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26 killed as massive fire engulfs three-storey building
near Mundka Metro Station in Delhi

Simmi Kaur Babbar

NEW DELHI, May 13: Twenty-six peo-
ple have been killed in a fire that broke
out in a three-storey commercial building
near the Mundka Metro station in west
Delhi on Friday afternoon, police
said.More than 70 people were in the
building when the fire started on the first
floor and engulfed the entire structure
soon after. Police personnel said they res-
cued many by breaking the windows in
and using ropes.Twelve people who sus-
tained injuries were admitted to the Sanjay
Gandhi hospital. Deputy commissioner of
police (outer) Sameer Sharma said the
first floor housed the of fice of a firm that
manufactures CCTV cameras and Wi-Fi
routers. While the owner of the firm was
taken into custody by local police on
Friday evening, it was unclear if he had
been arrested or not. Police of ficers later
confirmed that the building owner was
arrested. President Ram Nath Kovind
expressed distress at the tragic fire acci-

dent" Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal

also expressed his shock. “Shocked and

pained to know abt this tragic incident. I

am constantly in touch wid of fi-

cers. Our brave firemen are trying their
best to control the fire and save lives. God
bless all,” he tweeted. The blaze and fire-
fighting operations af fected traf fic on both
carriageways of Rohtak Road. Delhi Fire
Services (DFS) chief Atul Garg said that
the fire control room received a call
reporting the fire around 4.40pm. “Ten
fire tenders were rushed to the fire spot at
first, and 14 more were sent in later, owing
to the scale of the fire. A woman’s body
was found inside the building during the
fighting operation. Three injured people
had already been rescued and rushed to
nearby hospitals in CATS ambulances by
the time firefighters reached the build-
ing,” said Garg. Fire fighters took over the
operations and rescued others. Police said
the commercial building mostly housed
office spaces. Fire department of ficials
said 24 fire tenders were at the spot trying
to put out the fire, which was restricted to
the third floor of the building after nearly
six hours of fire-fighting.

Congress needs urgent reforms, extraordinary situations
demand extraordinary measures: Sonia at Chintan Shivir

Naresh Malhotra

Udaipur, May 13: Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Friday set the ball rolling for a com-
prehensive revamp of the grand old organisa-
tion saying the party urgently needed reforms
and extraordinary situations demanded extraor-
dinary responses. Acknowledging the serial
electoral setbacks, Gandhi, kick-starting the
three-day Chintan Shivir of the party here,
appealed for unity and collective efforts as meas-
ures for revival. “The circumstances our organi-
sation faces today are extraordinary. Such
extraordinary situations demand extraordinary
measures. Every organisation, to live and pros-
per, must reform itself. We are in urgent need of
reforms,” Gandhi said to a 422-strong gathering
at seven-star Taj Aravali Resorts here, with
prominent G 23 members Ghulam Nabi Azad
and Anand Sharma seated in the front row with
Rahul Gandhi, Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot and
P Chidambaram among others. Sonia also
launched a scathing attack on the BJP accusing
it of “wholesale reinvention of history, brutalisa-
tion of minorities and subjugation of institu-

tions”, saying the Congress must fight the BJP
at “all costs”. She, however, described the
party’s own state of affairs and
challenges as the moot ques-
tion and assured that the
Congress would reclaim its
position in Indian politics. The
Congress chief minced no
words in acknowledging the
Congress’s limitations and
said the party needed change
in strategy, improvement
across organisational struc-
tures and transformation in
the manner of daily work. "In
one way, this (Congress trans-
formation) is the most funda-
mental issue. Our revival is
possible only through collec-
tive efforts. Such collective
efforts will not be deferred.
This Shivir starts the journey,” Gandhi said to an
applause. In veiled references to the brewing
dissent within, rebellion outside, defections and
general angst, the Congress chief reminded

leaders to repay the party’s debt. “The time has
come to keep personal ambitions below organi-

sational imperatives. The party has given a lot to
everyone. Now is the time to repay the debt.
There is nothing better than this,” Gandhi said
seeking free and frank discussions within

Chintan Shivir panels. After the Congress asked
delegates to put their cell phones away in spe-

cially commissioned lockers, Gandhi
said, “I urge you all to speak freely but to
let only one message go out -- the mes-
sage of strength, unity and resolve.” She
told delegates of her awareness regard-
ing electoral setbacks and added, "We
are not unaware of people's expectations
either. We are here to take individual and
collective pledges to revive the Congress
and will revert to the role we have always
played in Indian politics”. Earlier, Gandhi
attacked the BJP saying the ruling
party’s frequently repeated slogan of
‘maximum governance and minimum
government’ meant a host of unsavoury
things. “It means keeping the country in
a state of permanent polarisation, com-
pelling people to remain in constant fear,
viciously targeting and often brutalising

minorities who are an integral part of our socie-
ty and equal citizens of the Republic, corporate
India, civil society and sections of media fall in
line,” said Gandhi. 

Manish Sisodia urges Amit Shah to
stop demolition drive in Delhi

Nashir Husain

New Delhi, May 13: Delhi Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
has written to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah urging him
to stop the ''destruction'' ensu-
ing in the national capital due to
the anti-encroachment drive
being carried out by the three
BJP-ruled municipal bodies. In
an online briefing, Sisodia
claimed that the civic bodies had
a plan to raze 63 lakh dwellings
in the national capital. "Of these,
60 lakh houses are in unautho-
rised colonies while the remain-
ing three lakh are those where
people have extended their bal-
conies or covered them. We
have learnt that notices have
been sent to them,” Sisodia said.
“This will lead to a huge destruction in
the national capital. Almost 70 per cent of

the population of Delhi will be rendered
homeless," he added. The Aam Aadmi
Party would oppose the demolition drive

and he had written to the Union home
minister seeking his intervention in the
matter, he said. "I have written to him

(Shah) saying that this (demotion drive)
should be stopped. If bulldozers are to be
used, they should be used to demolish

the houses of those BJP
leaders and civic body
representatives who
took bribes to allow
such structures to be
constructed," he said.
An anti-encroachment
drive in Delhi's
Madanpur Khadar on
Thursday sparked
protests and pelting of
stones where the locals
claimed that legal struc-
tures were bulldozed.
AAP MLA Amanatullah
Khan, who was a part of
a protest in the south-
east Delhi locality, was

arrested on charges of rioting and
obstructing public servants in discharge
of their duty, police officials said.

