steve Christie of the Buffalo Bills set the

former long mark with a 54-yarder against
the Dallas Cowboys in Super Bowl XXVIII
onJan. 30, 1994 Mahomes connected with a
wide-open Valdes-Scantling to give Kansas
City its first lead of the contest at 13-10 with
2:28 left in the third quarter.San Francisco
recovered to take a 16-13 lead on Purdy's
10-yard touchdown pass to Jennings with
11:22 remaining in the game. But Moody's
extra point was blocked by Kansas City's
Leo Chenal.

for 15 in his 7 overs. the pacers shared 7
wickets among them in the summit clash.
Eventually, the Indian team crumbled
against a quality side that came with a clear
plan.U19 World Cup Final, IND vs AUS:
Match Report

Australia boasted of a match-winning pace trio

of Pat Cummins.

U19 World Cup 2024: Uday

Saharan vows to 'keep learning

and getting better' after loss
against Australia in final

India Under-19 captain Uday Saharan said they

will keep learning and getting better
following a heart-breaking loss against
Australia in the final of the 2023 U19 World
Cup at Willowmoore Park in Benoni, South
Africa.Australia beat India by 79 runs to lift
the U19 World Cup trophy for the fourth time
in their history. The Aussies also won the title
in 1988, 2002 and 2010.Speaking after their
loss in the final, Saharan said they played a
few rash shots, while adding that the team
showed fighting spirit against Australia.
Saharan missed out on a chance to become the
sixth Indian captain to lift the U19 World Cup.

“We played a few rash shots and couldn't spend

some time on the surface. We were prepared
for it but we couldn't execute well. That is
where we went wrong. It was great, I am very
proud of the boys, they played very well. The
entire team, from the start to the end showed
fighting spirit. They played very well and [ am

proud of them,” said Saharan.U19 World Cup
Final, IND vs AUS HighlightsHe went on to
say that the players will keep learning and
getting better, insisting that he learnt a lot
during the course of this tournament. This
triumph marked Australia's third win over
India in an ICC men's event final within the
last eight months. Australia, who won their
fourth U19 World Cup, is only behind India
(5) in terms of U19 World Cup titles
won.“There have been a lot of learnings, right
from the start to now. I have learnt a lot from
the staff and even during the match, have
learnt so much We will try to keep learning
and getting better,” Saharan added.The
Australians set a formidable target of 253
runs, thanks to notable contributions from
Harjas Singh, who top-scored with 55 runs,
smashing three boundaries and as many sixes,
and Oliver Peake, who remained unbeaten
with a swift 46 off 43 balls.With the ball, the
young Australian pacers were relentless, with
Mahli Beardman delivering an exceptional
performance, picking 3 wickets for just 15
runs and earning the ‘Player of the Final’
accolade.

Kelvin Kiptum, marathon world record holder, dies aged

24 in road accident: Athletics fraternity in shock

New Delhi Kenya's marathon world record holder
Kelvin Kiptum and his coach died in a road
accident in Nairobi on Sunday, leaving the
sporting fraternity shocked. Less than 5 months
after breaking the world record, Kelvin Kiptum's
career, which was set for greatness, has been cut
short.At just 24 years old, Kelvin Kiptum had
already left an indelible mark on the sport, having
shattered the marathon world record with a time
of 2:00:35 at the Chicago Marathon on October
8,2023. The phenomenal achievement had only
been ratified by World Athletics a week before
his untimely death.Kelvin Kiptum's traffic
accident took place late at night near the Rift
Valley town of Eldoret, a region known for
producing some of the world's finest distance
runners. He was driving a Toyota Premio when
he tragically lost control of the vehicle, veered
off the road, and collided with a tree. The impact
was devastating, claiming not only Kiptum's life
but also that of his Rwandan coach, Gervais
Hakizimana. A female passenger, Sharon
Kosgey, survived the crash but sustained serious
injuries.Gervais Hakizimana, aged 36, was more

India players on February 13, where they
will be served Fafda-Jalebi, Khakhra,
Gathiya, Thepla, Khman for breakfast, and
special Kathiyawadi food like Dahi Tikari,
Vagherela Rotlo (Bajra Roti fried with
yogurtand garlic), Khichdi Kadhi for dinner.

The hotel director mentioned that Team India
players love Kathiyawadi food a Ilot.
Furthermore, he mentioned that KLL Rahul
and Hardik Pandya particularly enjoy
Khichdi-Kadhi, and when Mahendra Singh
Dhoni used to come to Rajkot, he also loved
Khichdi-Kadhi.The third Test match of the
ongoing 5-match Test series between India
and England will be played in Rajkot from
February 15 to 19. The series is currently tied
at 1-1, and both teams will be looking to take
the lead by winning the third Test.