SC stays Patna HC order directing Bihar DGP to
produce Sahara Group chief Subrata Roy before it

Sanjay Kumar

New Delhi, May 13: The Supreme
Court on Friday stayed the Patna High
Court order directing the Director-
General of Police (DGP), Bihar, to pro-
duce Sahara Group chief Subrata Roy
before it on May 16 in a matter in which
it was said that some companies of the
Group were not returning money to the
investors. The apex court also stayed the
separate order passed by the high court
which had on February 11 directed to
add Sahara Credit Cooperative Societies
Limited and Roy as opposite parties to a
bail petition pending before it and later,
directed him to personally appear before
it. On April 27, the high court had direct-
ed Roy to personally appear before it not-
ing that Sahara Group and other compa-
nies, which have been taking deposits till
about one month back, are directed to
come up with a plan for the return of
investment of the investors. A bench of
Justices A M Khanwilkar and J B
Pardiwala issued notice on the petition
filed by Sahara chief challenging the high

court orders. “Issue notice. Stay of oper-
ation of the impugned judgement and
order qua the petitioner,” the bench said
and posted the matter for hearing on
May 19. Senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for the petitioner, informed the
bench that earlier in the day, the high
court has passed an order directing the
Bihar DGP to produce Roy before the
court on May 16 at 10.30 AM. “We are
informed that pursuant to the impugned
order, the high court has issued further
order today which has the effect of
directing higher authorities (police
department) to produce the petitioner
(Subrata Roy) before the court,” the apex
court observed. “In terms of this order,
we stay the operation of that direction
given by the high court,” the bench said,
adding that all concerned would act upon
the order of the top court. Sibal told the
bench that the high court had passed
these orders while hearing an anticipato-
ry bail plea which has nothing to do with
the petitioner. He argued that some
investors moved the high court and said
Sahara group has not given them the

money and the high court then passed
the order in February. Earlier in the day,
the high court noted in its order which is
uploaded on its website, that prayer for
exemption of Roy has been earlier reject-
ed twice on May 6 and May 12. The high
court also observed that despite various
chances given to Roy, he has failed to
appear before it and the court has no
option, but to order the authorities to pro-
duce him physically before it on May 16.
“The Director-General of Police, Bihar, is
directed to produce Subrata Roy Sahara
in this court on May 16, 2022, at 10.30
AM (Monday). The Commissioner of
Police, Delhi, and the Director-General of
Police, Uttar Pradesh will co-operate with
the Director-General of Police, Bihar in
this matter,” the high court said in its
order passed earlier in the day. In its
April 27 order, the high court noted that
while considering the anticipatory bail
applications, the court has come across
cases of cheating committed by Non-
Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs),
and considering the same, various orders
were passed in these cases earlier. 

Supreme Court refuses to
postpone NEET-PG-22

examination, says would
affect patient care

New Delhi, May 13: The Supreme
Court on Friday refused to postpone the
NEET-PG-22 Examination, saying the
delay would cause unavailability of doctors
and seriously affect patient care. The
court had on May 10 agreed to hear the
doctors’ plea seeking postponement of the
National Eligibility cum Entrance Test for
Postgraduate (NEET-PG) 2022 scheduled

to be held on May 21. The doctors had
contended that it clashed with the ongoing
counselling for NEET-PG 2021. Turning
down a plea filed by doctors, a Bench led
by Justice DY Chandrachud, however, said
postponement of NEET-PG-22
Examination would create “chaos and
uncertainty” and would affect a large sec-
tion of students registered for the exami-
nation. “There are two categories of stu-
dents — one which is seeking postpone-
ment and the larger category of over 2.06
lakh candidates — who would be affected
by the postponement after having pre-
pared for the examination,” it said. “As the
country gets back on the rails following
the pandemic, the time schedule laid down
by the court must be adhered to,” the
Bench said, adding the government was
trying to bring back on track the schedule
of examination which was affected by
COVID-19 pandemic.
Active covid-19 cases in 
country dip to 18,604

New Delhi, May 13: With 2,841 new
coronavirus infections being reported in
a day, India’s tally of covid cases rose to
4,31,16,254, while the active cases dipped
to 18,604, according to the Union health
ministry data updated on Friday. The
death toll climbed to 5,24,190 with nine
fatalities, the data updated at 8 am
showed. The active cases comprised 0.04

per cent of the total infections, while the
national covid recovery rate was record-
ed at 98.74 per cent, the health ministry
said. A decrease of 463 cases has been
recorded in the active covid caseload in a
span of 24 hours. The daily positivity rate
was recorded at 0.58 per cent and the
weekly positivity rate at 0.69 per cent,
according to the health ministry. The
number of people who have recuperated
from the disease surged to 4,25,73,460,
while the case fatality rate was recorded
at 1.22 per cent. The cumulative doses
administered in the country so far under
the nationwide covid vaccination drive
has exceeded 190.99 crore. The nine
fatalities include eight from Kerala. One
death was reported from Maharashtra,
according to the data. 