The Indian team will begin preparations for the
third Test match from Tuesday, February 13.

England will be aiming to become the first
team in 11 years to beat India in a Test series
in India. Interestingly, the last team to
achieve this feat was Alastair Cook’s
England side in2012/13.
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Kelvin Kiptum and his coach, Gervais
Hakizimana. On behalf of all World Athletics, we
send our deepest condolences to their families,
friends, teammates and the Kenyan nation," Coe
said in a post on X."It was only earlier this week
in Chicago, the place where Kelvin set his
extraordinary marathon world record, that [ was
able to officially ratify his historic time. An
incredible athlete leaving an incredible legacy,
we will miss him dearly," he added.Kiptum's
ascent in the world of long-distance running was
meteoric. He burst onto the scene with a win at
the 2023 London Marathon, showcasing his
incredible talent and determination. His record-
breaking run in Chicago later that year stunned
the world, as he became the first man to complete
amarathon in under two hours and one minute in
an official race, surpassing the previous record
set by fellow Kenyan Eliud Kipchoge. Both
Kiptum and Kipchoge were on Kenya's shortlist
for the Paris Olympics.Kelvin Kiptum missed
last year's Chicago marathon, but he was due to
compete in the Rotterdam Marathon in Apri
2024.

BANK OF AMERICA

«Kelvin Kiptum and
his coach died in a
road accident in
Nairobi on Sunday

«Kiptum broke the
world record in
marathon last
October

«Kelvin hoping to
become the first man
to break two hours
for the marathon

than just Kiptum's coach; he was a former
distance runner himself and held Rwanda's
record in the 3000m steeplechase. Their
partnership had blossomed, particularly before
last year's London Marathon, where Kiptum
employed his signature race strategy of sticking
with the pack before breaking away in the final
stretch to secure victory.World Athletics
president Sebastian Coe echoed the emotions of
millions of fans and fellow athletes, saying
Kelvin's demise is a tragic loss to the running
community."We are shocked and deeply
saddened to learn of the devastating loss of
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Gives a Befitting Reply To
~ Troll For Taking a Dig At Her:

I

ctress Jiya Shankar recently took to her X (formerly
known as Twitter) handle to school a troll who attacked
her for one of her old statements. In the old video, Jiya was
heard saying she does not need anyone because she is an
independent woman who earns and can handle her life on her
own. However, the troll attacked Jiya for her statement and
argued “This is the difference between girls and
boys.”Reacting to the troll, Jiya highlighted her journey and
emphasized that success knows no gender boundaries. She
further criticized the troll for perpetuating outdated
stereotypes. “The girl after getting a job only dreamed of
supporting her single mother so that one day she could buy a
house for her mom and tell her not to work anymore and guess
what — she did! This isn’t even about men/women and it’s so
orthodox of you to do this comparison in this generation and
century. May god make you capable enough to get a real job and
- support your family instead of doing this on X :)”” she wrote.
- In the wake of her response, Jiya received an outpouring of love and
encouragement from her supporters, who lauded her for her strength
and positivity. Many reacted to her reaction to express their
admiration for Jiya’s resilience and to share their own stories of
overcoming adversity.Jiya Shankar started her journey in the showbiz
world with the 2017 television show Meri Hanikarak Biwi. She later
became a household name with Kaatelal & Sons and Pishachini. Jiya then
made a significant breakthrough in the Marathi-language love drama titled
Ved, where she shared the screen with Riteish Deshmukh and Genelia
D’Souza. However, it was her participation in the second season of Bigg Boss
OTT that skyrocketed her popularity.

& Disha Patani

; Breaks The Internet In A Black Top And
) Briefs, Hottest-Ever Photo Goes Viral

A Disha Patani surely knows how to break the internet, thanks to her bold fashion statements. The

Bollywood actress is once again raising the heat on social media with her sexy picture. Disha, who
became a household name after MS Dhoni: The Untold Story, on Friday dropped a jaw-dropping
picture and the netizens have surely gone gaga after seeing it. Taking to her Instagram handle, Disha Patani
shared a picture, only sporting a sizzling combination of a black full-sleeved top and matching briefs.
Posing with one hand on her thigh, Disha Patani kept her eyes closed and flaunted her toned, perfect
10 body in style. Needless to say, Disha Patani exuded elegance, charm and oozed sexiness! She
opted to keep the caption minimal and just dropped a black heart emoji.BFF Mouni Roy was quick
to comment. She dropped fire
emojis. Soon after she dropped
her sexy photo, fans flooded the
comment section with
compliments. A fan wrote, “It’s
getting hot in February.”
Another one commented, “You
have the best figure in
Bollywood.” A third fan wrote,
“Nooneisashotasyou.”
Meanwhile, as her film Malang
with Aditya Roy Kapur
completed 4 years on Friday,
Disha took to her Instagram
handle to celebrate this
milestone. Directed by Mohit
Suri, the thriller featured Disha
Patani in the role of Sara
Nambiar. Apart from Disha
and Aditya, Malang also
featured an ensemble cast of Anil Kapoor, and Kunal Khemu. To mark 4 years of'its release, Disha
shared a steamy still from the film, where she can be seen almost kissing Aditya Roy Kapur’s
character. She wrote, “4 years of #malang”.Meanwhile, on the work front, Disha Patani will be
seen in Sagar Ambre and Pushkar Ojha’s action drama Yodha, where she will share the screen
with Sidharth Malhotra and Raashii Khanna.