For killing a cook 27 years ago, 3
Indian Air Force officers get life term

Jayprakash

New Delhi, May 13: A special CBI court in Ahmedabad
has sentenced three Indian Air Force (IAF) personnel—
two retired and one serving—to life imprisonment for the
custodial murder of a cook 27 years ago, officials said here
on Friday. Girija Rawat, a cook at the air force station in
Jamnagar, was tortured to death in November 1995 after it
was suspected that he stole liquor from the canteen. The
convicted officers are Anoop Sood, then a Squadron
Leader at the Air Force-I in Jamnagar, and then Sergeants
Anil K N and Mahendra Singh Sherawat. Sood, who retired
as Group Captain, claims to be an orientation programme
speaker and a trained commando from the NSG on his
social media profile. Anil has also retired from the IAF,
while Sehrawat is still serving. The CBI had taken over the
case on February 22, 2012 on the orders of the Gujarat
High Court on a plea of Rawat’s wife. “...It was further
alleged that on November 13, 1995, 10-12 Air Force Police
Officials, including then Squadron Leader Anoop Sood,
conducted searches at the residence of Rawat and took
him with them forcibly to confess about stealing of liquor
from the Air Force Canteen,” CBI Spokesperson R C Joshi
said. He said Rawat’s wife visited the guard room in the
evening seeking release of her husband. “She was told that
her husband would be released soon. The accused alleged-
ly tortured him which caused his death. On November 14,
1995, she was informed about the death of her husband
and was asked to collect the body,” Joshi said.

India abstains in UNHRC resolution on
deteriorating human rights situation in

Ukraine due to Russian aggression
United Nations/Geneva, May 13: India abstained in

the UN Human Rights Council on a resolution on the
deteriorating human rights situation in Ukraine stem-
ming from the Russian aggression, in which the Council
reiterated its demand for an immediate cessation of mili-
tary hostilities. The Geneva-based Council on Thursday
closed its 34th special session after adopting the resolu-
tion. The resolution was adopted by a vote of 33 in favour,
China and Eritrea voting against and 12 abstentions,
including India, Armenia, Bolivia, Cameroon, Cuba,
Kazakhstan, Namibia, Pakistan, Senegal, Sudan,
Uzbekistan and Venezuela. Since January this year, India
has abstained on procedural votes and draft resolutions
in the UN Security Council, the General Assembly and
the Human Rights Council that deplored Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine. India’s Permanent Representative
to the UN and other International Organisations in
Geneva, Ambassador Indra Mani Pandey, at the session
said that India’s position on the Ukraine conflict has been
steadfast and consistent. “We remain deeply concerned
at the unfolding developments in Ukraine. We have con-
stantly called for immediate cessation of violence and an
urgent end to hostilities,” he said, adding that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has reiterated this in his inter-
actions with global leaders, including the leaderships of
Russia and Ukraine. “India continues to believe that pur-
suing the path of dialogue and diplomacy is the only way
out,” he said.

NIA arrests Chhota Shakeel's 2 aides for
handling activities, financial transactions

of Dawood's crime syndicate
Mumbai, May 13: The National Investigation Agency

(NIA) has arrested two aides of gangster Chhota Shakeel
from western suburbs of the city for allegedly handling the
illegal activities and financial transactions of the crime syndi-
cate controlled by fugitive
underworld don Dawood
Ibrahim, an official said on
Friday. Arif Abubakar
Shaikh (59) and Shabbir
Abubakar Shaikh (51) were
placed under arrest on
Thursday, he said. "Both
were apprehended from the
western suburbs by an NIA
team, which is probing the
cases against Dawood Ibrahim's syndicate," the official said,
adding that the duo was closely associated with gangster
Chhota Shakeel and were involved in the cartel run by
Ibrahim. Sources said that during the recent raids at multi-
ple locations in Mumbai and Thane, the NIA had picked up
many suspects for investigation. Arif and Shabbir were also
among the suspects, who were picked up for their alleged
connections with the D-Company (Dawood Ibrahim’s crime
syndicate), they said. During their interrogation, the NIA
team found that Arif and Shabbir had carried out some trans-
actions with Chhota Shakeel, following which they were
placed under arrest, they added. Chhota Shakeel operates
an international criminal syndicate from Pakistan and
Interpol has issued a red corner notice against him. 
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New Delhi. Highlighting a
key gap in child nutrition, the
recently released National
Family Health Survey (NFHS-5)
has found that 89 per cent of chil-
dren between the formative
ages of 6-23 months do not
receive a “minimum acceptable
diet’’. This is only marginally bet-
ter than the 90.4 per cent record-
ed in NFHS-4. The NFHS report
looked at adequate diet for both
breastfeeding and non-breast-
feeding children till they
reached two years. It found that
88.9 per cent of children
between 6-23 months, who are
breastfeeding, did not receive
adequate diet in 2019-2020 — a
slight improvement from 91.3
per cent in 2015-16. And that
87.3 per cent of non-breastfeed-
ing children in this category did
not receive adequate nutrition in
2019-21, up from 85.7 per cent in
2015-16. Among all states and
Union Territories, the propor-
tion of children aged 6-23
months who received a mini-
mum acceptable diet was high-
est in Meghalaya (28.5 per cent)
and the lowest in UP and
Gujarat (5.9 per cent each). In
2015-16, the proportion of chil-
dren in this category stood at 5.2
per cent in Gujarat and 6.1 per
cent in UP. Apart from Gujarat
and UP, 10 other states —
Assam (7.2 per cent), Rajasthan
(8.3 per cent), Maharashtra (8.9
per cent), Andhra Pradesh (9
per cent), MP (9 per cent),
Telangana (9 per cent),
Chhattisgarh (9.1 per cent),
Jharkhand (10 per cent), Dadra
& Nagar Haveli and Daman &
Diu (10.2 per cent) and Bihar
(10.8 per cent) — recorded a
lower than national-level propor-
tion (11 per cent) of children
receiving adequate diet. Among
the top-five states where the per-

centage of children fom 6-23
months receiving adequate diet
was highest, Meghalaya was fol-
lowed by Sikkim (23.8 per cent),
Kerala (23.3 per cent), Ladakh
(23.1 per cent) and Puducherry
(22.9 per cent).“Infants and
young children should be fed a
minimum acceptable diet to
ensure appropriate growth  and
development… Without ade-
quate diversity and meal fre-
quency, infants and young chil-
dren are vulnerable to undernu-
trition, especially stunting and
micronutrient deficiencies, and
to increased morbidity and mor-
tality,” the report said. “The min-
imum acceptable diet is a com-
posite of two main things:
breastfeeding and its frequency
up to two years, and dietary
diversity. A child needs at least
four of the food groups indicated
by the WHO every day to have a
minimum acceptable diet. Only
25 per cent of children receive
this dietary diversity while 35
per cent of children receive ade-
quate milk frequency,” said
Antaryami Dash, acting deputy
director (nutrition and health),
Save the Children. This indica-
tor has not improved as much as
we had expected between the
two surveys. This is the most
direct indicator of child malnutri-
tion — stunting, wasting and
underweight children — and
India has one of the highest mal-
nutrition burdens in the world,’’
Dash said. Dr Basanta Kar, chief
advisor, The Coalition for Food
and Nutrition Security, said
there are a number of reasons
for deficient diet — poverty, lack
of access to nutrition (cereals,
fruits, vegetables, eggs, etc),
lack of awareness and low edu-
cation, among others.

The NFHS found that
access to minimum acceptable

diet in this category of children
is higher in urban areas (12.1
per cent) than rural areas (10.7
per cent). According to Kar, a
deficient diet in the first 1000
days (from conception to 2
years) has huge effects on cog-
nitive ability, including sensory
and language capabilities. “Key
cognitive development takes
place at this stage, affecting the
child’s IQ later on and cognitive
development, with 80 per cent
brain growth taking place by
two years. If children don’t get
an adequate diet, there is
growth faltering and height is
affected as well.

89% children between 6-23
months don’t get adequate

diet: NFHS
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NAME CHANGE
I. SATYA PRAKASH SINGH S/O  AJAY
PRATAP SINGH RESIDING AT FLAT NO.1-
15064, 16TH AVENUE, GREATER NOIDA

(WEST) GAUR CITY-2, NOIDA, GAUTAM

BUDDHA NAGAR, UTTAR PRADESH - 201301
HAVE CHANGED THE NAME OF MY MINOR

DAUGHTER SAMRIDDHI SINGH AGED 03
YEARS AND SHE SHALL HEREAFTER BE

KNOWN AS PRASHASTI SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I, PADAM SINGH S/O HIRALAL R/O H.NO.B-
179, GOLA KUAN, OKHLA PHASE-1, DELHI-
110020, INFROM THAT IN MY LIC POLICY

NO.116686421 MY NAME WAS WRITTEN AS

PAPPU, WHEREAS MY CORRECT NAME IS

PADAM SINGH.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Sh. Dharamvir S/o Sh. Om

Prakash R/o 1912, Alipur, North

West Delhi, Delhi-110036 has

debarred and disowned his son

Ashish Kumar from all his movable

and immovable properties due to his

disrespectful behavior and severed

all his relations with him. If anybody

deals with him in any manner in

future he/she shall do so at his/her

own risk, cost and consequences.

My Client shall not in any manner be

liable and responsible for the same.

VIPUL UPADHYAY

ADVOCATE

Ch. No. 232, 2ND FLOOR,

LAWYER'S CHAMBER, 

ROHINI COURTS, DELHI-110085

NAME CHANGE
I, SONAM D/O DINESH KUMAR
RESIDING AT, ZAILDAR FARM NO-1,
GREEN AVENUE LANE, CHURCH
ROAD, VASANT KUNJ, DELHI-110070
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
SONAM KUMARI FOR ALL FUTURE
PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
I, RUCHI D/O SATYA NARAYAN
SINGHAL R/O F-96, 1ST FLOOR,
DILSHAD COLONY, DELHI-110095,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
RUCHI SINGHAL PERMANENTLY

NAME CHANGE
I, Raju Kumar S/O Chote Lal R/O House
Number -119, Gali No-5, Ambedkar
Basti, Maujpur, Delhi-110053, have
changed my Address C-12/331, S/F
Yamuna Vihar, Delhi-110053 my name
Raju Shah and my father name Chote
Shah for all future purpose,

NAME CHANGE
I Gurpreet kour D/O Harcharan Singh
Choudhary R/O Pocket- JC,G- 8 Area,
Q.No. 11- B,  Janta Flat,  Hari Nagar,
Delhi- 110064 Have Changed My Name
Gurpreet kour To Gurpreet Kaur
Choudhary For All Future Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Jyoti Tiwari D/O OM Prakash Tiwari R/O
4593-94 S/F , Gali Choudhary Nathan
Singh Pahari Dhiraj Sadar Bazaar North
Delhi - 110006 Have Changed My Name
from Jyoti Tiwari To Jyoti For All Future
Purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,