2

i \

f
[
e

TH

 SIKH TIMES (12)

Shekhar Kapur Reveals Anil Kapoor,
Boney Were Scared During Mr India:
'Humara Sara Paisa Khatam...'

irector Shekhar Kapur recently revealed

that actor Anil Kapoor was very scared

while filming their famous 1987 movie,
Mr. India, worried about whether it would do
well at the box office. Written by Salim-Javed,
Mr. India was produced by Boney Kapoor and
Surinder Kapoor.In an interview with Ranveer
Allahbadia, Shekhar Kapur said Anil Kapoor
and Boney Kapoor were really nervous before
Mr. India because they had put all their family’s
money into making the superhero film — which
was a new concept at that time — and revolved
around an invisible man. “Anil Kapoor was
scared the day the film began and also when it
released. Woh darta bohot hai. Boney Kapoor
and him were very scared, would wonder
whether the film would work. ‘Humara saara
paisa laga hua hai, puri family ka, khatam ho
jayega.’ So that fear was there. There was no
certainty if it would work,” he recalled.

During the production of Mr. India, the director
mentioned that he would engage in discussions
with his 11-year-old self, employing this
younger version as a gauge to determine
whether a shot or a line would resonate with
children or not. “I have never made a film
where all the characters are not me. I was
Mogambo, I was hawa-hawai as well, and Mr
India and all the kids. How else will you make
it?”” he said.Mr India was released in 1987 and
was produced by Boney Kapoor. The film
starred Anil Kapoor as a man who manages an
orphanage and gains access to a watch that
makes him invisible. The film also starred
Sridevi, who played the role of a stern
journalist. Directed by Shekhar Kapur, the film
also starred Amrish Puri as Mogambo, Satish
Kaushik as Calendar, Harish Patel as
Roopchand, and Annu Kapoor as Editor
Gaitonde. Mr India was a super hit at the box
office.

Kiran Rao On Being Referred
To As Aamir Khan's Wife:

'"They Might Not Even Know
My Name, But...

married in 2005, separated in August
021. In a recent interview with Zoom,
Kiran, who has been occupied with promoting
her upcoming Laapataa Ladies, talked about
needing to correct people when they refer to
her as ‘Aamir Khan’s wife’. She mentioned
that ‘everyone perceives her only as a wife or
an ex-wife’, but if she didn’t have ‘a strong
sense of self’, she would have ‘felt down by
being only seen as a wife’.Kiran Rao said that
the tag hasn’t left her. She said, “I am routinely
asked, even now at the airport... people go
like, “You are Aamir Khan’s wife, right?’ They
might not even know my name, but the
association is directly with Aamir, and I have
become accustomed to that. Though now I
have to say, ‘Ex-wife’. It doesn’t bother me
honestly, because personally, I have always
had my own interests, my own friends, and my
own life, which I actually actively worked at
having. I think for anyone in marriage, it is
very important to have their space and
identity.”

Kiran Rao, who has a son named Azad Rao Khan
with Aamir, said that working with Aamir at
Aamir Khan Productions for Laapataa Ladies
has always been easy. “He is very welcoming
of opinions, he looks at me as a creative
partner. It’s very heartening, because though
everybody sees me as a wife or an ex-wife, if [
didn’t have a very strong sense of self I would
have been depressed by being reduced to just a
wife. But, I have quite a laugh about it,
honestly.”

Recently, during Newsl8 India Chaupal,
speaking about working together after their
divorce, Aamir had said, “Yeh koi doctor ne
kaha hai ke divorce ho jata hai toh aap foran
dushman ho jaate hai? Yeh meri khushnaseebi
hai ke mere zindagi mein Kiran aayi aur
humara safar bahut hee fulfilling raha mere
liye. Bahut kuch banaya humne saath mein,
personally and professionally aur agge bhi
hum saath mein hee hai. Hum insaani aur
jaazbaati taur pe jude huye hai aur humesha
rahenge. We are like a family.” Kiran added
that they enjoy working with each other.

I : iran Rao and Aamir Khan, who got