MOHD SOHAIL S/o GOPAL SHAR-

MA R/o E-396, Street No.7, Near

Khajoor Wali Masjid, Chouhan

Banger, Seelampur, Delhi-110053

declare that name of mine has been

wrongly written as SUMIT KUMAR

SHARMA in my School Leaving

Certificate. The actual name of mine

is MOHD SOHAIL respectively,

which may be amended accordingly

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, SUMIT KUMAR SHARMA S/o

GOPAL SHARMA, R/o E-396, Street

No.7, Near Khajoor Wali Masjid,

Chouhan Banger, Seelampur, Delhi-

110053 do hereby affirm and declare

that I have embraced ISLAM and

renounced HINDUISM with effect

from 01.05.2014.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the public

at large that my Client, Mr. Saljit

Saha and Mrs. Lovely Shah, have

agreed to purchase the property as

described below (“Said Properties”)

form Mr. Rakesh Kumar Gupta alias

Mr. R.K. Gupta, (2) Mr. Mukesh

Kumar Gupta alias Mr. M.K. Gupta

and (3) Mr. Yogesh Kumar Gupta

alias Mr. Y.K Gupta, all Sons Late

Mr. Kailash Chand Gupta and also

Surviving Member Certificate is

availability with customer.

Description of the Said Properties:

Residential Freehold at First floor

RHS without roof rights area measur-

ing 115 sq. yds., Built-up Property

bearing Municipal no. 894-C, Ward

no. 08, area measuring 310 sq. yds.,

Out of Khasra no.1151/3min,

Situated in abadi of Lal-Dora of

Village Mehrauli, New Delhi - 110030.

My Client has further agreed to cre-

ate a valid and enforceable mort-

gage charge over the Said

Properties in favor of Capital India

Home Loans Limited having its reg-

istered office at 2nd floor, DLF

Centre, Sansad Marg, New Delhi –

110 001 (“Lender”), in order to

secure the loan facility availed by

my Client. Any person/s or entity/es

(other than aforesaid Lender) hav-

ing any objection, claim, right, title,

and/or interest in respect of the Said

Property are hereby requested to

inform the undersigned in writing at

the address given below within 5

(Five) days from the date of publica-

tion hereof, failing which such

objection, claim, right, title, and/or

interests shall be deemed to have

been waived off or abandoned or

given up or surrendered. 

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211, Sector-3,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201010
(Contact at 09958871432)
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New Delhi: 

Lanka. In 1993, Wickremesinghe was immensely helpful during Covid 19. 
appointed prime minister for the first Hurddles ahead for Wickremesinghe 
time. Wickremesinghe was last the ickremesinghe's political party is 
Prime Minister of Sri Lanka in 2018. called the United National Party. He 
At that time, his childhood friend is the only MP from his party in the 
Arjuna Mahendran, the governor of 225-seat parliament. Under his 
the country's central bank, was leadership, it is a big challenge to 
accused of billions of dollars in form a cabinet now by proving its 
irregularities.  Ranil Wickremesinghe majority in parliament. The veteran 
has previously served as the country's leader has been accused of backing 
prime minister five times. But has the Rajapaksas and failing to act 
never completed his term. He served against members of the previous 
as the Prime Minister of Sri Lanka regime, who were accused of parliament for 45 years. He has extensive 
from 1993-1994, 2001-2004, 2015-2015 corruption. He is seen as someone who is international connections and is 
(100 days), 2015-2018 and 2018-2019 close to the family and experts believe he considered a skilled negotiator. He is seen 

Ranil Wickremesinghe has and served as leader of opposition from has been picked because he would be as a supporter of the pro-Western free 
been sworn in as Sri Lanka's new prime 1994-2001 and 2004-2015. Even before likely to guarantee their security and any market economy and seen as a reformist. 
minister amid ongoing protests over the the start of the week, it was believed that safe passage they might request. Wickremesinghe has held many 
government's failure to deal with the the 73-year-old politician's career was in Lankans are not too pleased. Opposition important posts during his political career 
severe economic crisis. President the final stages. politicians and religious leaders objected spanning four and half decades. 
Gotabaya rajapaksa administered the oath But it was only after this that he agreed to to Wickremesinghe’s appointment. They Diplomatic sources also claimed that 
of office to him on Thursday (May 12) manage a consensus administration and claimed, Wickremesinghe was aimed Ranil's past relations with New Delhi 
evening. He became prime minister for help the South Asian island nation emerge more at protecting the president and his were good. As a result, after he became 
the sixth time. Ranil Wickremesinghe from the crippling economic crisis.  family from public anger over corruption prime minister, South Block also 
comes from a political family like many Reason Behind Wickremesinghe's allegations and his role in the economic extended a helping hand. He built a 
other leaders in South Asia. His uncle, reinstation Mahinda Rajapakse was crisis than it was at solving the country’s personal rapport with Sri Lanka's 
Junis Jayawardene, was president of Sri forced to resign from the post of Prime problems.  Buddhist and Catholic clergy immediate neighbour India and visited 
Lanka for more than a decade. He entered Minister of Sri Lanka in the face of mass also objected to Wickremesinghe’s the country on four occasions- October 
politics in the mid-1970s. He was first opposition within the country. But after selection. Catholic Archbishop of 2016, April 2017, November 2017 and 
elected a member of parliament in 1977. he resigned, the main opposition party Colombo Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith October 2018 - during his previous term 

The president at that time was Junis turned down the offer to form the called for 'a complete change of the as the prime minister. During the same 
Jayawardene. He became the youngest government. They didn't want to risk this system' if Sri Lanka needed to emerge period, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
minister in that government.  Journey as a difficult situation. Nor did the king want from the crisis. Sajith Premadasa was made two visits to Sri Lanka and he also 
Prime Minister  The then President to take responsibility for the mess he had offered the position of the prime minister responded to a personal request from 
Ranasinghe Premadasa was killed in a created. As a result, only Ranil before Wickremesinghe but turned it Ranil Wickremesinghe to help the island 
bomb attack by Tamil Tiger guerrillas Wickremesinghe was the alternative.  down saying he would not step up as long nation set up the 1990 ambulance system 
during the decades-long civil war in Sri The 73-year-old UNP leader has been in as Gotabaya continued as president.- a free health care service which became 

ZSri Lanka Crisis: The opposition 

claimed, Wickremesinghe was 

concerned more about protecting the 

president and his family from public 

anger over corruption allegations 

and his role in the economic crisis 

than he was about solving the 

country’s problems.

Weather update: IMD predicts early monsoon arrival, issues yellow 
alert for Delhi as heatwave returns - Check full forecast here

However, no significant change in Safdarjung Observatory on Sunday. New Delhi: The India Meteorological 
maximum temperatures was very Temperatures may leap to 46-47 degrees Department (IMD) on Thursday (May 
likely over Northwest India during Celsius at isolated places.  It may be noted 12, 2022) predicted that the Southwest 
the next three days, said the weather that a heatwave spell was predicted over Monsoon is set to arrive early this year. 
office, adding that the mercury could Delhi from Sunday, but easterly winds As per the weather office, Andaman 
fall by 2-3 degrees Celsius thereafter.  prevailing in the national capital under the and Nicobar Islands expected to 
Heatwave conditions in Delhi arts of impact of Cyclone Asani shielded the city receive first seasonal showers on May 
national capital saw temperatures against it. Gujarat reels under severe 15. 
soaring to 44-45 degrees Celsius heatwave On the other hand, Gujarat conti "Southwest Monsoon is likely to advance 
yesterday as moisture-carrying nued to reel under severe heatwave into South Andaman Sea & adjoining 
easterly winds made way for hot and conditions with Surendranagar recoding Southeast Bay of Bengal around 15th 
dry westerlies. On Thursday, the highest maximum temperature of 46 May, 2022," the India Meteorological 
heatwave conditions prevailed over degrees Celsius in the state. The IMD Department said in a statement here. 
several parts of Delhi.  The maximum warned that heatwave conditions are "Normally, monsoon advances over 

Secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences said t e m p e r a t u r e  a t  t h e  S a f d a r j u n g  "very likely to prevail" in several parts of Nicobar Islands on May 15 and covers 
on Twitter. Heatwave returns in NW India Observatory, Delhi's base station, rose to north Gujarat and Saurashtra on Friday Mayabunder, the extreme north point in 

At least 29 cities across Rajasthan, Haryana, 42.5 degrees Celsius. It was 41.4 degrees too. IMD sounded a "yellow alert" for the Andaman islands by May 22," IMD’s 
G u j a r a t ,  M a d h y a  P r a d e s h  a n d  Celsius on Wednesday. As per Met Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar, Sabarkantha, Director General Mrutyunjay Mohapatra 
Maharashtra reported temperatures in Office’s data, the maximum temperature Patan, Mehsana, Rajkot, Surendranagar, said. Mohapatra also informed that the 
excess of 44 degrees Celsius on Thursday. at Najafgarh (44.7 degrees Celsius), Amreli and Kutch in view of the possible Met Office has forecast rainfall over the 
Many parts of north India experienced Mungeshpur (45.4 degrees Celsius) and heatwave conditions. While Ahmedabad Andaman & Nicobar Islands over the next 
scorching summers with maximum Pitampura (44 degrees Celsius) settled at was the second hottest city on Thursday five days and fairly widespread rainfall 
temperatures touching 48 degrees Celsius least five degrees Celsius above normal with maximum temperature of 45.4 with thunderstorms, gusty winds and 
i n  B a r m e r  i n  R a j a s t h a n .   b y  temperature. IMD has also issued  a d e g r e e s  C e l s i u s ,  n e i g h b o u r i n glightning over Kerala-Mahe and 
TaboolaSponsored LinksYou May Like yellow alert, warning of a heatwave at Gandhinagar recorded a maximum Lakshadweep over the next five days. 
According to IMD, Barmer was the most places in the capital on Friday and temperature of 44.9 degrees Celsius. "India Meteorological Department 
hottest with a maximum temperature of Saturday, whereas, an orange alert has Deesa town in north Gujarat recorded 43.2 ex tended  range  fo recas t s  have  
48.1 degrees, followed by Ganganagar been issued to caution people about a degrees Celsius.  Odisha, Bengal heave consistently suggested favourable 
(47.3), Bikaner and Jaisalmer (47.2), severe heatwave on Sunday. As per the sigh of relief as Cyclone Asani further conditions for an early monsoon onset 
Churu (46.9), Kota (46.7), Khargone weather experts, the  mercury is predicted weakens into depression IMD on over  Kera la  and i t s  nor thward 
(46.4), Rajgarh and Jodhpur (46). to touch the 45-degree mark at the Thursday informed that Cyclone.movement," Madhavan Rajeevan, former 

New Delhi: Delhi might witness a water crisis in the 
coming days as heat conditions continue to get worse. 
To avoid the shortage, the Delhi government on 
Thursday sent an SOS to Haryana, for the third time in 
two weeks, urging it to release additional water in the 
Yamuna river to prevent a water crisis in the national 
capital, PTI reported. The Delhi government has 
requested to supply 150 cusecs of raw water 
additionally through the DD-8/river route till the 
arrival of monsoon to ensure that 120 cusec of raw 
water reaches the Wazirabad pond in this time of crisis. 
The city government had earlier written to the Haryana 
irrigation department in this connection on May 3 and 
April 30.

"Haryana is releasing less water in the river due to which 
the water level at the Wazirabad pond has dropped to a 
critical low of 671.80 feet, as against the normal level 
of 674.5 feet. Several areas in Delhi may face water 
shortage," a Delhi official told PTI. Even the flow via 
CLC (Carrier-Lined Channel) and DSB (Delhi Sub-
Branch) is fluctuating... The lifting of 120 cusec of 
water from the Wazirabad pond is affected due to the 
low pond level. This will affect water production 
adversely. Due to peak summer, the water requirement 
is more," the SOS sent to the Haryana irrigation 
department read. What is causing a water shortage in 
Delhi? Officials said operations at Wazirabad, 
Chandrawal and Okhla water treatment plants have 
been affected. Starting Friday morning, the water 
supply will remain affected till the water level at the 
Wazirabad pond returns to normal. Delhi requires 
around 1,200 MGD of water, while the DJB supplies 
around 950 MGD. The government has now targeted 
increasing the water supply to 998 MGD to meet the 
growing demand this summer season and to 1,180 
MGD by June 2023. Where does Delhi get its water 
from? aryana supplies 610 million gallons of water a 
day to Delhi through two canals -- Carrier-Lined 
Channel (CLC) and Delhi Sub-Branch (DSB) -- and 
the Yamuna. The CLC and the DSB are supplied water 
from Hathni Kund via the Munak canal and the Bhakra 
Beas Management Board. Besides, Delhi receives 253 
MGD from Uttar Pradesh through the Upper Ganga 
Canal, and 90 MGD is drawn from Ranney wells and 
tubewells installed across the city.

Over 800 WhiteHat Jr Employees Resign When Asked To Return To Office: Report

Viral Video: Bride makes jaw-
dropping entry at her wedding, 
dances to Salaam-E-Ishq song -

UP Board Exam Results 2022: 
Uttar Pradesh Madhyamik 
Shiksha Parishad (UPMSP) 
will release the results for the 
class 10th and 12th board 
exams soon. The board is 
expected to announce the 
results next month, probably in 
the last week of May or the first 
week of June, so the students 
who have appeared for the 
exam must keep a tab on the 
official website of UP Shiksha 
Parishad- upresults.nic.in. 
While speaking to India Today, 
UP Board official, Harish 
Chandra Sharma told that the 
UP Board Results will be 
announced either the May-end 
or in the first week of June. The 
confirmed result dates will be 
notified on the official website 
of UPMSP.

Reportedly, the evaluation 
process for both 10th and 12th 
classes has been wrapped up 
and the results will be prepared 
and announced soon. Over 2 
crore answer copies have been 
checked by the evaluation team 
this term. UP Board's 10th and 
12th examinations were 
conducted in March-April this 
year. UP Board Exam Result 
2022: Where to check the 10th 
and 12th result Uttar Pradesh 
Madhyamik Shiksha Parishad 
(UPMSP) will release the 
result of the 10th and 12th 
examinations on the official 
website upmsp.edu.in and 
upresults.nic.in. Notably, for 
the first time, the UP Board 
will give additional remarks on 
handwriting and will be given 
1 bonus mark for good 
handwriting. So, if a child has 
got 55 marks, then he will get 1 
number as a bonus. It must be 
noted that the UP Board is the 
biggest education board of.

Crown of Thorns: Sri Lanka's new PM Ranil 
Wickremesinghe faces a mammoth challenge ahead

Delhi Urges Haryana To 
Release More Water In 
Yamuna To Prevent Crisis
New Delhi: The Delhi government has sent an SOS to 

Haryana, the third time in two weeks, urging it to 
release additional water in the Yamuna river to prevent 
a water crisis in the national capital. "Haryana is 
releasing less water in the river due to which the water 
level at the Wazirabad pond has dropped to a critical 
low of 671.80 feet, as against the normal level of 674.5 
feet. Several areas in Delhi may face a water crisis," an 
official said.

The India Meteorological Department has issued a 
'yellow' alert, warning of a heatwave at most places in 
the capital on Friday and Saturday. An 'orange' alert has 
been issued to caution people about a severe heatwave 
on Sunday. The mercury is predicted to leap to 46-47 
degrees Celsius at isolated places in the coming days, 
weather experts said. "Even flow via CLC (Carrier-
Lined Channel) and DSB (Delhi Sub-Branch) is 
fluctuating... The lifting of 120 cusec of water from the 
Wazirabad pond is affected due to low pond level. This 
will affect water production adversely. Due to peak 
summer, the water requirement is more," the SOS sent 
to the Haryana irrigation department read. "It is 
requested to supply 150 cusec of raw water additionally 
through DD-8/river route, so as to ensure that 120 cusec 
of raw water reaches the Wazirabad pond in this time of 
crisis, till the arrival of monsoon," it said. Officials said 
operations at Wazirabad, Chandrawal and Okhla water 
treatment plants have been affected. Starting Friday 
morning, the water supply will remain affected till the 
water level at the Wazirabad pond improves to normal.

The city government had earlier written to the Haryana 
irrigation department in this connection on May 3 and 
April 30. Haryana supplies a total of 610 million 
gallons of water a day to Delhi through two canals -- 
Carrier-Lined Channel (CLC) and Delhi Sub-Branch 
(DSB) -- and the Yamuna. The CLC and the DSB are 
supplied water from Hathni Kund via Munak canal and 
the Bhakra Beas Management Board. Besides, Delhi 
receives 253 MGD from Uttar Pradesh through the 
Upper Ganga Canal, and 90 MGD is drawn from ranney 
wells and tube wells installed across the city. The 
Chandrawal and Wazirabad WTPs have a capacity of 
90 MGD and 135 MGD, respectively. The two plants 
lift raw water from the Wazirabad pond, treat it and 
supply to northeast Delhi, west Delhi, north Delhi, 
central Delhi, south Delhi, including Delhi 
Cantonment, and New Delhi Municipal Council areas.

Delhi requires around 1,200 MGD of water, while the 
DJB supplies around 950 MGD. The government has 
now targeted increasing the water supply to 998 MGD 
to meet the growing demand this summer season and to 
1,180 MGD by June 2023.

Vande Bharat Train Wheels Airlifted 
To India, Trial Run In August

New Delhi: Weddings are supposed to be one of the most 
important days in everyone’s lives. Be it a girl or a guy, 
everyone has their own dream wedding ideas. From 
their clothes to venue, everything needs to compliment 
each other. 

A wedding means entering a new phase in our life. So 
why wouldn’t we enter with style? Well, the video we 
have here for you today will give you new goals and 
ideas for your wedding entry. In a video, which is doing 
rounds on social media platforms, a bride can be seen 
entering her wedding venue with swag while dancing 
to a Bollywood song, Salaam-E-Ishq from the film of 
the same name starring Priyanka Chopra and Salman 
Khan.  The bride, Priyanka Thapliyal, made a jaw-
dropping entry in her wedding as she walked down the 
aisle wearing a stunning red lehenga and sunglasses.  
The video was posted online by an Instagram page 
‘bridal_lehenga_designn’, with the following caption: 
‘Our Swagger Bride’. As soon as the video was posted 
online, it was showered with lots of love and likes by 
the netizens and went crazy viral. Till now, the reel has 
garnered over 190k views and 6,300 likes. 

Delhi water crisis may worsen in 

coming days, Haryana asked to 

help, details here

NEWS BOX

Two Vande Bharat trainsets, originally 
called Train 18, are currently running on 
Delhi-Varanasi and Delhi-Katra routes. 
This also comes with a plan, announced 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, to run 
75 Vande Bharat trains across India by 
Independence Day in 2023. The original 
plan was to start rolling out these trains 
from May this year. The first one was 
scheduled to undergo testing and trials in 
May and the second in June. From 
August-September, five to seven 
trainsets will be produced per month in 
three production units: ICF Chennai, 

arrived on Wednesday. The other two will MCF Rae Bareli, and RCF Kapurthala, 
reach the city on May 13 and May 14, according to the plan. Officials said that the 
sources said. railways is set to meet the target set by the 

From Chennai, the wheels will be taken to prime minister with orders for wheels which 
the Hyderabad-based Medha Servo were given to a company based in Ukraine New Delhi: The first consignment of Vande 

Drives, which won the contract for company being routed to other companies. Bharat train wheels has been airlifted to 
designing and manufacturing propulsion, These wheels will land in India soon, they India from Romania, sources said on 
control and other equipment required for the said. "Work is going on simultaneously at Thursday, adding that the trial run of the train 
production of 44 rakes of Vande Bharat-type different production units and since the other has been delayed due to roadblocks in the 
trainsets. The company has been asked to parts are already here, there should not be procurement of wheels from the war-torn 
deliver the complete assembled bogie, not any further delays. In fact, we think we will Ukraine and it will now be conducted in 
merely the design. In her Budget speech, achieve the target well before August 15 August instead of later this month. A batch of 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman next year," an official said. These new trains 128 Vande Bharat wheels were transported 
announced that 400 Vande Bharat trains will will have improvements in terms of better from Ukraine to its neighbouring Romania 
be manufactured in the next three years. seating, anti-bacterial system in AC, less by road and these are now being airlifted to 
Introduced in 2019, the Vande Bharat semi- noise, and the ability to hit 160 km/hour in India. These will reach Chennai airport in 
high speed trains have been a novelty so far. 140 seconds.three lots. The first, of around 42 wheels, 

New Delhi:More than 800 full-time cutting exercise and added that more relocation assistance as required. Our 
employees of WhiteHat Jr, a platform to resignations are expected to come. They also teachers will continue to work from home.” 
learn coding, have resigned in the last two said that things changed after Byju's Elsewhere, in the tech world, Apple 
months after being asked to return to office, acquisition and the exit of WhiteHat Jr employees are also protesting the company's 
according to a report in Inc42. These founder Karan Bajaj. The employees told directions asking them to work from office 
employees resigned voluntarily as they did Inc42 that things were smooth till Mr Bajaj for three days a week. According to a report 
not want to return to office, the report further was at the helm of affairs. He left the in The Vergeearlier this month, Ian 
said. WhiteHat Jr was acquired by Byju's in company in August 2021, a year after Byju's Goodfellow, the director of machine 
2020. In emails sent to its employees on bought the start-up for $300 million. The learning, resigned earlier this month due to 
March 18, WhiteHat Jr asked them to return company, meanwhile, issued a statement in Apple CEO Tim Cook's push to get 
to its offices in various locations, such as which it said:  “As part of our back-to-work employees back into the office. Fortune 
Mumbai, Bengaluru and Gurugram within a drive, most of our Sales and Support published the results of a survey conducted 
month, Inc42 said. But instead of adhering to employees have been asked to report to between April 13 and 19 this year, which 
office order, what followed was en masse Gurgaon and Mumbai offices from April 18. showed that 76 per cent of the employees 
resignation, the report further said. A few We have made exceptions for medical and surveyed were unhappy with the company's 
employees Inc42 spoke to said it's a cost- personal exigencies and have offered return-to-work policy.

ZA batch of 128 Vande 
Bharat wheels were 
transported from 
Ukraine to its 
neighbouring Romania 
by road and these are 
now being airlifted to 
India.

UP Board 10th, 12th 

result 2022: Results likely 

to be announced on THIS 

date, check details

New Delhi, Saturday, 14 May, 2022 THE SIKH TIMES
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